R1113 - Rumination for May, 31 2026 
The Theme: O WONDERFUL, WONDERFUL WORD OF THE LORD! 	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet, And a Light unto my path.	Ps 119:105
The Thoughts:
Introduction: Accuracy/Authenticity/Reliability of the Bible/the Scriptures/the Word of God is Absolute 
	cf. “Accuracy” Related in Human Terms which is Relative…
(A) It is dependent on the Accuracy of the Instrument of measurement which can always be Improved.
(B) On the other hand, Accuracy of the Word in Divine terms is Absolute.
Hence, a Biblical Fact may be Found to be “Inaccurate” because of the Imperfections of human measurement, the limitations of human comprehension and the appropriate time of development.
(C) Accuracy in Biblical terms is only claimed for the Original Bible Manuscripts – not their Translations!

A. THE COMPOSITION OF THE BIBLE.
1. The English word, “Bible” is from the Greek “biblios” = Books 	cf. Psa. 40:7; Heb. 10:7
Then said I, Lo, I come: In the volume of the book it is written of Me.	
2. “Scripture” is from Latin = writing, hence, a Library of books.	cf. Dan. 10:21;
But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: 
3. “The Word of God” – Take…the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;	Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12
The word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. [NKJV]

B. THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE - The Bible does not Contain the Word, but IS the Word of God.
1. It is Accurate in the Words Chosen. 			Heb. 4:12
The word of God is living and powerful… sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.		Matt. 5:18
2. It is Accurate in the Tense Chosen.	
a. God is the ever-present I AM. Moreover He said, I AM the God of thy father, 					   the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.		Exo. 3:6 
b. Jesus claimed to be God, the I AM
Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”	cf. Jn. 8:58
Cf. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever.		Heb. 13:8	
3. It is Accurate in the Number Chosen.		Gal 3:16
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many;
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.
4. 
C. THE CONFIRMATION OF THE BIBLE:
1. The Testimony of the Scripture.	II Tim. 3:16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness…
2. The Testimony of the Saviour - the scripture cannot be broken;			Jn. 10:35	
	that all things which are written may be fulfilled.	Lk. 21:22
And He said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in the psalms, concerning Me.			Lk. 24:44
3. The Testimony of Scientific Harmony: Does the Bible agree with Science?
a. No, if referred to the Scientific Theories – they need to be modified according to new discoveries.
b. Yes, if they refer to the Laws of God in Nature. Consider the “Scientific” Statements of Scripture:-
i. The earth is Suspended in Space: 				Job 26:7
He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing	
ii. The Earth is Spherical: It is He that sitteth upon the circle of the earth… 		Isa. 40:22
iii. The Number of Stars is Innumerable: As the host of heaven cannot be numbered…Jer. 33:22 cf. Psa. 19:1
· Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them…” — 	Gen. 15:5
iv. Life is in the Blood-Stream - For the life of the flesh is in the blood…			Lev. 17:11
4. 	The Testimony of the Spade (Archaeology) 	See Archaeological Note below.
5.	The Testimony of Fulfilled Spoken and Written Prophecy - For the prophecy came not in old time	        by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.	II Pet 1:21
a. The Testimony of Historical accuracy of Places, People, Properties, etc. 
b. The Testimony of Internal consistency – Statements made from various Sources Solidly Substantiated. 
c. The Testimony of Fanny Crosby and other Saints:
O wonderful, wonderful Word of the Lord! True wisdom its pages unfold;
And though we may read them a thousand times o’er, They never, no never, grow old!
Each line hath a treasure, each promise a pearl, That all if they will may secure;
And we know that when time and the world pass away, God’s Word shall forever endure.	Fanny Crosby
Points To Ponder: Acknowledge in Awe the Wonders of the Word!

SPECIAL NOTE ON “ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE SCRIPTURE.         From a Google Search: 
How does the Archaeological Spade prove that the Bible is true?
The phrase "with every turn of the archaeologist's spade, the truth of the Bible is confirmed" is a famous metaphor used by biblical defenders and apologists to emphasize how physical excavations support scripture. 
The "Archaeological Spade" is not a single artifact; it represents the entire field of biblical archaeology.
Strictly speaking, archaeology cannot inductively prove the spiritual truth of the Bible (such as the existence of God or the reality of miracles), but it does substantiate its historical and geographical framework.
1. Verifying Missing Biblical Figures
For centuries, secular critics argued that prominent biblical characters were entirely mythical. Excavations have physically disproved this scepticism:
a. The House of David: Critics long claimed King David was a legend. In 1993, archaeologists unearthed the Tel Dan Stele, a 9th-century BCE victory stone referencing the "House of David".
b. Pontius Pilate: The Roman governor who ordered Jesus' crucifixion was missing from the archaeological record until 1961, when the Pilate Stone was dug up in Caesarea Maritima, explicitly bearing his name and title.
c. High Priest Caiaphas: In 1990, workers discovered the Caiaphas Ossuary, a highly decorated burial box containing the remains of the high priest who presided over the trial of Jesus.2. Confirming Specific Historical 
2. Events Excavations often uncover Physical Evidence of wars, sieges, and structures described in the biblical text:
a. Hezekiah’s Tunnel: II Kings 20:20 states that King Hezekiah carved a water tunnel under Jerusalem to survive an Assyrian siege. Visitors can still walk through this Siloam Tunnel today, which matches the biblical description perfectly.
b. The Babylonian Conquest: Digs in Jerusalem have uncovered thick layers of ash, scorched arrowheads, and broken pottery dating precisely to 586 BCE, confirming the destruction of the city by King Nebuchadnezzar.
3. Validating Cultural and Geographical Accuracy
a. The spade proves that the writers of the Bible had firsthand, contemporary knowledge of the places and customs they recorded, rather than writing fiction centuries later:
b. Geographical Markers: The Gospel of John mentions the Pool of Bethesda having "five roofed colonnades." Skeptics doubted its existence until the pool was excavated, complete with exactly five porticoes.
c. Ancient Legal Customs: Clay tablets discovered at ancient sites like Nuzi and Mari reflect the exact legal, adoption, and inheritance customs described during the patriarchal eras of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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