R1089 - Rumination for December 14th  2025
The Theme: THE FRIENDS AND FOES OF PAUL	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: ﻿For Demas hath Forsaken me…Only Luke is with me. 	II Tim. 4:10, 11
The Thots:	
A. THE PEOPLE AROUND PAUL.	II Tim. 4:9-18	
1. Those who Forsook Paul.`
a. Demas because of his love for the World.			4:10
For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica…
b. Alexander because of his Works.			4:14, 15
Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his Works:
Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our Words.	
c. All others – they Went their Wayward Ways.			4:16
At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me
	
2. Those Faithful to Paul –	
a. Luke - Faithful to the end – Only Luke is with me		4:11a
b. Timothy - Followed to the end.  –  Timothy, my dearly beloved son…		1:2, 3
I thank God…that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;	
3. Those Fruitful to the End.
a. Mark – Profitable for the Ministry – 
	 Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.	4:11b
b. Tychicus – Profitable as a Messenger – And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus.	4:12	
c. Onesimus: No Mean Partner: when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me.	1:17
i. The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: 
and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.	1:18
ii. With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. 	Col 4:9; Phile. 10
d. Onesiphorus: for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain	II Tim 1:16, 17
When he was in Rome, ﻿he sought me out ﻿very diligently, and found me…and…ministered unto me… 

B. THE POSSESSIONS OF PAUL.	II Tim. 4:13
The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books,  
but especially the parchments.
1. The Cloke for the Body.
2. The Books for the Mind.
3. The Parchments for the Spirit.
	
C. THE POSITION OF PAUL
1. His Standing before Men – Forsaken by them, 	cp. the Prayer for them			4:16
At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: 
I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.
2. His Status before the Lord – Faithful unto Him, 	cp. the Preaching unto the Gentiles.
a. Faithful in His Presence with him – the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me;…	4:17
and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.
b. Faithful in His Purpose for him - Preaching to the Gentiles.
Faithful in His Protection of him – And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work....	4:18a
c. Faithful in His Preservation over him – and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom	4:18b

D. THE OPPONENTS OF PAUL			1 Tim 1:20	
1. Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme. 	
2. Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works: II Tim 4:14
3. This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.			II Tim 1:16

Conclusion: 2 Tim 4:18
And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom: 
to Whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.			II Tim. 4:18

A friend of Jesus! O what bliss That one so vile as I
Should ever have a Friend like this To lead me to the sky!
Friendship with Jesus! Fellowship divine!
		O what blessèd, sweet communion! Jesus is a Friend of mine.	Joseph C. Ludgate

Points To Ponder: Friends are to be Loved al-Ways; Foes are to be Treated according to their Ways 
		But one needs to Love One’s Enemies – the Right Way! 
		But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 		you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; (Matt. 5:44)
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