R1088 - Rumination for December 7th  2025
[bookmark: _Hlk215758557]The Theme: LET US BE FRIENDS	 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: ﻿Greater love hath no man than this, ﻿that a man lay down his life for his friends.
	Ye are ﻿My friends, ﻿if ye do whatsoever I command you.			Jn. 15:13, 14
The Thots:
A. CHRIST, THE FRIEND OF SINNERS.			Jn. 15:13
1. The Cry for a True Friend.			Psa. 92:4
a. ﻿﻿In times of Loneliness:  	I looked on my ﻿right hand, and beheld,
		But there was no man that would ﻿know me:				92:4a
b. In times of Helplessness:	Refuge ﻿failed me;				92:4b
c. ﻿In times of Weakness: 	No man cared for my soul.				92:4c

2. The Character of a True Friend.
a. A Friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.			Pro.17:17
b.  A Friend Sticketh at all times – A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly:
	And ﻿there is ﻿a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.	Pro. 18:24
c.  A Friend Helpeth at all times.			Eccl. 4:9, 10
Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. 
For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but ﻿woe to him that is alone when he falleth; 
for he hath not another to help him up.

3. CHRIST, the True Friend.	Rom. 5:6-11
a. He Loveth at all times:
i. He died for those without Strength and the Ungodly –		5:6
[bookmark: _Hlk214646025]For when we were yet without strength, ﻿in due time ﻿Christ died for the ungodly.
ii. He died for Sinners –		5:8
God ﻿commendeth ﻿his love toward us, in that, ﻿while we were yet sinners, ﻿Christ died for us.
iii. He died to Save His enemies –		5:10
For if, ﻿when we were enemies, ﻿we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by ﻿His life.
	
b. He Sticketh at all times.
i. When we are Worthless – For scarcely for a righteous man will one die:
	 yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.	5:7
ii. When we are under Wrath – Much more then, being now justified ﻿by His blood, ﻿
	we shall be saved from wrath through Him.		5:9
iii. When we are on the Wrong side of the Law: 
And if any man sin, ﻿we have an ﻿Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.		I Jn. 2:1

c. He Helpeth at all times.
i. He is the Ambassador of God –	5:8
God ﻿commendeth ﻿His love toward us, in that, ﻿while we were yet sinners, ﻿Christ died for us.	
ii. He is the Atonement for our sin – Being now justified ﻿by His blood…	5:9,11
We shall be saved from wrath through…our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by Whom we have now received the ﻿atonement. 	
iii. He is the Assurance of our salvation –
For if, ﻿when we were enemies, ﻿we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by ﻿His life.	5:10

B. BELIEVERS, THE FIENDS OF CHRIST.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk215130376]The Call of Friendship – I have called you friends;				Jn. 15:15
	for all things that ﻿I have heard of My Father ﻿I have made known unto you.
a. He Reveals His Purpose.
b. He Reveals His Programme.
2. The Conditions of Friendship – 
a. Ye are ﻿My friends, ﻿if ye do whatsoever I Command you.				15:14
b. Continue ye in ﻿My love…hat ye love one another, as I have loved you.				15:9f, 12, 17
c. Consistency in Fruit-bearing – go and ﻿bring forth fruit, and that ﻿your fruit should remain: 	15:16
3. The Communion of Friendship.
a. Abiding in Christ – ﻿Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me.  I am the Vine, ﻿ye are the branches: ﻿He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same ﻿bringeth forth much fruit: for ﻿without Me ye can do nothing.		15:4, 5 
b. Abiding in His Word – If ye abide in Me, and ﻿My words abide in you, ﻿ye shall ask what ye will,
and it shall be done unto you.				15:7
c. Abiding in His Joy – that ﻿My joy might remain in you, and ﻿that your joy might be full. 		15:11
What a Friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
	What a privilege to carry Everything to God in prayer!		
Points To Ponder: A Friend indeed is a Friend in Need. 	Joseph M. Scriven
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