R1123 - Rumination for August 9, 2026 
The Theme: THE EVIDENCE OF GOD AT WORK.	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	Then they that gladly received his word were baptized…And they continued stedfastly 
	in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.		Acts 2:41, 42
The Thoughts: 
A. THE PEOPLE OBEYED AND OBSERVED GOD’S WORD.			Acts 2:41
1. They…gladly Received his word were baptized.  				2:41
2. They Received the word with all Readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily…	17:11
3. They Regarded [obedience] better than sacrifice, And to hearken than the fat of rams. 	I Sam. 15:22
4. They Read the Word of God as the Lord’s commandments, acknowledg[ing] that the things
that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.			I Cor. 14:37, 38

B. THE PEOPLE CONTINUED [STEADFASTLY] CONSISTENTLY IN GOD-DIRECTED ACTIVITIES – Acts 4:42
1. Continuity is the Mark of Genuineness.				I Jn. 2:19
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.
2. Continuity is the Mark of Faithfulness: it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. I Cor. 4:2
3. Continuity is rewarded with Fruitfulness. 				I Cor. 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
The Activities to Continue in… 	a. The Apostles’ Doctrine – the Principles of the Christian Faith.
			b. Fellowship – The Partnership in the Christian Love.
		c. Breaking of Bread – The Practice of the Christian Hope. 
		d. Prayer – The Power of the Christian Life.

C. THE PEOPLE REVERED AND REACHED OUT IN GOD’S NAME - And fear came upon every soul: Acts 2:43
1. The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom and Knowledge.	Psa. 111:9, 10; Pro. 1:7; 9:10
a. Practise Punctuality – the Lord’s Supper is an appointed feast.			cf. Lev. 23:3
b. Practise Propriety – know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God.	cp. I Tim. 3:15
c. Practise the Lord’s Precepts – Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only…		Jas. 1:22

2. Familiarity with the Lord Breeds Judgment. Avoid Familiarity…
a. with God’s Presence – He smote the men…because they had looked into the ark of the Lord. I Sam. 6:19
b. at the Lord’s SuPPer – let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, …	I Cor. 11:18-31
c. in making empty Promises to God – why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost. Acts 5:1-3-5

3. Faithfulness to the Lord makes one reach out – Well done, good and faithful servant…	Mt. 25:23
a. Faithfulness to the Lord’s Commission to go…into all the World, and preach the gospel…	Mk. 16:15
b. Faithfulness to the Lord’s Command to be Witnesses unto Me.			Acts 1:8
i. Without the GO, there can be no GOspel. 			Mt. 28, 19, 20
ii. Without OTHERS, there can be no loving brOTHERS.			I Jn. 3:16; Jn,]. 10:16
iii. Without the I, there can be no gIvIng of mIne.			II Cor. 8:5

D. THE PEOPLE CARED FOR AND COMMUNICATED WITH GOD’S PEOPLE.		Acts 2:44, 45
1. There was Consideration for One Another.				Phil. 2:1-2-5
Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.
2. There was Care for one Another and for All.			I Cor. 12:25, 26
That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.
And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, 
all the members rejoice with it.
3. There was Concern for one Another.				I Jn. 3:17, 18
My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

E. THE PEOPLE PRAISED GOD AND PARTICIPATED FULLY IN GOD’S PROGRAMME.		Acts 2:46, 47
1. There was Unity in the Temple – And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple	2:46
2. There was Activity in each house – and breaking bread from house to house, 				2:46
3. There was Singularity in Service – with gladness and singleness of heart,				2:46
4. There was Testimony in Public – Praising God, and having favour with all the people.		2:47
5. There was Psalmody in all Hearts – And the Lord added to the Church such as should be saved.	2:47

Bind Thy people, Lord, in union, With the sevenfold cord of love;
Breathe a spirit of communion With the glorious hosts above;
Let Thy work be seen progressing; Bow each heart, and bend each knee;
		Till the world, Thy truth possessing, Celebrates its jubilee. 	Thomas W. B. Aveling

Points To Ponder: We are God’s Workmanship for God to Work in us and through us!
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