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	The Text: To all…beloved of God, called…saints: from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
The Thots: 
A. THE CONNOTATION OF “BELOVED” (CHERISHED).
	 Jesus Christ
	Rom. 1:7

	1. Its Hebrew Root ahab, a primitive root = to have affection for. 
	
	Strong. 


2. Cf. Its English Relative: Sheryl from Cheryl from the French word chérie meaning "beloved" 
or "darling" and from Hebrew roots which echo the Sense of "Song" or "a woman of beauty and grace."  
3. [bookmark: _Hlk203577163]Thus, in Reality, Sheryl Speaks of one deeply loved, gracious, and who carries a melody in her Spirit — 
a Song of Purpose, Peace, and Promise. 	 			Chat GPT. 
 
B. THE CONTEXT OF “BELOVED” (CHERISHED) IN SCRIPTURE:
1. Christians are Cherished (Beloved) in Christ – 
a. 	As Christ is the Beloved Son of the Father: 	Mk. 1:11
	There came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased..   
i. [bookmark: _Hlk203723191]Confirmed in the Public Proclamation at His Baptism in River Jordan.	Lk. 3:22
ii. Confirmed at His Private Transfiguration on the Mountain.	 Mt. 17:5; 	II Pet. 1:17
b.	As Christians are the Beloved Cherished Children of the Father: 	I Jn. 3:1
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be Called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. 
i. They are the Beloved of God, Called to be saints: 	Rom. 1:7
ii. They were Paul’s Beloved Brothers…his Joy and Crown:	Phil. 4:1a
	My brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown…
2. Cherished Christians are Called to meet the Challenge of Being Called Beloved:
a. Stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.	Phil. 4:1b
b. (Wherefore, beloved) …be found of Him in peace, without Spot, and blameless. II Pet. 3:14
c. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.	I Jn. 4:11

[bookmark: _Hlk203642363]C. THE CONNECTION WITH “CHERISHED” IN BIBLICAL TEXT – SHERYL! 
		Sheryl Speaks of one who is deeply loved, gracious, and who carries a melody in her Spirit — 
			a Song of Purpose, Peace, and Promise.				Thus, Zeph. 3:17
“The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who Saves. He will take great delight in you;  
in His love He will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with Singing.”  
1. The Beloved’s (Sheryl’s) God: 
a. His Presence Assured – The Lord your God is with you, 
b. His Power Accentuated – the Mighty Warrior who Saves 
c. His Personal Affection Attested to – He will take great delight in you; 
d. His Perpetual Affinity – in His love He will no longer rebuke you 
e. His Pleasure Always – but will rejoice over you with Singing 
2. Cf. The Beloved Mary’s Lord:
· Lazarus, Martha and Mary were the Beloved of Jesus and they Cherished Him.	Jn. 11:2, 35, 36
And Mary was always found at the feet of Jesus whenever she was mentioned in the Bible, thus.
Three times Beloved Mary was at the feet of Jesus: -
a. To Witness Jesus Weeping for her Beloved Brother, Lazarus who had died:
Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying unto Him, Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died…Jesus Wept. 		Jn. 11:32, 35
b. To learn His Word – Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard His word.		Lk. 10:39
c. To anoint Him and Worship Him – 
Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 
and wiped His feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.	Jn. 12:3

C. CONCLUSION: THE CHALLENGES OF BEING CHERISHED IN CHRIST: 
1. Cherished, Called and Assured –				Isa. 43:1
Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are Mine.
2. Cherished and Cheerful Always – Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord…			Psa. 96:1
3. Cherished to be wise in Conversation and Conduct At All times – 				Pro. 31:26
a. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.		Cf. Col. 4:6
b. Let her speech be seasoned with grace, drawing others closer to truth and healing. 
And now the time of singing Is come for every bird;
And over all the country The turtle dove is heard;
The fig her green fruit ripens, The vines are in their bloom;
Arise and smell their fragrance; My love, My fair one, come!
 Points To Ponder:  Dearly beloved, as Jesus has Loved us, so should we Love one Another.   Jn. 13:34
