R1097 - Rumination for Feb. 8th  2026
The Theme: WHAT IF…?	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: ﻿ 	WHAT IF thy father answer thee roughly?	I Sam. 20:10
The Thots: 
Intro.: “What If?” preSupposes a Situation yet future that is uncertain!
A. WHY DOES A PERSON ASK, “WHAT IF…?” 
1. Because he Fears he may Face a worse Future.
a. Thus, David replied to Jonathan when the latter sought his Father’s Favour for him: 		I Sam 20:10 Then said David to Jonathan, Who shall tell me? or WHAT IF thy father answer thee roughly?
b. When God’s People disobeyed Him, what could they expect – the Rod or the Sword? 	Eze. 21:13 
…it is a trial, and WHAT IF the Sword contemn even the rod? it Shall be no more, Saith the Lord God.
Cf. 21:9-11 - Son of man, prophesy, and Say, Thus Saith the Lord; Say, A Sword, a Sword is Sharpened, and also furbished: It is Sharpened to make a Sore Slaughter; it is furbished that it may glitter: 
Should we then make mirth? it contemneth the rod of My Son, as every tree. And he hath given it to be furbished, that it may be handled: this Sword is Sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it into the hand of the Slayer.
2. Because worse may be the Fate of those who refuse to accept the Faith provided by God:	Rom 3:3
a. For WHAT IF some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?
b. WHAT IF God, Willing to shew His Wrath, and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of Wrath fitted to destruction…?				Rom 9:22
i. As God is Love.
· God So loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him Should not perish, but have everlasting life.				Jn. 3:16	
· He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.				I Jn. 4:8	
· And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; 			I Jn. 4:16	.
ii. And God is Longsuffering.				I Pet 3:20
…once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, 
wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.

B. WHEN DO WE NOT HAVE TO ASK, “WHAT IF?”
1. When an Order comes from God, we need not Fear: have Faith in Him to do what He says: 	Heb. 10:23
Let us hold Fast the profession of our Faith without wavering; (for He is Faithful that promised;).  
a. Why so? 	-  Because to Obey God is Better than Sacrifice. 				I Sam 15:22
Samuel said…   Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to hearken than the fat of rams.
b. How so?	- Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 
	  as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
	  Cf. And why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?	Lk. 6:46
c. When so?	- When with Our Open Confession we Own and Obey:
	  Ye call Me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.				John 13:13
· 	Trust in the Lord and don’t despair; He is a Friend so true;
	  No matter what your troubles are, Jesus will see you through.
Ct. Mt. 7:22f	- Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name? 	
	   and in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful works?
	  then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.
	
2. Because He is the Omni… in His Person:
a.	He is Omniscient – He knows All things from beginning to end				Rev 22:13
	I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.
b.	He is Omnipotent – He is All-Powerful to keep all His Promises and all things are Possible with Him: 
i.	Thus, His Promises are Yea and Amen – 				II Cor 1:20
	For all the Promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.
ii. Hold Fast to them in Faith:  Let us hold Fast the profession of our Faith 
		without wavering; (for He is Faithful that promised).  		Heb.10:23
c. He is Omnipresent – He is Present everywhere.				Ps 139:7, 8
Whither shall I go from thy spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy presence?
If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there: If I make my bed in hell, behold, Thou art there.

3. When Only Obedience and Trust are required:		
Trust and Obey, for there’s no other way
To be Happy in Jesus is to Trust and Obey.
Jesus is coming to earth again; What if it were today?
Coming in power and love to reign; What if it were today?
Coming to claim His chosen bride, All the redeemed and purified,
	Over this whole earth scattered wide; What if it were today?	 Lelia N. Morris

Points To Ponder: There are no “If’s” with God; For all the promises of God in Him are yea,
	  and in Him Amen, unto the Glory of God 
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