R1062 - Rumination for June 8, 2025 
The Theme:  THE SOLID ROCK		berita-bethel-ung.com
[bookmark: _Hlk200032747][bookmark: _Hlk199954119]The Text: 	For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 	I Cor. 10:4
The Thots:
A. THE FIRST INCIDENT OF STRIKING THE ROCK.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk200034571]Israel’s Punishment of Wanderings in the Wilderness for their Whoredom.		Num, 14:33
a. And your children shall Wander﻿﻿ in the Wilderness forty years, and bear your Whoredoms, 
until your carcasses be Wasted in the Wilderness. 		
b. All the Congregation of the Children of Israel journeyed from the Wilderness of Sin…	Exo. 17:1a
According to the Commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: 		Exo. 17:1b
c. Their Condition and Complaint of Thirst – there was no water for the people to drink. 	Exo. 17:1c, 2
i. The people did Chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink.
ii. And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, 
	…thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our Children and our Cattle with thirst? 17:3

2. The Posture Portrayed God’s Way to Solve the Problem:		Exo. 17:6a
	According to the commandment of the LORD…	
a. Behold, I will Stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; 	
b. and thou Shalt Smite the rock, 
c. and there Shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. 
d. And Moses did So in the Sight of the elders of Israel.
		
3. God’s Personal Command and His Standing before the Rock when it was Smitten.		Exo. 17:6
[bookmark: _Hlk200032616][bookmark: _Hlk200035166]Behold, I will Stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou Shalt Smite the rock, and there Shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did So in the Sight of the elders of Israel. 

4. The Composite Picture of what actually Happened to Solve the Situation:		Exo. 17:6
a. God would Stand before (in front of) the Rock - Behold, I will Stand before thee there upon the rock…
b. Moses was to Strike the Rock Once - and thou Shalt Smite the rock
c. Hence, the One Smitten was the Lord Himself Who Stood in front of the Rock!!

5. The Spiritual Picture Presented:		I Cor. 10:4
a. The Spiritual Rock was Christ – that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 
Cf. 	Jehovah lifted up His rod; O Christ, it fell on Thee!
		Thou wast Sore Stricken of Thy God; There’s not one Stroke for me.	Anne R. Cousin
b. The Scriptural Support that the Lord was our Saviour Smitten for us:	Isa. 53:4-5
Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our Sorrows: yet we did esteem Him Stricken, 
Smitten of God, and afflicted. 
		But He was wounded﻿﻿ for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: 
		the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with his Stripes we are healed. 

B. THE SECOND INCIDENT OF SPEAKING TO THE ROCK.	NUM. 20:1-13
1. The Complaint of Thirst Again;	Num. 20:1-3-5
Then came the children of Israel…into the desert of Zin…And there was no water for the congregation: And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had died when our brethren died before the LORD! 
2. The Command of the Lord Again:	Num. 20:8
[bookmark: _Hlk200036677]Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together…and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; 
and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock…
a. The Difference in the Command – Speak ye unto the rock (ct. Smite in the first incident, Exo. 17:6a)
b. The Disobedience in Carrying out the Command: 	Num. 20:11
And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he Smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. 
c. The Distinct Truth to be Clearly brought out – The Lord can only be Smitten once! –		Heb. 10:10
By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ ONCE for all. 
d. Thus, the Sentence on Moses for Disobeying the Command:	Num. 20:12
The LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed Me not, to Sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them. 
e. Moses was Disallowed to lead the Children of Israel into the Promised Land fulfilled.	Deut. 34:4, 5
And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah﻿﻿, that is over against Jericho. And the LORD shewed him all the land…And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD
Points to Ponder:  Take Care not to mar God’s Symbols of the Bread and the Cup in the Lord’s Supper –
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till He come. I Cor, 11:26.

