R1130 - Rumination for September 27, 2026 
The Theme: WHO IS A CHRISTIAN?	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.		Acts 26:28
The Thoughts:  
A. WHO ARE CHRISTIANS? THEY ARE THOSE …
1. Who Believe in Christ – they are the Posterity of God.		Jn. 1:12, NKJV
a. But as many as Received Him, to them He gave the Right to become children of God, 
	to those who believe in His name:	
b. This is the Record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. I Jn. 5:11, 12
	He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.	
2. Who are Born again from above – they Possesses the Life of Christ.		
a. Jesus…said…Verily, verily… Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.	 Jn. 3:3
b. Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.		Jn. 3:5
c. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 	Jn. 3:6

B. HOW ONE CANNOT BECOME A CHRISTIAN.				Jn. 1:13
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
1. Not of Blood, i.e. not of Human Descent nor of Human Heritage or Human Development:  
Consider Paul of Tarsus:			Phil. 3:5-7
For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; 
as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the Church; touching the righteousness
which is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
2. Not of the Will of the Flesh, i.e. not by Human Devising.		See #A 2 above.
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.			Eph. 2:8-9
3. Not of the Will of Man, i.e. not by Human Determination.		See #B1 above

C. WHAT THE CHRISTIAN IS NOT.
1. One is not a Christian by Being Baptised.
a. What Baptism is Not…
i. Baptism is not Essential to Belief but Baptism is necessary for Confession.		Mk. 16:16
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
ii. Baptism is not Essential to the New Birth - 		Jn. 3:5, 6 See #A2 above
iii. Baptism is not Essential for Entry into Paradise – the thief on the cross was not Baptised. Lk. 23:43
Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.
b. What Baptism is.
i. A Product of Christ-Obedience to His Commission.			Mt. 28:19, 20
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.
ii. A Picture of Christ-Identification.				Rom. 6:3-5
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
iii. A Proclamation as a “Christ-One”; “Christian” = “CHRIST-One”			Acts. 26:28
And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
2. One is not a Christian by Church Connection.			Mt. 7:22, 23
Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name? 
and in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.
a. A Christian goes to Church, but going to Church does not make one a Christian.	Heb. 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
b. Registration in the Church’s Roll is not Registration in the Lamb’s Book of Life.	Rev. 20:15
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
c. A Western Name is not an additional “Christian” name; and it does not make a person a “Christian”.
3. One is not a “Christian” in Name and by being involved in “Churchy” activities. 
a. Christian Profession is not Christ-Possession. 			Mt. 7:21
Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
b. Christian Parentage does not Prove Christian Posterity. 			1 Jn. 3:10
In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: 
whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.
c. Participation in Christian Activities does not constitute Christian Personality. Mt. 7:22, 23 above.
A Bible Christian I will be, For Christ has done so much for me;
Then how could I my Lord deny, And on the words of men rely?
The Bible’s good enough for me, The Bible’s truth my creed shall be;
		From human creeds I turn away, I stand for Christ alone today. A. M. K. Deidrick
Points To Ponder:  		One does not become a Christian by joining a Creed; 
		One becomes a Christian by being joined to Christ.
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A WHO ARE CHRISTIANS? They are those ...

1. WHO BELIEVE IN CHRIST 2. WHO ARE BORN AGAIN
They are the posterity of God. FROM ABOVE
dn.1:12 They possess the life of Christ.
+ Receive Him — given the right to In.3:3,5,6
become children of God. Jn. 1:12 + Born of the Spirit, not of the flesh.
« Eternal life is in His Son. « Enter the kingdom of God.
1Jn. 5:11-12  The new birth brings new life.
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Not of human descent,
heritage or development Not by human devising Not by human determination.
Phil. 3:5-7 Eph. 2:8-9 In.1:13

1. NOT BY BAPTISM 2. NOT BY CHURCH 3. NOT BY NAME OR
Baptism is not the essence, CONNECTION “CHURCHY” ACTIVITIES
but a response. Church attendance, membership It is not about profession,

« Not essential o belief — Mk. 16:16 or activity does not make one  Christian parentage or participation.

+ Not essential to new birth — Jn. 35,6 « Many willsay “Lord, Lord” ~ Wy, 722,23 | * Profession s not possession — M. 721

+ Not essential for paradise — Lk. 23:43 « Church roll # Lamb's Book of Life — Rev 20:15 L F"ljr:n;aﬁ]e does not prove posterity —
But baptism is: « Western name # Christian — « Activities do not create personality —

caDbotiegs n Gl e 1aE" « Christian activiy # Christian — Mt 7:22,23

* Identification with Christ — Rom. 6:3-5 Mt 7:22, 23 A Bible Christian [ will be...

+ A proclamation as “Christ-One”  Acts 26:28 (paraphrase from your poem)

‘The Christian
is not what he is called,
but what Christ
has made him.
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By grace through faith. Eph. 2:8-9





R11 30   -   Rumination for September 2 7 , 2026    The  T heme:  W HO IS A  C HRISTIAN ?     berita - bethel - ung.com   The  T ext:   Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a  Christian .     Acts 26:28   The  T houghts:     A.   W HO ARE  C HRISTIANS ?   T HEY ARE THOSE  …   1.   Who   B elieve in Christ   –   the y are the   P osterity   of God .     Jn. 1:12 , NKJV   a.   But as many as   R eceived Him, to them He gave the  R ight to become children of God,      to those who believe in His name:     b.   T his is the  R ecord, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.   I Jn. 5:11, 12     He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.   2.   Who   are  B orn again from above   –   they  P ossesses the Life of Christ.       a.   Jesus … said … Verily, verily …   Except a man  be born again , he cannot see the kingdom of God.     Jn. 3:3   b.   Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man  be born of water and of the Spirit ,    he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.     Jn. 3:5   c.   That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.     Jn. 3:6     B.   H OW  O NE  C ANNOT  B ECOME  A   C HRISTIAN .         Jn. 1:13   Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.   1.   Not of  Blood ,   i.e. not  of  Human  D escent   n o r   of  H uman  H eritage or Human  D e velopment :     Consider Paul of Tarsus:       Phil. 3:5 - 7   For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin ,  an Hebrew of the Hebrews;    as touching the law, a Pharisee;   C oncerning zeal, persecuting the  C hurch; touching the righteousness   which is in the law, blameless.   But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for  C hrist.   2.   Not of the Will of the Flesh ,   i.e. not by Human  D e vising .     See  #A 2  above.   For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:   Not of works, lest any man should boast.       Eph. 2:8 - 9   3.   Not of the Will of Man ,   i.e. not by Human  D e termination .     See  #B1  above     C.   W HAT THE  C HRISTIAN IS  N OT .   1.   One is not a Christian by  B eing  B aptis ed .   a.   What  B aptism is Not …   i.   B aptism is not  Essential to  B elief but  B aptism is  necessary for  Confession.     Mk. 1 6 :16   He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but  he that believeth not shall be damned .   ii.   Baptism is not Essential to the New  B irth   -       Jn. 3:5, 6   See #A2 above   iii.   Baptism is not  E ssential for  E ntry into Paradise   –   the thief on the cross was not  B aptised.  Lk. 23:43   Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with  M e in paradise.   b.   What Baptism is.   i.   A  P roduct of  C hrist - Obedience   to His  C ommission.       Mt. 28:19, 20   Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,  baptizing   them in the  N ame of the Father, and of the Son,   and of the Holy Ghost:   Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you .   ii.   A  P icture of  C hrist - Identification.         Rom. 6:3 - 5   Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into  H is death?   T herefore we are buried with  Hi m by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the  dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.   iii.   A  P roclamation as a “ C hrist - One ” ;   “ C hristian” = “ C HRIST - One ”       Acts. 26:28   And the disciples were called  C hristians first in Antioch.   2.   One is not a  C hristian by  C hurch  C onnection .       M t.   7:22 , 23   Many will say to  M e in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in  T hy name?    and in  T hy name have cast out devils? and in  T hy name done many wonderful works?   And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from  M e, ye that work iniquity.   a.   A Christian goes to  C hurch, but going to Church does not make one a  C hristian.   Heb . 10:25   Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:  and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.   b.   R egistration in the Church’s  R oll is not  R egistration in the Lamb’s Book of Life .   R ev .   20:15   And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.   c.   A Western Name is not an additional “Christian” name; and   it  does not make a person a “ C hristian”.   3.   One is not a “ C hristian”  in Name and by being involved in “ C hurchy” activities.    a.   Christian  P rofession is not  C hrist - P ossession.        Mt. 7:2 1   Not every one that saith unto  M e, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;    b.   Christian  P arentage  does not  P rove  Christian  P osterity.        1 Jn .   3:10   In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:    whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother .   c.   P articipation in Christian Activities does not constitute Christian   P ersonality.   Mt. 7:22, 23   above.   A Bi ble Christ ian I will be, For Christ has done so much for me;   Then how could I my Lord de ny, And on the words of men re ly?   The Bi ble’s good enough for me,   The Bi ble’s truth my creed shall be;       From hu man creeds I turn away,   I stand for Christ alone to day.   A. M. K. Deidrick   Points To Ponder:        One does not become a  C hristian by joining a  C reed ;        O ne becomes a  C hristian by being joined to  C hrist.  

