R986 (264)_ Rumination for 17th December, 2023.

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
The Song of Songs
The Text: 
Solomon's Song of Songs.

S. of S. 1:1, NIV

The Thots:


Introduction: See Reflections for the Week.
A. Solomon’s Song of Songs.
S of S. 1:1, NIV

1. It was his Best Song.

The Best of one thousand and five Songs Solomon composed.
I Kgs. 4:32

And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five.
2. It centred on the Best Subject – a Foreshadow of the Future Bridegroom.
a. He is the Chiefest of ten thousands – a Royal Friend
S of S 5:10

i. Sing of His Unique Character – Yea, he is altogether lovely

5:10-16a


This is my beloved, and this is my friend.

5:16b
ii. Join in in United Chorus:

I’ve found a Friend in Jesus, - He’s everything to me;

He’s the Fairest of ten thousand to my soul!

b. He is the Apple Tree among the trees of the Forest – a Rare Find.
S of S 2:3, NIV

i. He gives Shade and Sweet Satisfaction.
2:3


I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.

ii. He Brings me to the Banqueting house and his Banner over me is Love.
2:4


He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

iii. He Strengthens with Flagons and He Sustains with apples.
2:5


Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples.


Sustain me with raisins, refresh me with apples; for I am faint with love.
NRSV his Banner h
Cf. David distributing to his men after the return of the ark:

to every one a cake of bread… and a flagon of wine.
II Sam. 6:19b

So the Lord Strengthens and Sustains His own with bread and wine every week,
as they remember Him Who bore their Sins, and Sing of His Worthiness.
I Pet. 2:24; see below.
B. The Saints’ Song of Songs

Rev. 5:9-12

1. It would be a New Song to be Sung by the Redeemed – And they sung a new song
 5:9a

This Song is to be Sung with an instrument of ten Strings.


Psa. 33:2, 3; 144:9 Sing unto Him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings.

Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.
2. It would be the Nations’ Song – 


To be sung by every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation

5:9b

3. It would be sung by Numberless Angels and Saints –

5:11 cf. 7:9-12


number…was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;




4. It would be a uniquely Named Song – Worthy is the Lamb that was slain

5:11

It is all about the Slain Lamb Sitting on the Throne.
7:10

a. He was Slain to Redeem us to God by His blood.
5:9

b. He was Slain to Receive all Glory, honour and praise.
5:12

Conclusion: On this Lord’s Day 
Come, let us sing the song of songs, the saints in heaven began the strain,

The worship which to Christ belongs: “Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain!”

Long as we live, and should we die, And while in heaven with Him we reign,

This song our song of songs shall be: “Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain !”



– Montgomery

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R264
1. Last week marked the Diamond Anniversary of my Wedding. By the Grace of God, He has brought both of us, my wife and I, through varied experiences in life to be where we are today. When marriages today hardly last, and divorces are ever prevalent, it is indeed great that my wife and I can testify to God’s amazing Grace in keeping our marriage blissful and blessed all these sixty years. Yes, we have our ups and downs, but He is always there to lead us back to the straight and narrow path onwards and upwards, ever looking forward to Him for our inspiration and encouragement to press on when we are down. 
Yes, sometimes we fail to see one another’s viewpoints, but there are always pointers in the Word of God to bring us back to show where we have gone wrong and to bring us back to the path where the Lord has laid it down for us. The daily reading of God’s Word and its application to our lives is a devotion we have formed since the first day of our marriage up to now.
The reading of The Daily Light by Samuel Bagster that we use as the text of our Family Altar, Lord’s Day by Lord’s Day, since the first day of our marriage all these sixty years always made us come together to forgive one another’s wrongs and to right any shortcoming on our part to return us to the right path as shown by His Word. Thus, the desire to put things right in the light of the Word, and to be guided by the Word every day, we feel is indeed the secret of our happy and blissful marriage all these sixty years. 
Keeping in mind that although we are still in the flesh, we now have the Holy Spirit in our hearts and the Scriptures in our minds, we must always resort to such for our guidance in living. As Paul experienced, the Flesh was always in him to lead him to sin, but then he could overcome this self-principle by the new principle of life and the Holy Spirit in us. 

Thus, it is just natural for instance to be irritated and angry at times, but we need to remember to sin not (Eph. 4:25) and let not the sun go down upon our wrath to give place to the devil. Let us be aware that we need to…

Be sober, be vigilant because your adversary, the devil like a roaring lion walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. (I Pet. 5:8, 9)
To the married partners in the faith are you enjoying a blessed and blissful married life with your partner? It is my, and my wife’s, prayer that you do and enjoy your walk together. Make the most of it, for one day, you will be walking alone, only with the Lord beside you. 
REFLECT
2. J.D. Watson in his devotional book, A Word For The Day, wrote on Sept. 23.:
As wonderful as marriage is – as I write this, I’ve been married for thirty-two years, and we’re still newlyweds – when we get to heaven there will be no marriage (Matt. 22:30), for there we shall know far greater glories. In the meantime, however, let us have marriages that are all that God wants them to be. 

What is your Marriage like? Are you two walking as one enjoying the guidance of the Lord in your walk with one another and with Him?
REFLECT

POINTS TO PONDER: Two are Better than One; but the Two need to Walk as One.

