Commencement of Assembly Work in Penang – New Findings.
The following article is reproduced from the Editorial of The ECHOS, a Missionary Prayer Bulletin Vo. 9. No. 4 (April – June, 2006)
Was it in 1819? 1846? 1855? 1859?
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We were saddened to hear of the death of our good friend and Colleague in the work of the Lord, Stan Warren, on October 31, 2005 at Southport, England after a prolonged period of ill health. Stan joined Echoes of Service in 1969 and after relocating to Bath in 1973 he continued as a full-time Editor until June 1990. For many of those years Stan was the Editor mainly responsible for Echoes monthly magazine. He was also the prime mover behind the ten-volume series That The World May Know, published by Echoes during the 1980s. They are an excellent record of the expansive outreach of the missionary endeavour of the assemblies.

Stan travelled extensively visiting many missionaries around the world. He had a vast knowledge of missions along with a keen ability to detect and analyse problems he encountered. He was also a very capable Bible teacher. While Stan was with Echoes, and later after his retirement, he visited the United States or the Colonies, as he jokingly referred to it, on numerous occasions for conferences and other meetings. Stan will be remembered as a very unique servant of the Lord with boundless energy and fine sense of humour.

We extend our sincere sympathies to his wife, Nellie, his children and to all his family.

Source: Christian Missions in Many Lands, March 2006 issue, page 10
What has Stan Warren got to do with the assemblies in Penang, and for that matter, assembly work in this part of the country?
Last year, the assemblies in Penang celebrated the 150th Anniversary of Assembly work in Penang. Stanley was directly and indirectly responsible for this.

It was in December 1987, at the Jalan Imbi Chapel Bible Camp, in Bethesda Tampines, Singapore, where Stanley was the Camp teacher with KC Ung that he communicated to KC that assembly work in Penang was pioneered by Bausum in 1855, and not (as the Penang assemblies had thought all the while) in 1859 with the coming of John Chapman and his wife from Bristol.

With that information KC, who was then an elder of Burmah Road Gospel Hall, passed it on to the Oversight. Stanley also visited Penang then and he introduced the series That The World May Know which the assembly bought for the library. In Volume 5 of the series, “The Mysterious Far East”, Dr. Fredk. A. Tatford, the editor, wrote on page 167
“Assembly work commenced in 1855 in Pinang, when Mr. Bausum of Swiss assemblies began work there”
KC asked Stan for details. Apparently there was none except a letter regarding the Mission House at 35 Farquhar Street which was in the keeping of The Echoes of Service in Bath. Anyway, the Oversight decided to change the observance of the commencement of assembly work in Penang from 1859 (the year [?] when John Chapman arrived in Penang) to 1855. Prior to this, Burmah Road Gospel Hall celebrated its Centenary Anniversary on August 1959 followed by a three-night evangelistic service by the late Dr. GD James.
From the latest research findings, Dr. Tatford’s statement above seemed to be erroneous on three counts, viz. 
●    Firstly, assembly work could not have commenced in 1855 because that was the year of Bausum’s death. 
●    Secondly, there was no evidence that he was a missionary from the Swiss assemblies. Rather he was a German Lutheran who later became an independent missionary with similar convictions and stand taken by the assemblies. 
●    Thirdly, no document could be traced to link him with the assemblies directly though he was closely associated with George Mueller of Bristol through marriage. 
All the above facts could be gleaned from the research findings of Prof. Jean DeBernardi of the Department of Anthropology, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada in her article “A Brief History of Nonconformist Protestantism in Penang and the Mission House at 35 Farquhar Street”. This can be gleaned from her website at 

" 

http://www.arts.ualberta.ca/~jdeberna  
There is also a chapter (pp. 21-23) on Johann Georg Bausum in Khoo Salma Nasution’s book “More than Merchants: A History of the German-speaking Community in Penang” (2006), published by Areca books  www.arecabooks.com. The book is available in MPH, Malaysian branches. Both articles can also be located at KC Ung’s website under the History link at http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com.
To cast doubts on Tatford’s statement is another made by N. Thiran, elder of Bangsar Gospel Chapel, 
in his book, “The Christian Brethren of Malaysia: our heritage” (1990), pp. 20, 21. He wrote: 

“How did the Christian Brethren come into the Malaysian scene at this point in time? There are no records to provide a satisfactory answer. There are three possible explanations. Firstly, some contact must have been made in Britain between the LMS (London Missionary Society) and Brethren members regarding the taking over of the work in Penang. The last surviving missionary of LMS in Penang was G. Bausum. He was described as a German Independent. Of interest is the fact that he was related to George Muller through marriage. Muller was then one of the Brethren leaders at Bristol Bethesda and is well-known for his orphanage work in Britain. It is possible that G. Bausum could have known of Brethren members in Britain and has encouraged them to consider Malaya as a field of mission work.


The link could also have been through the Chinese Evangelization Society which was sending out a Miss O Callaghan to continue with the school work in Penang. In fact the Chapman family accompanied Callaghan to Singapore. This is described in a letter to the LMS in London dated January 1860 from Gottlieb. Gottlieb had taken charge of the Penang LMS following the death of Bausum and his letter is about the only document available that records the beginning of Brethren work in Malaysia. He wrote:
“With respect to the Chapel I have not the time to draw up an estimate of the probable expense of putting in order but as the missionaries for this place Mr. and Mrs. Chapman, and Miss O Callaghan (of the Chinese Evangelization Society) have arrived at Singapore, and are expected here in a few days; I had better, I think, leave it with Mr. Chapman to make his report to you on the condition of the Chapel.”

There is yet another link and this was provided by Phillip Robinson, the founder of the well-known Singapore firm Robinson and Sons. Robinson was from Bristol and brought up a Brethren family. He left Bristol in 1850 and went first to Australia before coming to Singapore in 1857. It is almost certain that Robinson who attended Sunday School in Bristol must have known John Chapman then. The two of them could have subsequently corresponded and what Robinson wrote about Malaya must have stirred Chapman’s interest in missionary fervour. What is certain is that Chapman proceeded first to Singapore at the end of 1859 before proceeding on to Penang.


John Chapman arrived in Penang in early 1860. With his arrival Brethren work was commenced in Farquhar Street…”
In the light of these historical accounts regarding the commencement of assembly work in Penang, KC wrote to Prof. Jean for her comments. She replied:


“I think that it is clear that Chapman arrived in Singapore in December 1859, so perhaps on those grounds you could continue to use that date? I think my sources did indicate that he arrived in Penang in 1860 in very early January. But now that I look I can't find the source for that date. I will try to follow up on that for you.
 
Regarding the establishment of the assembly, John Chapman was supported by Muller's Scriptural Knowledge Institution as an independent faith missionary, so certainly he was working in the Brethren tradition.  But I think that it's fair to say that Bausum also was within that tradition, and probably in the same networks as Muller with Pietists in Germany.  But it's very hard to pin that down. Prof. Gary Tiedemann has tried to do so, but so far has had little luck. He contacted some of Bausum's German descendants and they had no correspondence or information other than that he had been baptized Lutheran, and had gone to England at some point before he went to Southeast Asia. When I contacted some of his American descendants they were quite sure that he was an independent faith missionary on the same model as Hudson Taylor, which seems to pretty much describe how he works. 
So, my conclusion would be that 1846 would be a reasonable date since that is the year in which the LMS entrusted the mission property to him.  In 1847 he bought the land that Mr. Macdonald finally was able to take control of, so there is also direct continuity between his work and the Brethren mission in that respect--they finally inherited his land, not LMS land. But you could if you liked also claim descent from the original LMS mission, which would give you a 200 year anniversary to celebrate in 2019!”
KC is greatly indebted to all these sources in trying to pinpoint the date of the commencement of assembly work in Penang. The final decision will now have to rest on the leaders of the Penang assemblies in the light of the above findings which have been uncovered.
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