R1100 - Rumination for March, 01 2026 
The Theme: THE CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, 
	and they two shall be one flesh.	Eph. 5:31
The Thoughts:
MARRIAGE IS…
A. A PICTURE OF DIVINE LOVE CONCEIVED IN SEEKING…	Rom. 5:5-10	
1. To Win the Sinner - At this stage, Love is only one way.	Rom. 5:8-10
2. To Woo the Sinner	Rom. 5:5-7
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 5:6
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.				5:7
a. Consider God’s Divine Attribute – for God is love.	I Jn. 4:8b
b. And His His Divine Act – In this was manifested the love of God toward us,	I Jn. 4:9-10
because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.	
3. To Appeal to the Will of the Sinner – cf. “will you marry/have me…?”
a. The Offer of a Reconciliation – 	Rom. 5:10a
as when we were His enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, 
b. The Offer of a Relationship – much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.	 5:10b; 
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine;
no more can ye, except ye abide in Me. I am the Vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, 	 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing. Jn. 15:4, 5
c. The Offer Results – These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, 
	and that your joy might be full.			15:11					
B. A PERSONAL COMMITMENT…	Eph. 5
1. To Love One Another – The two shall be one flesh.	vs. 31 cp. vv. 25, 28  
a. Love the Partner as Oneself – So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.
b. Love the Partner as One’s Only – he that loveth his wife loveth himself.
2. To Live with One Another – …nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:	Eph. 5:29
a. To Nourish – to Feed with Food, Prospering (in Growth).
b. To Cherish – to Prize one another as Precious.	
c. To Furnish – to Provide for and Protect one another. 
i. Where there are Faults, Forgive.
ii. Where there are Shortcomings, Supply/Supplement.
iii. Where there is Goodness, Goad on.

C. A PERPETUAL CONTRACT.
1. It Stands on an Oath – one cannot go back on an oath.
a. It is a Binding Contact 		cp. Num. 30:2
If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; 
he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.
b. Consider a Tragic Case – Jephthah and his daughter.	Jud. 11:30, 31, 34, 35
2. It is a One-Partner Oath – A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife… cp. I Tim. 3:2
a. Hence no Outside Diversion/Distraction!
b. Hence no Resort to Divorce – What…God hath joined together, let no man put asunder.	Mt. 19:6
3. It is a One-Partner Only Oath – i.e. only one living partner at any one time.	I Cor. 7:39
The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, 
she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.
Thus: the Marriage Vow: To have and to hold this day forward.
		For better or for worse, in sickness and 
		In health, to have and to cherish, till death do us part.

D. COMPARE THE PICTURESQUE COMING MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB	Rev. 19:7-9
1. A Time of Rejoicing: Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him: 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready.
2. A Tie of Righteous Saints.	19:8
And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: 
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
3. The True Blessings of the Invited Guests. 	19:9 
Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.
Husband, wife, are now one twain, One in heart may they remain;
One in sentiment and will, All the law of love fulfil.
At the marriage of the Lamb, When the ready Bride is come,
	We shall at the marriage feast Find the best is kept till last.      Charles Wesley
Points To Ponder: The Feast at the Lord’s Supper is a Pointer to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb to come.
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