R1057 - Rumination for May. 04, 2025 
The Theme:  THOMAS, WHY ARE YOU MISSING?		berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.	Jn. 20:24
The Thots:
Thomas, Why Are You Missing? 
· His Master had died; no one knew where His Body was and His Sepulchre was Open.
· Mary Magdalene, Peter and John were at the Sepulchre and had reported their Master Missing! Jn. 20:1-18
They have taken away the Lord out of this sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid Him.	20:2
· That evening Jesus Met His disciples but Thomas was not with them.		20:24
· Thomas Met with the other disciples later. They said unto him, “We have seen the Lord”		20:25a
· But Thomas did not believe their Message. He Wanted to See and Feel the Lord to Believe!	20:25b
THE VARIOUS SIGHTINGS [see, saw, seen… in Greek]
A. SEEING [Gk. blepo = To be aware] IN CATCHING A GLIMPSE, A GLANCE…
1. Mary Saw the Stone removed from the Sepulchre. 	Jn. 20:1 cf. 20:2
The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early…and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre
2. John Merely Saw the linen clothes in the tomb but did not go in.		Jn. 20:5
And he Stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.	
3. But Thomas Must See [eido = perceive] to Believe!	Jn. 20:24, 25 [For eido see #B below]
But Thomas…was not with them when Jesus came.
The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen [horao] the Lord. 
But he said unto them, Except I shall see [eido] in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe!
That was probably why that Sunday, Thomas Went Missing – He Missed His Master.

B. [bookmark: _Hlk196815833]SEEING [Gk. eido = perceive, See to be Sure] AND COMING TO A CONCLUSION TO BELIEVE. 
Where Reasoning ends, Faith takes over.
1. John saw the evidence, Remembered what he was taught, and believed 
though he could not explain how. 	Jn. 20:8f
2. The Ten Disciples saw the Resurrected Jesus, and they believed 
though they could not understand.	Jn. 20:20
3. These other disciples later Related to Thomas they were Sure they had Seen the Lord!	Jn. 20:25
We have seen [horao = stare at and discern] the Lord! 	
4. The Ten Apostles Repeatedly told Thomas that they had Seen the Lord; 
that’s why they believed.	Jn. 20:25
5. However, Thomas Refused to believe except he could see the evidence, 
though he might not be able to understand how it happened.	Jn. 20:25

		COMPARE THE DEMANDS OF THOMAS 	AND THE COMMANDS OF JESUS.
a. Except I shall see in His hands	Behold My hands.
b. And put my finger into the print of the nail	stretch hither thy finger,
c. and thrust my hand into His side	reach hither thy hand, and thrust into My side
d. I will not believe.	And be not faithless but believing
Thomas answered and said unto Him, MY LORD AND MY GOD.    20:28

3. The Lord then told Thomas, he had Seen Him, that’s why he believed.		Jn. 20:29
Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, Because thou hast seen [horao] Me, thou hast Believed: 
4. But Blessed are those after him who Believe, though they have not seen (eido) Him.		Jn. 20:29b

App.	Today, all cannot see Jesus Bodily But they can still Believe in…
a.	The Person of the Risen Christ with the evidence Before them. As Testified to…	I Cor. 15:3b-6
i. In the Word: Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;	
And that He was buried, and that He Rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
ii. By the Witnesses: 	And that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve. 
	After that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 
	of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.
b.	In the Promise of the Resurrected Christ. He said: 	Jn. 11:25
	I am the Resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:

C. DO NOT MISS OUT ON THE RESURRECTION POWER PROMISED TO ALL WHO DO NOT SEE BUT YET BELIEVE!	Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung,
that I may win Christ, And be found in Him, 
not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by faith:
That I may know Him, and the power of His Resurrection,
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death;
Phil. 3:8-10
Points To Ponder: It is not True that we can only Believe when we can See – Today BELIEVE AND SEE!
