R1103 - Rumination for March, 22 2026 
The Theme: THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST – PT. 1	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. 	Mt. 28:6
The Thoughts:
Series: IF THERE WERE NO RESURRECTION, …
I. 22ND MARCH – I. THE REALITY IS CHRIST IS RISEN	Mt. 28:6 
II. 29TH MARCH – II. AND INDEED, IF CHRIST BE NOT RISEN – 	I Cor. 15:14
III. 5TH APRIL – BUT NOW IS CHRIST RISEN!	I Cor. 15:20

Intro.: The Resurrection of Christ is Vital to the Foundation of the Christian Faith.	
	And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching Vain, and your faith is also Vain.	I Cor. 15:14 
	And if Christ be not raised, your faith is Vain; ye are yet in your sins.		1 Cor 15:17
A. CHRIST IS RISEN (as He said).	Matt. 28:6
The Resurrection of Christ was not an accident –
1. It was according to God’s Word.	I Cor. 15:3, 4
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures
a. It was in God’s Plan.	Acts 2:23, 24
i. God Delivered Him by the Determinate counsel and Foreknowledge of God
ii. Only then His enemies could by wicked hands have crucified and slain Him;
Whom God hath raised up, having loosed [Him from] the pains of death – 
iii. As He was the Holy One! – It was not possible that He should be Holden of it [Death].
b. It was in God’s Prophecy.	Psa. 16:10
For Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell; Neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.
i. Every one born into this world must Die as all have sinned.	Rom. 6:23; 3:23
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God and the soul that sinneth, it shall die	
ii. Christ Died because He was bearing man’s sin.	I Pet 2:24
Who His own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
iii. However, Christ could not be held by Death, because He is the Holy One.
Thus, Peter’s reference to the Psalmist’s Prophecy in his Preaching.	Acts 2:27, 30-32 cf. Psa. 16:10
Because Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.
Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, He would raise up Christ to sit on His throne; he seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.
This Jesus hath God raised up, Whereof We all are Witnesses.
c. It was in God’s Pictures of His Feasts:
i. The Peace Offering	Lev. 19:5-8 cp. Acts 2:27
The Peace Offering, that hallowed thing (v. 8) was not to be eaten after the 2nd day. 
Cp. Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
ii. The Feast of Firstfruits	Lev. 23:10, 11
The Lord Jesus resurrected on the morrow after the sabbath, i.e. Sunday! 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest, And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it. 
iii. The Prophet Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. Mt.12:40
For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

2. It was according to the Witnesses.	I Cor. 15:5-8
After the Resurrection He was seen of…
a. Peter (He was Forlorn, Mt. 26:75), but became Fruitful (Acts 2:40, 41)	I Cor. 15:5 cp. Mk. 16:7
b. The Disciples – (They were Fearful, Mt. 26:56) but became Fearless (Acts 8:1, 4)
c. Over 500 men	I Cor. 15:6
i. NB. not counting the women, cp. the testimony of men was more reliable than women
ii. At one time – not all could be disillusioned!
iii. Some men were still living; the truth could be verified.
d. Paul	I Cor. 15:8-11
The Persecutor of the Church became the Preacher of Christ. 	Acts 8:1 cp. 9:15, 20
Could the above people be the witnesses they were, if something marvellous had not transformed them?
Part II – R1104 to continue on 29th March.
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing ye heav’ns, and earth reply, Alleluia! 
		Charles Wesley
Points To Ponder: Our Stand on Christ’s Death, Burial and Resurrection is not based on Wishy-Washy Sand but on the Solid Rock of God’s Word and His Witnesses.
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