R1102 - Rumination for March, 15 2026 
The Theme: THE CUP IN SCRIPTURE	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	The Cup of the LORD'S right hand		Hab. 2:16
The Thoughts: The Cup Through the Bible – From Retribution to Redemption.
A. THE CUP OF DIVINE WRATH (PROPHETIC JUDGMENT)
1. In the Old Testament prophets, the cup often symbolizes God’s judgment poured out on sin. 	Hab. 2:16 
Thou art filled with shame for glory: drink thou also… the cup of the LORD'S right hand shall be turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory.”
a. The Cup of Judgment during a time of violence and injustice as mentioned by Habakkuk:	Hab. 2:15–16
Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, That puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, That thou mayest look on their nakedness! Thou art filled with shame for glory: Drink thou also, and let thy foreskin be uncovered: The cup of the Lord’s right hand shall be turned unto thee, 
And shameful spewing shall be on thy glory
b. The Condemned judgments upon Babylon: Five “Woes” pronounced against Wickedness:	 Hab. 
Shall not all these take up a parable against him, And a taunting proverb against him, and say, 	2:6
i. Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his!... And to him that ladeth himself with thick clay!
ii. Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, That he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil!				2:9
iii. Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, And stablisheth a city by iniquity!				2:12
iv. Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, That puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, That thou mayest look on their nakedness!				2:15
v. Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, And there is no breath at all in the midst of it.				2:19

2. Other prophets use the same imagery to Represents God’s Righteous judgment against sin and Rebellion.
a. Jeremiah: 	Take the wine cup of this fury at My hand, and cause all the nations… to drink it. 		5:15
b. Isaiah: 	Thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out.	  	 51:17

B. THE CUP OF HUMAN DESTINY –
1. The Cup can represent one’s Portion in life—either blessing or judgment.	Psalms
The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup.	Psa. 16:5
2. The Cup of Punishment: For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup… 
the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and drink them.	Psa. 75:8
· God Determines what each Person ultimately receives.

C. THE CUP OF CHRIST’S SUFFERING
In the New Testament, Jesus speaks of drinking the cup, referring to bearing God’s judgment for sin.
1. My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt. Mt. 26:39
2. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of? 	Matt. 20:22
· Jesus willingly drinks the cup of Divine wrath on behalf of sinners.

D. THE CUP OF SALVATION AND BLESSING
Through Christ’s sacrifice, the cup is transformed from Retribution to Redemption.
1. I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.	Psa. 116:13
2. This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.”	Lk. 22:20
3. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?	I Cor. 10:16
· The cup now represents Forgiveness, covenant, and Fellowship with Christ.

Summary:
E. Cp. THE CUP IN GOD’S PLAN
1. The Cup of Condemnation – God’s Punishment/judgment on sin.	Hab. 2:16; Jer. 25:15
The cup of the Lord’s right hand shall be turned unto thee, And shameful spewing shall be on thy glory.
2. The Cup of Calling – The Portion assigned to every life.	Ps. 16:5; Ps. 75:8
The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: Thou maintainest my lot.
3. The Cup of Christ – The Part of suffering borne by the Savior.	Matt. 26:39
O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.
4. The Cup of Communion – The Participation of blessing shared by believers	Luke 22:20; I Cor. 10:16
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

Death and the curse were in our cup: O Christ, ’twas full for Thee;
But Thou hast drained the last dark drop, ’Tis empty now for me.
	That bitter cup, love drank it up; Now blessing’s draught for me.	Anne R. Cousin
Points To Ponder: 
Christ drank the Cup of our Sin and Suffered to give us His Cup of Salvation that we be Saved!
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