Rumination 989_07 January, 2024
The Theme: 	THE NEW BIRTH
The Text: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  Jn. 6:44
The Thots:	 
Intro. As we tread into the first week of the New Year, let us remind ourselves of our need of the New Birth.
A. THE NECESSITY OF THE NEW BIRTH.
It is Conditional for…
1. Adoption into the Family of God is Spiritual.	Jn. 1:12
But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God
a. The Federal Man was Disobedient.	Rom. 5:18, 19
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men…by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, 
b. The Universal Man is Dead – Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned	Rom. 5:12
c. The Natural Man brings Displeasure – Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.	Rom. 8:5-8

2. Acceptance into the Kingdom of God is Spiritual.	Rom. 3:5, 7
Our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say?
a. His Kingdom is not of the World.	Jn. 18:36
My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.
b. His Kingdom is Heavenly.		II Tim. 4:18
The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom.
c. His Kingdom is only for those who are Christ’s.	I Cor. 15:50; Col. 1:13, 14
…flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable
3. Enjoyment of God is Spiritual – That which is born of the flesh is flesh,
	 and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit 		Jn. 3:6, 7
a. A New Nature is required, cp. The pig.
b. A New Means is required, cp. The Tadpole.
c. A New Life is required, cp. The Caterpillar.
4. 	
B. THE NATURE OF THE NEW BIRTH.
1. It is a New Experience – born again
a. Not a Visible Birth – How can a man be born when he is old?		Jn. 3:4
b. Not Physical Rebirth. (ct. reincarnation) – 
Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 		Jn. 3:4
c. But Spiritual Birth – The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”		Jn. 3:8
i. It is a Personal Experience.
ii. It is an Individual Experience.
iii. It is an Effectual Experience.
d. 
2. It is a New Creation – born again; 	if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation	II Cor. 5:17
a. The Condition for a New Creation – in Christ
b. The Consequences of the New Creation – old things are passed away
c. The Concept of the New Creation – old things are become new.
i. Attitudes towards All things take on new Dimensions.		5:17
ii. Appreciate all things that are Divine.		5:18

3. It has a New Origin – born from above.
a. Planned by God in Grace.
b. Proclaimed by Christ in the Gospel.	Jn. 1:17, 18; 5:24
i. The Faith Demanded – hear and believe.
ii. The Fact Declared – 
· Negatively – shall not come into judgment
· Positively – pass from death unto life
· Affirmatively – has everlasting life.
· 
C. THE NOBILITY OF THE NEW BIRTH.
1. Born of God – The Right of the new Birth.		Jn. 1:12, 13
2. Born of the Spirit – The Revelation of the New Birth		Jn. 3:3
3. Born of the Word – The Reliabilty of the New Birth.		I Pet. 1:23
A ruler once came to Jesus by night To ask Him the way of sal­va­tion and light;
The Mas­ter made an­swer in words true and plain, Ye must be born again.
Ye must be born again, Ye must be born again,
I verily, verily, say unto thee, Ye must be born again.	William T. Sleeper,

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK		R. 989
1. It is Mind-boggling that in Many Mega and Modern Churches today the Message of the New Birth is as ever-needed as ever. In its place has been substituted a Message without the need for repentance and conviction of sin, a Message of Love for all Mankind with great Music to Boot – it is pure Entertainment without the Evangelical Message of the Gospel - the Need for a New Birth.
It is no wonder therefore to hear of the Lord’s Complaint of His Last Day’s Message to the Church at Laodicea as recorded in Rev. 3:14-22
Consider:	
A. The Character of the Christ-Person Who Spoke:		Rev. 3:14
	‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s creation.
B. The Condition of the Church:		Rev. 3:15, 16
	‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot!
	So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.
C. The Claim of the Church:		Rev. 3:17a
	For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing.		Rev. 3:17b
	not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked	Rev. 3:17b
D. The Counsel of Christ to the Church		Rev. 3:18
I Counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may Clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. 
E. The Commitment to the individual Christian:		Rev. 3:19	
Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.	
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, 
I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with Me.		Rev. 3:20
Note: 
At this Stage, Jesus is no more IN the Church. He is outside, appealing to the Individual Christian and not to the Corporate Church – they have driven Him out of the Church! 
You may be in the Church, but is Christ in your Church?		REFLECT.

2. In stark contrast, when the Lord of the Churches addressed the Church at Philadelphia, a seemingly small faithful church, there was not even a word of Criticism or Condemnation from the Lord – the Church was fully Commended, as can be detected in this shortest of seven letters to the churches in Asia, as follows:		Rev. 3:8-13
A. The Character of Christ:		Rev. 3:7
The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, 
who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens. 
B. The Commendation of the Church: I know your works…		Rev. 3:8
Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept My word and have not denied My name…
Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. 1
C. The Lord is Coming Soon: I am Coming soon. 		Rev.3:11
D. The Crowning Day is Coming: Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your Crown. 12 The one who Conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the City of my God, the new Jerusalem, which Comes down from my God out of heaven, and My own new name. 
E. 13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches.’

Points To Ponder: Be Born Once, and you will Die Twice (Rev. 20:6); Be Born Twice (Again), and you will Die Once. (Heb. 9:27)
