R997 Rumination for Mar. 03, 2024
The Theme: 	SAUL AND HIS TRAGIC CONFESSION. 	berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no more do thee harm, 
		because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: 
		behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.	I Sam. 26:21
The Thots:	 
A. SAUL’S FAILURE IN THE TEST OF OBEDIENCE – I have sinned		cf. 15:19, 24
	Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the Lord, but didst ﻿fly upon the spoil, 
	and didst evil in the sight of the Lord?	15:19
And Saul said unto Samuel, ﻿I have sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord, 
and thy words: because I ﻿feared the people, and obeyed their voice.	15:24
1. His “obedience” was Half-Hearted.	15:13, 14
And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, ﻿Blessed be thou of the Lord: 
I have performed the commandment of the Lord. And Samuel said, What meaneth then
this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?
2. His “obedience” was Hypocritical.	15:15c. 20
…and the rest we have utterly destroyed.
And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, ﻿I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and have gone the way which the Lord sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites
3. His “obedience” was Human-influenced – the people	15:15, 21, 24
[bookmark: _Hlk160110587]It is the people [who] spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen	15:15
It is the people [who] took of the spoil sheep and oxen	15:21
I ﻿feared the people, and obeyed their voice.	15:24

B. SAUL’S FAILURE IN THE TEST OF PATIENCE – I have played the fool		cf. 13:13
 Samuel said to Saul, ﻿Thou hast done foolishly: ﻿thou hast not kept the commandment 
of the Lord thy God, which He commanded thee
1. In his Egoistic Rule of the People - I saw that the people were scattered from me. 13:11b cf. II Cor. 12:11
Cf. the Egoistic Fool - I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been ﻿commended of you: for ﻿in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, ﻿though I be nothing.

2. In his Ritualistic Review of Samuel’s Promise.	13:11c, 12
Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash; Therefore said I, 
The Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not ﻿made supplication unto the Lord: I ﻿forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering.
Cf. The Ritualistic Fool – O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken. 
	Lk. 24:25
3. In his Atheistic Restless fear of the Philistines –	I Sam. 13:11	
And Samuel said, What hast thou done? And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed	
Cf. Psa. 14:1 – The Atheistic Fool – The ﻿fool hath said in his heart, ﻿There is no God

C. AT THE END, SAUL FAILED IN THE TEST OF REPENTANCE – I have erred. 	16:21		
1. In Centering his Hopes on Man.	28:3, 15
Now ﻿Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him in ﻿Ramah, even in his own city
[bookmark: _Hlk158635991]And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? 
2. Saul’s Helpless Condition with no available Manner of help:	28:15
 And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, 
and ﻿God is departed from me, and ﻿answereth me no more, neither ﻿by prophets, nor by dreams: 
therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do.	

3. Hence, His Consultation of a Medium.	28:6
When Saul inquired of the Lord, ﻿the Lord answered him not, neither by ﻿dreams, nor by ﻿Urim, nor by prophets.
4. In Compelling God to Communicate a Message to him through Samuel.	28:15
[bookmark: _Hlk160032761]And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do.
· Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh ﻿damnation to himself, not ﻿discerning the Lord’s body. I Cot. 11:28f
· ﻿Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and ﻿the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s table, and of the table of devils.			I Cor. 10:21
Lord, to Thee I make confession; I have sinned and gone astray,
I have multiplied transgression Chosen for myself my way.
		Led by Thee to see my errors, Lord, I tremble at Thy terrors.		Johann Franck
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK			R.  997
1. In the light of what was written concerning King Saul in the Rumination above, would you regard him as a saved Israelite as defined in the Old Testament?
In the context of Christianity, he would never be regarded as a Christian as he was never regarded as having a relationship with Jesus, to be found in Him or believing in Him having not lived in His time.

Then would he be a true Israelite as in the case of Abraham or King David?
Saul was chosen by God to be the first king of Israel but his reign was marked by disobedience and the end of his life saw him resorting to the underworld to understand what was happening to him and, if indeed, he could be saved from his own life’s precarious predicament. His actions in resorting to calling up Samuel from the dead (though one doubts if this could be done on a normal basis) demonstrated a lack of genuine faith and obedience to God. 

And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do.

Indeed Bible scholars are also divided as to whether he was a true Israelite in his relationship with God.  What do you think?		REFLECT	

2. On the other hand, consider the New Testament Saul, …
a. the Persecutor of the Church, he wrote to the Philippian Christians:	Gal. 1:13-16
For ye have heard of my ﻿conversation
in time Past in the ﻿Jews’ religion, how that ﻿beyond measure 
I Persecuted ﻿the church of God, and ﻿wasted it
b. He was zealous and ﻿Profited in the ﻿Jews’ religion above many my ﻿equals in mine own nation, ﻿being more exceedingly zealous of ﻿the traditions of my fathers. 
c. ﻿But when ﻿it Pleased God, ﻿Who separated me from my mother’s womb, and ﻿called me by his grace, To reveal His Son in me…
d. ﻿To be a Preacher of the Church: that I might Preach Him among the heathen…

e. Yes, he could be Proud as a true Israelite and he listed down the qualifications of one whom he claimed to be. He said:		Phil. 3:4-8
Though ﻿I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, ﻿of the stock of Israel, ﻿of the tribe of Benjamin, ﻿﻿an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, ﻿a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, ﻿persecuting the church; touching ﻿the righteousness which is in the law, ﻿blameless. 
f. But when he Partnered Christ, he gave up all these same qualifications, as they could never save him from a lost eternity.  
What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea ﻿doubtless, and I count all things but loss for ﻿the excellency of ﻿the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have ﻿suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but ﻿dung, that I may win Christ/

Are you Prepared to do what Paul did?
In the end he summed it up in this wonderful motto for his life:		Phil. 1:20, 21
According to my ﻿earnest expectation and my hope, that ﻿in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that ﻿with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me ﻿to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Are you bold enough to accept the above as your motto in life?		REFLECT

Points To Ponder: Saul, the Persecutor of the Christians became a Preacher of the Church. What has my Past transformed me into in the Present? Rom. 12:1, 2
