R1118 - Rumination for July 5, 2026 
The Theme: SACRIFICE	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
	a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.		Rom. 12:1
The Thoughts: 
A. THE SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES ATTESTED TO REGARDING SACRIFICE.
1. The Priority in Sacrifice.	II Cor. 8:5
This they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.
a. Surrendered to the Ways of God – gave their own selves.	Cf. Rom. 12:1, 2
i. It involves a Decision of our Mind – present
· Based on the Salvation of God – by the mercies of God.
· Based on the Service for God – your reasonable service
ii. It Involves the Dedication of our Lives – present your bodies
· 	} a Living Sacrifice.		}
· Which must be	} Holy		} Cf.	II Tim. 2:21
· 	} Acceptable		}
If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, 
and meet for the Master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.

b. Surrendered to the Will of God through the Transformation of the Life.		Rom. 12:2
i. Non-conformity to the World of Man - And be not conformed to this world
ii. Through the reneWal of the Mind - but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,
iii. Identity with the Will of God - … prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God
	
2. The Preparedness to Sacrifice.	
a. With a Penitent Life.	Psa. 51:16, 17
For Thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: Thou delightest not in burnt offering.
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.
b. An Obedient Life.	I Sam. 15:22 cf. 49:6-8
Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to hearken than the fat of rams.
c. A Consistent Life – If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:	Isa. 1:18, 19

B. THE STIPULATED PRINCIPAL AREAS FOR SACRIFICE.
1. Priority to Christ over Parents and Progeny.	Lk. 14:26
If any man come to Me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children,
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
2. Preparedness to Pursue Christ all the Way.	Lk. 14:27
And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple.
3. Pass up all his Possesses for the sake of Christ.	Lk, 14:33
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be My disciple.	

C. SOME PERSONAL ATTAINMENTS WORTH SACRIFICE FOR.
1. Scripture 	Mastery.	II Tim. 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.
2. Attending 	Meetings.	Pro. 84:10 cf. Heb. 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is….
3. Christian 	Maturity.	I Pet. 1:5-8 cf. Eph. 4:13-15
Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
4. Reading 	Material.	I Tim. 4:13 cf. II Tim. 4:13
Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.
5. Increased 	Ministry	Lk, 16:10 cf. Mt. 13:12
He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much…
6. Fruitful 	Multiplications	Jn. 15:2, 5 cf. I Cor. 15:58
I am the Vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
7. Involved	Moments	Eph. 5:16
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
8. Consecrated 	Magnanimity	II Cor. 8:1-5
How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality.
9. Equal	Marriages.	II Cor. 6:14-18	
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
Now Christ our Passover we Proclaim: The Same the Sacrifice; the Same,
	Pure to the pure of heart and dear, Th’unleavened bread of truth Sincere.	Ambrose of Milan
Points To Ponder: Behold, to OBEY is better than SACRIFICE, And to hearken than the fat of rams!
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ACROSTIC TEXT OUTLINE
— SURRENDERED TO THE WILL OF GOD
“Present your bodies a living , holy, acceptable...”
— ATTESTED SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES
“Giving our own selves to the Lord as our reasonable service.”
~ CHRIST-CENTERED PRIORITY
ing Christ above parents, progeny, and our own lives.”
— RENEWING OF THE MIND
“Transforming our lives through non-conformity to the world.”
T ~\voLve MomenTs
“Redeeming the time, for the days are evil.”
JF ~FRUITFUL MULTIPLICATIONS
“Abiding in the vine to bring forth much fuit.”
] - INCREASED MINISTRY
“Faihfulness in the least leading to greater service.”
~ CONSECRATED MAGNANIMITY
*Abounding in the riches of iberality through grace.”
I - EQUAL MARRIAGES
“Honoring od through holy, equally yoked unions.”
POINTS TO PONDER:
Behold, to obey s better than sacrifice,
And to hearken than the fat of rams!” (I Sam. 15:22)
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