R1120 - Rumination for July 19, 2026 
The Theme: THE LORD’S ELEVEN	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, 
	Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you…	Acts 2:14
The Thoughts: 	
Intro. Today/Tomorrow will see the Final for the FIFA World Cup 2026™, an expanded soccer tournament Co-hosted by the United States, Canada, and Mexico spanning 39 days from June 11 to July 19, 2026 being played out in New Jersey, New York City to see which Country will be Crowned Champion soccer team of the world! This event features a record 48 teams Competing in 104 matches.
Compare this with The Lord’s ELEVEN Commissioned by Captain Jesus Christ to go into the World to “do battle” with the Countries in all the world. 
Compare the Six occ. of Eleven in Scripture: Mt. 28:16; Mk. 16:14; Lk. 24:9, 33; Acts 1:26; 2:14
A.	THE ELEVEN PLUS ONE [in the Qualifying Rounds]
1.	The Selection of the Team.
a.	The Prayer - He went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. Lk. 6:12
b.	The Probation - He called…His disciples: and…He chose twelve, whom also He named apostles. 6:13
c.	The Players’ List - apostles				Lk. 6:13-16; Mt. 10:2-4
i.	Peter, the Captain – first mentioned in all lists.	
ii.	John and James, 2 strikers – the sons of thunder (in a 2-5-3-1 game)	Mk. 3:17
iii.	 Matthew, the goal-keeper – sitting in the receipt of custom as tax-collector	Matt. 9:9
iv.	Judas, the Reserved – the last mentioned in all lists with a notorious attribute.	Lk. 6:16
		 Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.
2.	The Strategy for the Team. The Players were sent forth …
	“send forth” [apostello] with same root as apostles [apostolos]
	Apostles are sent forth; Football players play football; Christians (Acts 11:26) behave as Christians (I Pet. 4:16)
a.	With Authority – to have power [their instructions come from the Coach]	Mk. 3:15
b.	In Company (… and…)  [1-1 marking, with others to assist] 	Mt. 10:2-4 cf. Lk.10:1
		- Now the names of the twelve apostles are these…
c.	With a Priority – (to Score goals – to Save Souls)
i.	Their Mission – the lost sheep of Israel…-- avoid Gentiles and Samaria.	Mt. 10:6; Mt. 10:5
ii.	Their Message – the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 	Mt. 10:7
iii.	Their Manner of Approach/Attack – 	Mt. 10:8-15
	Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give…

B. THE ELEVEN [in the semi-finals]
1. The Team – the eleven
a.	Rejected a woman’s testimony, and Dejected. [the Goals scored against them?]	Lk. 24:9-11ff
	It was Mary Magdalene…and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles. And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.
b.	Rebuked for not believing in Him.		Mk. 16:14
	Afterward He appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief     and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen Him after He was risen.
c.	Role of Peter – Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass. Lk. 24:12
d.	Revival of the Team.		Lk. 24:33-35
And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, 
and them that were with them, Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 
And they told what things were done in the way, and how He was known of them in breaking of bread.
e.	Reassurance of the Coach – And as they thus spake, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, 
			and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.	Lk. 24:36
2.	The Coach – Jesus.			Mt. 28:16-20
a.	His Qualifications – All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. 	Mt. 28:18
b.	His Instructions			Mt. 28:19
i.	Teach all nations.		Ct. #2c(i) above
ii.	Teach them to observe all things.
c.	His Declaration and Promise: I am with you always. 	Mt. 28:20
d.	His renewed Commission with a new Spirit.	Acts 1:8 ct. Mt. 10:6
	But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
C.	THE ELEVEN PLUS ONE [in the Final]
1.	The Eleven and the Substitute – numbered with the eleven.		Acts 1:26
2.	The Eleven and the Captain – standing up with the eleven		Acts 2:14
	 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea,
	and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words…
Con.: The Team Scored with the renewed Spirit and 3000 Souls were Saved. 				Acts 2:41, 42
Go, bid the glad disciples see Their risen Lord in Galilee;
Alleluia, Alleluia! Of Simon Peter, next, I ween,
	Then of th’eleven, He was seen Alleluia, Alleluia!		Anonymous
Points to Ponder:  The Goal of the Eleven is to Save Souls (Score Goals) for the Glory of God.
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