R1109 - Rumination for May, 3 2026 
The Theme: THE TESTIMONY OF “FORTY” IN SCRIPTURE.	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, 
	shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know My breach of promise.	Num. 13:25
The Thoughts:
Intro.: The Number forty (40) in Scripture has…
(a) A Significant Meaning of Testing, Trial, Transition and Transformation…			See below.
	In a Time during which individuals or groups Prepared and Probated for a new Phase or Purpose in Life.
(b) A Symbolic Meaning frequently associated with events that involve Preparation, Punishment or Probation. 	The recurrence of this number in various biblical narratives underscores its thematic importance in the divine 	Plan and Programme, marking significant Transitions and Transformations in the lives of God's People.
(c)	This Singular number itself occurs 157 Times in the Bible – 132 in the OT and 25 in the NT. 
	1st. OT Occ.  – 	Gen. 7:4: ...I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights...
	Last OT Occ. – 	Eze. 46:22: In the four corners of the court there were courts joined of forty cubits long...
1st. NT occ. –	Mt. 4:2 - And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights...
	Last NT occ. – 	Heb. 3:17 – But with whom was he grieved forty years? 
Following are some examples from which we can Learn Lessons from the “forty” incidents:

A. THE UNIVERSAL FLOOD ON EARTH LASTED 40 DAYS.	Gen. 7:12	
And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.
1. The Reason for the Flood – the Corruption of the Creatures on Earth.	Gen 6:5 -7 See #2 below.
2. The Rationale behind the Narrative of the Flood:		I Pet. 3:20-22 
a. The People on the Earth were disobedient, 	
b. The Patience of God - the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
c. The Preparation while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 
d. The Picture: The like Figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the Filth of the Flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 
3. The Rescue from the Flood – Noah (and his family) were the Exception and Escaped from the Flood- 
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, for …Noah walked with God			Gen. 6:8, 9b, 18

B. MOSES WAS ON MOUNT SINAI 40 DAYS AND 40 NIGHTS TO RECEIVE THE LAW.
1. Moses spent 40 days and 40 nights on Mount Sinai to Receive the Law.		Exo. 24:18; Deut. 9:9
Moses…gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights
2. The people accepted the “Book of the covenant” and Blood was sprinkled on them to Confirm it. Exo. 24:7f
3. But soon after, they Broke the Law, Built a Golden Bull and Bowed down to it!		Exo. 32:1-10
· Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. 1 Jn. 3:4
	
C. ISRAEL WAS MADE TO WANDER IN THE WILDERNESS FOR 40 YEARS:  		Num. 14:33-34
1. And your children shall Wander in the Wilderness forty years, and bear your Whoredoms, 
until your carcases be Wasted in the Wilderness. 
2. And your children shall be Shepherds in the wilderness forty years and shall Suffer for your faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness. 
· After the number of the days in which ye Searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, 
shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know My breach of promise.		
Cf. After forty days, the men returned from Spying out the land.			Num. 13:25	
· Behold, ye have Sinned against the Lord: and be Sure your Sin will find you out.		Num. 32:33

D. JESUS' FASTED FOR 40 DAYS AND 40 NIGHTS IN THE WILDERNESS, where He was tempted by the devil. 
"After fasting forty days and forty nights, He was hungry." 	Matt. 4:1, 2-10
· The Devil tempted Eve with the Same Strategy, he tempted the Lord with: the Lusts of the World I Jn. 2:16
For all that is in the world, (1) the lust of the flesh, and (2) the lust of the eyes, and (3) the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world.
1. The Lust of the Flesh. The Devil’s use in tempting…
Eve: When the woman saw that the tree was good for food			Gen. 3:6a	
The Lord: If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.		Mt. 4:3
2. The Lust of the Eyes. The Devil’s use in tempting…
Eve: When the woman saw that…it was pleasant to the eyes			Gen. 3:6b
The Lord: …the devil taketh Him up into an exceeding high mountain, 
and sheweth Him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;....
And saith unto Him, All these things will I give thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me.	Mt. 4:8, 	
3. The Pride of Life: The Devil’s use in tempting…
Eve: and a tree to be desired to make one wise			Gen. 3:6c
The Lord: If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down: for it is written, He shall give His angels charge concerning Thee: and in their hands they shall bear Thee up…			Matt. 4:6
· Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour:			I Pet. 5:8

E. POST-RESURRECTION APPEARANCES – After His suffering, He presented Himself to them with many convincing proofs that He was alive. He appeared to them over a span of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.				Acts 1:3
Among the convincing proofs were: -				I Cor. 15:5-8
1. Christ died for our sins…was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures
2. And that ﻿He was seen of ﻿Cephas, then ﻿of the twelve: 
3. After that, he was seen of ﻿above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part ﻿remain unto this present, but some are ﻿fallen asleep. 
4. After that, He was seen of ﻿James; then of ﻿all the apostles. 
5. And ﻿last of all ﻿he was seen of me (Paul) …the least of the apostles, 
· This is the Jesus Whom we Remember and Revere today (the Lord’s Day) at His Supper. I Cor. 11:25, 26
	Do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
	For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till He come.
	
Forty days and forty nights Thou wast fasting in the wild;
Forty days and forty nights Tempted, and yet undefiled.
Then if Satan on us press, Jesus, Savior, hear our call!
	Victor in the wilderness, Grant we may not faint nor fall!	George H. Smyttan
Points To Ponder: A Person Reaps what he Sows; sometimes it may take 40 years to realise it is So!
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