R1073 - Rumination for August 24, 2025 
The Theme:  FROM TESTING TO TESTIMONY (FROM 40 TO 41)		berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: No Testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and He will not let you be Tested beyond your strength, but with the Testing He will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.	I Cor. 10:13, NRSV
The Thots: 
40 is a Number Figuring Testing. This is Followed by 41 generally, a Time of Testimony from the Lessons Learnt.
Consider the many examples Listed in Scripture, as follows-

A. [bookmark: _Hlk206089063]THE TESTING/TRIAL/ AND TRIBULATION OF 40 FOLLOWED BY “41”
Reference. 	The (Forty) 40-Period	The Following 41st Phase	From Test to Testimony
1. Gen. 7:12, 17	40 days & nights of Rain	Rain stops, Floodwaters Cease.	From Retribution to
				A new generation Commences.	Renewal. Gen. 8:15-9:19
	And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights…And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.

2. Exo. 24:18, 34:28	Moses on Mt. Sinai for	Moses Comes down with the Law.	From Reception of the 		40 days to Receive the Law.	   Exo. 34:29 – Exo. 35:1ff	Law to its Ratification.
And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights…And he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments.

	3. Num. 14:33–34

	Israel’s 40 years in the 
Wilderness
	Entry into the Covenanted Promised Land under Joshua

	From Roaming to Retention of Land.
Num. 15:1, 2ff



And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know My breach of promise.

	4.  I Kings 19:8–13


	4. Elijah travels 40        Elijah travels 40nyearswilderne      40 days to Mount Horeb
	Confronted with God’s     
“Gentle whisper” and 
Commissioned anew.
	From despair to divine Commission. 
I Kgs. 19:15-18ff


	And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God.	

	5. Ezekiel 4:6-8
	40 days symbolizing        Judah’s sin
	After prophetic act, Coming judgment is declared.
	From symbolic warning to Real Action.     Eze. 36 …

	And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year.

	

	6. Jonah 3:4–10
	40 days until Nineveh’s destruction
	Judgment Constrained. Jon. 3:10
	God Relents ‘cos the people Repent!

	And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days,
and Nineveh shall be overthrown.

7. Luke 4:2                   40 days Jesus tempted                 After that, Jesus                 From Temptation
                                   of the Devil.                              Commenced His ministry. To Testimony. Lk. 8:1                                  
Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days He did eat nothing: and when they were ended, He afterward hungered.

	8. Acts 1:3–9
	Jesus appears for 40 days after resurrection
	Jesus Ascends to heaven; the Church Commences at Pentecost, Acts 2
	From Rising up to Reaching out. 
Acts 1:8

	To whom also He shewed Himself alive after His passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:

	9. Acts 13:21
	Saul reigns 40 years
	David (after God’s own heart) Crowned king takes over.
	From Saul’s Rule to David’s Reign. 
Acts 13:22

	And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years.
Lord, who throughout these forty days For us didst fast and pray,
                                 Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins And close by Thee to stay.  
                                                                                                                                   Claudia F. Hernaman
Points To Ponder: 
              Our Heavenly Father’s Chastening is better than our Earthly Father’s Correction.   Heb. 12:9






[bookmark: _Hlk206405494]AN AFTER THOUGHT OF THE 41ST – “AFTERWARD”.
B. THE PROMISING “AFTERWARD” OF THE 41ST PERIOD AFTER THE PROBATION OF THE 40’S - 
1. The Testimony of the Lord’s Ministry after His Temptation.	
a. Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days He did eat nothing: 
and when they were ended, He afterward hungered.		Lk. 4:2
b. And it came to pass afterward, that He went throughout every city and village, preaching 
and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him.	Lk. 8:1
	
2. The Christian’s Grievous Chastening is followed by Glad Cherishing.		Heb. 12:11
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby.

3. The Resurrection of Christ Guarantees the Rapture of the Christians.		I Cor 15:23
	But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming.

C. THE PROMISING WORD OF PRESERVATION THROUGH TESTS RESULTING IN  FUTURE PROSPERITY.	
1. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.	Rom. 8:18
2. And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to His purpose.		Rom. 8:28
3. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?		Heb. 12:9


R107 3   -   Rumination for August  24 , 2025    The  T heme :    F ROM  T ESTING TO  T ESTIMONY   (F ROM  40   TO  41)     berita - bethel - ung.com   The  T ext:  No  T esting has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and He will not let you  be  T ested beyond your strength, but with the  T esting He will also provide the way out so that you may  be able to endure it.   I Cor. 10:13, NRSV   The  T hots:    40   is a Number  F i guring  T esting . This is  F ollowed by  41   generally, a  T ime of  T estimony  from   the  L essons  L earnt .   Consider the many examples  L i sted in Scripture, as follows -     A.   THE TESTING/TRIAL/ AND  TRIBULATION OF   40   FOLLOWED BY “41”   Reference.     The  (Forty)  40 - Period   The Following  41st  Phase   From Test to Testimony   1.   Gen. 7:12, 17   40   days & nights  of  R ain   Rain stops,  Floodwaters  C ease .   From  R etribution  to           A new generation  C ommences .   R enewal.   Gen. 8:15 - 9:19     And the rain was upon the earth  forty   days and  forty   nights…And the flood was  forty   days upon the earth;  and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the ear th.     2.   Exo. 24:18 ,  34:28   Moses on M t.  Sinai   for   Moses  C omes down with the Law.   From  R eception of the      40  days   to  R eceive the Law.      Exo. 34:29  –   Exo. 35:1ff   Law  to  its  R atification .   And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount  forty   days and  forty   nights…And he was there with the Lord  forty   days and  forty   nights; he did neither eat  bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments.    

3.   Num. 14:33 – 3 4    Israel’s   40   years in the    Wilderness  Entry into the  C ovenanted  Promised Land under  Joshua    From  R oaming  to  R etention of Land.   Num. 15:1, 2ff    

And your children shall wander in the wilderness  forty   years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases  be wasted in the wilderness.   After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even  forty   days,  each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even  forty   years, and ye shall know  M y breach of promise.    

4 .   I Kings 19:8 – 1 3      4.   Elijah travels 40        Elijah travels  40nyearswilderne       40   days to Mount Horeb  C onfronted with  God’s         “ G entle   whisper” and    C ommissioned  anew .  From despair   to  divine  C ommission .     I Kgs. 19:15 - 18ff    

And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat  forty   days and  forty   nights  unto Horeb the mount of God.    

5.   Ezekiel 4:6 - 8  40   days  symbolizing           Judah’s sin  After prophetic act,  C oming   judgment is  declared .  From symbolic  warning to  R eal  Action.       Eze. 36   …  

And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of  the house of Judah  forty   days: I have appointed thee each day for a year.  

 

6.   Jonah 3:4 – 10  40  days until Nineveh’s  destruction  Judgment  C onstrained .  Jon. 3:10  God  R elents ‘cos  the people  R epent !  

And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet  forty   days,   and Nineveh shall be overthrown.     7.   Luke 4:2                     40   days Jesus tempted                   After that,  Jesus                 From  T emptation                                       of the Devil.                                C ommenced   His ministry. To  T estimony. Lk. 8:1                                      Being  forty   days tempted of the devil. And in those days  H e did eat nothing: and when they were  ended,  H e afterward hungered.  

8.   Acts 1:3 – 9  Jesus appears for  40   days  after resurrection  Jesus  A scends  t o  heaven ;  the  C hurch  C ommences at  Pentecost , Acts 2  From  R ising   up to  R eaching out.    Acts 1:8  

To whom also  H e shewed  H imself alive after  H is passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them  forty   days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:  

9.   Acts 13:21  Saul reigns  40   years  Dav id   (after God’s own  heart)  C rowned   king  takes over .  Fr om Saul’s  R ule  to David’s  R eign.    Acts 13:22  

And  afterward   they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of  Benjamin, by the space of  forty   years.   Lord, who throughout these  forty   days   For us didst fast and pray,                                     Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins And close by Thee to stay .                                                                                                                                            Clau dia F. Her na man   Points To Ponder:                   Our Heavenly Father’s  C hastening is better than our Earthly Father’s  C orrection.     Heb. 12:9    

