Rumination 988_December 31, 2023
The Theme: 
The Last Day
The Text: 
…and I will raise him up at the last day.

Jn. 6:44
The Thots:
 

Intro.: Today is the Last Lord’s Day and the Last Day of the Year 2023.
31st Dec. 2023
The “last day” occurs a number of times in scripture and has a historical and an eschatological significance.

There is the “last day” of a series of days of an event and the “last day” of a day in future when things will come to an end. There are also the “last days” we are living in today that we need to pay heed to.
A. The Historical Last Day – the last day of an Historical Event:
1. The Last Day of the Feast of Tabernacles for the Jews.
Neh. 8:18

Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read in the book of the law of God. 
a. When the Children of Israel returned from their Captivity, they read the Word of God.
And they kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, according unto the manner.
b. From the Beginning of the seven days, they were to live in Booths and…
Lev. 23:35-36
i. …On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. 
ii. Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord: ﻿
iii. On the eighth day [the last day of the feast] shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord: it is a ﻿﻿solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein

2. The Last Day of the Feast of Tabernacles for Jesus:
John 7:37 
In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying…
a. Jesus’ Invitation: If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink.
b. Jesus’ Intention: 
John 7:38
He that believeth on Me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.
c. Jesus’ Implication: But ﻿this spake He of ﻿the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive: ﻿
for the Holy Ghost was not yet ﻿given; ﻿because that Jesus was not yet ﻿glorified

d. Thus the Present Promise of the Spirit:
Rev. 22:17
And the Spirit and ﻿the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And ﻿let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take ﻿﻿the water of life freely

·  Today we are Living in the Last Days – Will you Heed the Invitation and Come and Drink the Water of Life?
B. The Eschatological Last Day

1. The Last Day is when the Dead will be Raised:
 
· And this is the Father’s will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last day.
Jn. 6:39
 
· And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, 
may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.
Jn. 6:40
· No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him: 
and I will raise him up at the last day.
Jn. 6:44
· Martha saith unto Him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.
Jn. 11:24
a. What will happen on that last day?
Jn. 6:54 
Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.
i. ﻿The Believers Align to Christ will be Resurrected to Life.

· Cf. Jesus said unto her, I am ﻿the resurrection, and the ﻿life: ﻿he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 

yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me ﻿shall never die.
Jn. 11:25, 26

· And this is the record, that God hath given to us ﻿eternal life, and ﻿this life is in His Son. I Jn. 5:11

· These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know 

that ye have ﻿eternal life, and that ye may ﻿believe on the name of the Son of God.
I Jn. 5:13
ii. Believers Asleep (had died) in Christ would be Raised to meet Him in the air when He comes. I Thes. 3:14, 16
For ﻿if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so ﻿﻿them also which sleep in Jesus ﻿will God bring with Him…For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

iii. Believers still Alive when He Comes will be Raptured to meet Him in the Air.
I Thes. 3:15, 17      
For this we say unto you ﻿by the word of the Lord, that ﻿we which are alive and remain unto ﻿the coming of the Lord shall not ﻿prevent ﻿them which are asleep…Then ﻿we which are alive and remain shall be ﻿caught up together with them ﻿in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so ﻿shall we ever be with the Lord. 
iv. The Old Testament Saints will be Raised to Life.
Dan. 12:2a
﻿And ﻿many of them that ﻿sleep in the dust of the earth ﻿shall awake, ﻿﻿some to everlasting life,
b. Sinners will also be Raised to be judged on the last day
Dan. 12:2b See #2

and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
2. The Resurrection of Unbelievers without Christ unto Damnation.


Jn. 5:29b

and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
Cp. And as it is appointed unto men ﻿once to die, but ﻿after this the judgment
Heb. 9:27
Oh, that last great day, is coming very soon, ’Tis the judgment day, and the lost shall weep;
’Tis the crowning day, and the saints shall greet In that last great day.
Daniel S. Warner
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Apart from the “last day” as discussed above, there are also the “last days” in scripture that we need to consider. The “last days” may start from the first day the Lord came to earth as

﻿God, who at sundry times and ﻿in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath ﻿in these last days ﻿spoken unto us by ﻿his Son (Heb. 1:1, 2) to the last day when the Lord shall come.
a. The Context of the last days: “The last days” (II Timothy 3:1). The term “last days” or “latter days” or similar term is used in both the Old and New Testaments. “There are last days for the Church Age as well as last days for the nation of Israel” (Berry). What time the term refers to must, therefore, be determined by the context in which it is used. In the case of our text, it is the traditional belief by fundamentalists that “the expression ‘in the last days’ refers to the time immediately preceding the Rapture of the Church and the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus” (Wuest). This corresponds to the use of the term by Peter when he said, “There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming?” (II Peter 3:3,4). – Butler

b. The Conditions of the Last Days: 
II Tim. 1-7

This know also, that ﻿in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be ﻿lovers of their own selves, ﻿covetous, ﻿boasters, ﻿﻿proud, ﻿blasphemers, ﻿disobedient to parents, ﻿unthankful, ﻿unholy, 3 ﻿Without natural affection, ﻿trucebreakers, ﻿false accusers, ﻿incontinent, fierce, ﻿despisers of those that are good, 4 ﻿Traitors, ﻿heady, ﻿highminded, ﻿lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 ﻿Having a ﻿form of godliness, but ﻿denying the power thereof: ﻿from such turn away. 6 For of this sort are they ﻿which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women ﻿laden with sins, led away with ﻿divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and never able ﻿to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now ﻿as Jannes and Jambres ﻿withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: ﻿men of corrupt minds, ﻿reprobate concerning the faith. 9 But they shall ﻿proceed no further: for their ﻿folly ﻿shall be manifest unto all men, ﻿as theirs also was

c. The Challenge of these last days:

i. They are Perilous: This know also, that ﻿in the last days perilous times shall come. The word translated “perilous” means “violent, fierce … wild, difficult … grievous, hard to bear, distressing” (Zodhiates). Certainly, these perilous days can be applied to our times. We can easily identify their characteristic conditions with what is current now.
ii. We are indeed living in “perilous times” of the “last days”. Study the nineteen types of evil conduct listed in II Tim. 3:2-5 – For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 

Are they not Characteristic of our Contemporary times? How should we avoid them? 


REFLECT.

2.
We have come to the last day of the year. Businesses and firms take stock of their performance for the year. Likewise, should we not take stock of what we have done or achieved or accomplished during the passing year? It is when we do so, then we know whether we have achieved our goals and know what to prepare for the coming year. When we do not know our weaknesses, we do not know how to face new challenges. We carry on with our old ways and meet with the same failures without seeking new heights to achieve. 

Paul took into account of his past life experiences and he came to this conclusion as he readied himself to face the new challenges. He said, 

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Phil. 3:13, 14
May this be also our goal and aim as we face the new year tomorrow.
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: May this Last Day Lead you to a New Year With the Lord (II Cor. 5:17)
My family and I take this opportunity to 
Wish All of You A BLESSED NEW YEAR 
and may the Lord Prosper (Josh. 1:8; Psa. 1:3) you all, all the way.
