R1090 - Rumination for December 21st 2025
The Theme: “MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR”!	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: ﻿For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.	Lk. 2:11
The Thots:
Intro. In a few more days, Christians and non-Christians will Celebrate CHRISTmas or X-mas – the former will seek to Call to Remembrance the Birth of CHRIST while the latter will Celebrate and Revel the Festival without CHRIST – CHRIST is Crossed out with an X. They Certainly do not want CHRIST in their Celebration! 
So what are the differences? 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year?!
A. THE CONCEPT OF CHRISTMAS.
	
	The Facts and Fictions of X-mas
	The Features of CHRIST-mas

	1. 
	Name: Founded on the Superstition of Romanism.
a. Made up of Christ + mas = “Christ’s mass” 
b. “Mass” from Latin = dismissal; it is a religious service of the Roman Catholic Church.
c. Mary is highly venerated as “Mother of God” and “Queen of Heaven” at this time. Not observed by the early Church – observance     
       became widespread only in the 4th century.  
	Founded on the Supernatural Incarnation of Christ. Lk. 2:11
a. “Christmas” is not in the Bible.
b.  It does not mean “Birth of Christ” – there is no Command to Celebrate it. Cf. The Death of Christ. I Cor. 11:26
c. Christ is the Centre, and only Christ is remembered and worshipped.  The Child has the Pride of Place, not the mother - they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him.     Mt. 2:11ff, 20, 21 - only Adoration - no Celebration!

	2. 
	Date: 25th December was the birthday of the sun-god. December would be winter in that part of the world. It could not be the time of Christ’s birth.
	The date is neither known nor the year – It occurred when 
there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  Lk. 2:8

	3. 
	Celebration: all Commercialism and Merry-making.
	There was no “Celebration” but Adoration – …they fell down and worshipped Him – not Mary!         Mt. 2:10,11

	4. 
	Greeting:  A Merry X-mas
Message: “Glory” to Father Christmas; superficial peace and Goodwill among men and nations
	Fear not- I bring you Good tidings of great joy. Lk. 2:10
Message: Birth of the Saviour and Lord…Glory to God and Peace on Earth; Goodwill toward men.  Lk. 2:11, 14

	5. 
	Gifts: Men, women and children exchange gifts, but there is no gift for the “Birthday Boy”. Emphasis is on the Gifts, not the Giver. 
	The wise men worshipped only Him and gave Him gifts, prophetically anticipating His coming ministry, death and coming millennial rule on earth.  Mt. 2:11

	6. 
	Sainta: Saint Nicholas was a bishop in the 4th Century regarded as a special friend of children. He became the subject of many legends, and ultimately Santa Claus.
The word “Santa” is a scrambled version of Satan.
	Jesus was a Friend of little children and should be given the emphasis on CHRIST-mas Day! Mt. 19:14
Christ was born to Die to Destroy the works of the Devil. 
He through death…might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.  Heb. 2:14

	7.  
	Decorations (or Symbols) have a pagan origin:
a. The five-pointed star when inverted (pentagram) is an occult symbol.
b. The tree has its origin in Babel. 
c. The red berries and green leaves of the holly bush are sacred to the sun-god.
	Only two symbols are given to the church–bread and cup 
a. Bethlehem’s Star never became a symbol. Mt. 2:2, 9
b. The tree was a sign of curse. Gal. 3:13; I Pet. 2:24. Israel was forbidden to decorate a tree. Jer. 10:1-5
c. Israel was forbidden to bring into their homes any pagan images.  Deut. 7:26



B. THE COMING CHRIST OR THE CHALLENGES OF THE NEW YEAR.
1.	The Certainty of Christ’s 2nd Coming.
a. His 1st. Coming at the Fulness of Times – Fulfilled.		Gal. 4:4, 5 cf. Mt. 2:4-6; Mt. 1:22, 23
When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman…	Gal 4:5
b. His 2nd Coming at the Fulness of the Gentiles – to be Fulfilled. 	Rom. 11:25
…blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.	
i. The Illustration of the Fig Tree.		Mt. 24:32, 33
ii. The Incidents in the days of Noah.		Mt. 24:37-39
iii. The Imminence of Christ’s Return for the Church.		Matt. 24:42-44
2. The Inevitability and Possibility of Christ’s 2nd Coming.
a. Global Development.
i. The Rapid Transport System.		Dan. 12:4 many shall run to and fro 
ii.	The Rapid Transfer of Knowledge.		Dan. 12:4 knowledge shall be increased.
iii.	The Rapid Transaction in Cashless Commerce.		Rev. 13:17, 18
	And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.
c. Global Degradation.
i. Rumours of War.		Mt. 24:6 cf. Lk. 23:28-31
ii. Recurrence in increased Natural Phenomena and Disaster.	Mt. 24:7b cf. Rev. 8, 9
iii. Rapture of the Church and Chaotic Crises.		I Thes. 4: 16, 17; I Cor. 15:52
Con.:  As Christ Came, Christ will Come again.		Acts 1:11
Points To Ponder: 	If Jesus did Come as Prophesied in His First Coming, 					He Will Certainly Come Again the Second time as Promised:
A BLESSED CHRIST-MAS AND A BOUNTIFUL AND FRUITFUL NEW YEAR TO ALL.
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OF JESUS

THE FIRST COMING
OF JESUS

His Coming in Humility

o Born as a Man -
the Incarnation
John 1:14

e Born to Save Sinners
Matthew 1.21

¢ He Came in Meekness
and Humility
Philippians 2:8

¢ He Fulfilled Old Testament
Prophecy
Micah 5:2 Matthew 21:4-5

e He Suffered and Died

as the Lamb of God
John 1:29, Isalah 53:5

¢ He Rose Again the Third
Day
1 Corinthians 15:4

e He Ascended to Heaven
Acts 1:9

THE SECOND
COMING OF JESUS

His Coming in Power
and Glory

o He Will Return Personally
and Visibly
Acts 1:11

e He Will Return in Power
and Great Glory
Matthew 24:30

¢ He Will Come to Reign
as King
Revelation 11:15. Isaiah 9:6-7
e He Will Judge the World
in Righteousness
Psalm 96:13. Romans 14:10
e He Will Restore Israel
and Fulfill the Promises
Romans 11.26-27
 He Will Bring the Saints
With Him
Zechariah 14:5
o He Will Establish His
Everlasting Kingdom
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