R1126 - Rumination for August 30, 2026 
The Theme: FREEDOM	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed				John 8:36
The Thoughts: 
Intro. 1. Malaysia's Independence Day (also known as Hari Merdeka or National Day) takes place tomorrow, on August 31, 2026. It marks the 69th anniversary of the Federation of Malaya's Freedom from British rule in 1957.
Intro. 2. What is Freedom as revealed in the Bible?	Jn, 8:31-36
a) It is Freedom from Sin as granted by the Son:  		8:31
If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.		
b) It is Freedom that is Subjected to the Standard of God’s Truth.		8:32
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

A. THE ILLUSION OF HUMAN FREEDOM – Under Sin is no Freedom. Consider …		Jn. 8:34
1. The Principle of Sin – Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 	8:34
2. The Practice of Sin.	8:34 cf. Rom. 7:14-21
a. The Futility of the Will – For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: 	 7:16, 18
	  For to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.
b. The Inability of Conscience – 			7:14, 19
	  For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.
c. The Potentiality of the Sin Principle.	 	7:17, 20, 21
	Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
	Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
3. The Product of Sin – Away from God is no Freedom: The servant abideth not in the house for ever. Jn. 8:35
a. It is being away from one’s Family.
b. It is being away from one’s Friends.
c. It is being without Fruits.

B. THE INJUNCTIONS TO ACQUIRE TRUE FREEDOM.
1. Be a Believer IN Christ – the Entrance to Salvation.
a. The True Believer – Even as He spoke, many believed in Him.	Jn. 8:30, NIV
i. Trust in Christ for Salvation	* His Authority – without Me ye can do nothing.
	* His Authenticity – no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me
	* His Ability – He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him.
ii. Rely on Christ for Sustenance 	} And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
iii. Adhere to Christ for Safe-keeping	} neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.	Jn. 10:28
b. The Nominal Believer – To the Jews who had “believed” Him (but not IN Him!)
	Jesus said, “If you hold to My teaching, you are really My disciples. Jn. 8:31, NIV
i. He only believes about Jesus. 	} Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
ii. He merely impersonates Jesus.	} in Thy name? Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall 				} enter into the kingdom of heaven;			Mt. 7:22
2. Be a Disciple of Christ – the Enjoyment of Salvation.	cf. Jn. 10:10
I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
a. The Surrender of one’s Person.	Lk. 14:26
If any man come to Me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 	   
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.		
b. The Surrender of one’s Pride –	Lk. 14:27
Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.		
c. The Surrender of one’s Possession – 	Lk. 14:33
Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be My disciple.
CONTINUE IN MY WORD	Jn. 8:31 cf. 15:8

3. Know the Truth – The Establishment of Salvation.	Vs. 32.
a. His Word is the Truth – Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy word is truth.	Jn. 17:17
b. Christ is the Truth – 	Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the Truth, and the life:	Jn. 14:6
c. Walk in the Truth – 	For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, 	even as thou walkest in the truth.	III Jn. 3
C. THE INVALUABLE FRUITS OF FREEDOM.	Rom. 6:22
1. Free from Sin and Servants to God – But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, 
	ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.	Rom. 6:22
2. Friend of God –	Jas. 2:23
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.
3. Fruit with Godliness.	II Pet. 1:6-8
Giving all diligence, add to your faith…neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus…
A long time I struggled with conflicts within, I longed to be free from the burden of sin,
My heart was so wayward tho’ oft I had tried To yield up my will to the dear Crucified.
I longed to be free, oh, I longed to be free! From bondage and sin, how I longed to be free!	Sadie Sterling
Points To Ponder: Only…If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed - MERDEKA!
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