R1128 - Rumination for September 13, 2026 
The Theme: PEACE…PEACE	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 
	Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.				John 14:27
The Thoughts:       
I. THE PURSUIT OF PEACE.
A. THE PEACE OF CIRCUMSTANCES.
1. From the Threat of War – Ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled:  Mt 24:7
Nation against nation; Race against race; Person against person – such is the environment we live in today
2. The Fear of the Temporariness of Life – The Uncertainty of…
The Permanence of Funds; The Provisions for the Family; The Preparation for the Future, cf. the rich fool

B. THE PEACE OF KNOWING CHRIST –
Jesus…said. Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in My name, saying, 
I am Christ; and shall deceive many.			Mt. 24:4. 5
1. The Consciousness of Sin – Sin against People; against Self; and against God.
2. The Consequences of Death – After death, is there Life? Is there Judgment? Is there Escape?
Cf.  And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:			Heb. 9:27

II. THE FORMS OF PURSUIT.
A. IN THE FORM OF JOINING A RELIGION.
1. In Performing Ceremonies – For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship…		Acts 17:23
2. In Pacifying Conscience – through Attendance in and Association with Religious Circles and Cults.
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? 
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.	 Mt. 7:22, 23
B. IN THE FORM OF RATIONALISATION.
1. By Excusing Oneself – I cannot/would not believe…what I cannot see…what I cannot grasp…
Cf. Thomas: But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.			Jn. 20:25
2. By Evading the Question: Where will you be after you die?
a. In Postponing the issue – face it when it comes.
b. In Playing down the issue – it is all psychological; nobody knows!
c. In Sidestepping the Issue – I am not the only one who will die!

III. THE PERSON OF PEACE – For He is our peace…	Eph. 2:14 (2:13-18)
A. THE PURPOSE ENVISAGED IN HIS COMING.
1. To Testify to the Word of Truth – came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Jn. 18:37
2. To Terminate the Works of the Devil –	I Jn. 3:8
The Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.	
3. To Save the World from Sin.	Jn. 3:17; 12:4
For God sent…His Son into the world…that the world through Him might be saved.
4. To Judge the Wicked (Wayward)	Jn. 9:39-41
Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world…	
5. To Present the Way of Life – I am come that they might have life…	Jn. 10:10

B. THE PEACE ENJOYED IN HIS COMING.
1. Reconciliation between God and Man – God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. II Cor. 5:19
2. Restoration of Man unto God–} Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
3. Redemption of Man unto God–} for us…it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree. Gal. 3:13

C. THE PEACE ENSURED WITH HIS COMING.
1. Peace from God – The Fountain of Peace.	Rom. 1:7
Beloved of God, called…saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ
2. Peace with God – The Fruit of Peace.	Rom. 5:1
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ
3. Peace of God – The Fulness of Peace.	Phil. 4:7; Col. 3:5
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus
4. The God of Peace – The Friendship of Peace. 	Phil. 4:9
Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: 
and the God of peace shall be with you.
The peace of God—O blessed peace, That fills the heart and calms our fears,
That bids our soul’s wild tu­mult cease, And gives us sunlight thro’ our tears.
We’ll rest in this wonderful peace, So blest and so filled with God’s love,
	Till our souls find happy release, And we reach the mansions above.		J. E. Jewett,
Points to Ponder: To a World where Peace is hard to come by. God Gives Us PEACE!
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