R955 (432)_Rumination for May 14, 2023

[From R432 Rumination for 12 May, 2013 
(Mother’s Day Rumination)]


The Theme:  
These Mothers
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:

Pro. 1:8
The Thots:  

Intro. Today is Mother’s Day. Consider the following mothers in the Bible.
A. This Mother Saved her Son from a Slaughter.

1. Pharaoh’s Command for all new-born males to be Slain.

Exo. 1:16
He (Pharaoh) said, When ye do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them 
upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live. 

2. A Mother’s Courage to Save her Child.

a. She saw him that he was a goodly Child, she hid him three months.

Exo 2:2 

b. When she Could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket…and…placed the child in it. 2:3, NIV
c. Then Pharaoh’s daughter found him and appointed the child’s mother to Care for him.
   2:5-9

d. She adopted him and Called him Moses = Because I drew him out of the water.

   2:10
3. The Character of the Child that grew up to be Moses.

a. He was 40 years in Pharaoh’s Palace thinking he was Somebody.

Acts 7:23
When he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel.

b. Then for 40 years, he was a Shepherd Studying from God that he was a Nobody. 

7:29, 30ff
Then fled Moses… and was a stranger in the land of Madian…and when forty years were expired…
c. He Lived his Last 40 years Learning what God could do with a Nobody as a Leader of God’s people.
He lived a fulfilled life of 120 years because of a Mother’s Courage and Commitment.
Deut. 34:7
Moses was (120) years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone.
· Because of a Mother’s courage, Moses became the leader of God’s people.
B. This Mother Lent her Son to the Lord.

1. She had no Child at the Beginning; she Bore the Butt of mockery from Elkanah’s other wife. I Sam. 1:5-7
a. The LORD had shut up her womb.
I Sam 1:5
b. Her adversary also provoked her sore, for to make her fret.
I Sam. 1:6
c. When she went up to the house of the LORD…she wept, and did not eat.
I Sam. 1:7
2. However, she would Consecrate her child to the Lord if He would give her one.
I Sam. 1:11, NIV
She made this vow: "O LORD of hosts, if only You will look on the misery of Your servant, 
and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to Your servant a male child, 
then I will set him before You as a nazirite until the day of his death. 
3. Finally, she Conceived and she Called the Child, Samuel.
I Sam. 1:20
In due time Hannah…bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, "I have asked him of the LORD."
4. The Character of the Child that grew up to be Samuel – he was a prophet and a king-maker.
a. Samuel was Appointed a prophet: 
I Sam. 3:20

All Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the LORD.

b. Samuel Anointed Saul and later removed him as king for disobedience.
I Sam. 10:1
i. Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his (Saul’s) head, and kissed him, 
and said, Is it not because the LORD hath anointed thee to be captain over His inheritance?

ii. Later Samuel Removed him for Rebellion…witchcraft…stubbornness…and idolatry. Because thou hast Rejected the word of the LORD, He hath also Rejected thee from being king. I Sam. 15:23, 26

c. Samuel then Announced David as King.
I Sam. 16:13
Samuel took…oil…anointed him…and the spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward.

· Because of Hannah’s Sacrifice of Samuel to the Lord’s Service, he Served the Lord His whole life.

C. This Mother gave birth to the Messiah.

1. She Trusted and Obeyed when she was Told that she would bear a Child.



She did not understand how this could come about as she was a virgin.
Mt. 1:18, 23
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as His mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
2. However, she Trusted God and her understanding husband, Joseph.
Mt. 1:20
Joseph…fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
3. Later she was Told that she would Suffer Sadness when her Son would be put to death.
Lk. 2:34, 35
And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.
· Because of Mary’s Trust and Obedience we have a Saviour Today! Let us Remember Him.
At the cross, her station keeping, Stood the mournful mother weeping,
Where He hung, the dying Lord; 
For her soul of joy bereavèd, Bowed with anguish, deeply grievèd, 


Felt the sharp and piercing sword.
Author Uncertain

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R955 (432)
1. Mothers play a very important role in bringing up their children. Often, they are the ones who take a personal interest to pray for them, to nurture them, to spend time with them and to have a special concern for their spiritual development. They have that special relationship with their children that frequently the latter can recall it when they are in trouble in later years. 
This is truer than ever in Christian relationships. We have come across stories of children who have gone astray or have backslidden and we hear that often it is the mother’s prayer that brought them back, or faced with a crisis, the children themselves would recall their mother’s prayer for them. 
Many hymns have been written about such a crisis. Here is one typical one.

As the shadows of evening are closing me round, And I’m sitting so silently here,
Sad and lone is my heart, for I’m thinking of home, And the cherished ones who linger there.
A voice I can hear from the cottage ascend, To the Lord, with so tender a plea;
’Tis the voice of my mother, its sweetness I know, Yes, my mother is praying for me.

Refrain:
My mother is praying for me, My mother is praying for me;
’Tis the voice of my mother, its sweetness I know, Yes, my mother is praying for me.

There was once a fond place in that circle for me, How the thought brings a tear to my eye!
It was next to my mother, who loved me so well, I was dearest, in those days gone by;
But I knew not the worth of that kind mother’s love, Nor how strong such affection could be;
And alas! like a prodigal wandered away, While my mother was praying for me.

Refrain.
That dear mother is now at the throne humbled low, And she weeps for her son far away;
And she’s pleading, as only a fond mother can, For the prodigal now gone astray;
Her tears, as they fall, like the drops of the rain, Rise to God in importunate plea,
As she bends at the altar of mercy, where oft We together had bended the knee.
Refrain:

O Thou Father of mercies, Dispenser of grace, Hear the prayer I am offering now,
And forgive my heart-wandr’ings, and pardon my sin: In contrition at Thy feet I bow.
No longer from love such as Thine can I turn, No longer I’ll wander from Thee,
Forgive me, and answer in mercy the prayer That my mother is praying for me.

Refrain:
Eli​sha A. Hoff​man
Are you such a one who knows your mother is praying for you today? 
What will you do in response?
REFLECT
2. Are you a Mother? 

Are you praying for your children day by day?

Are you praying that they may walk righteously before God and before men?

Are you praying that they might increase…in wisdom and stature, 

and in favour with God and man? (Lk. 2:52)
Thank God that you are such a Mother on this Mother’s Day.

However also think of mothers (and fathers) who seek to live holy and godly lives before their children and try to bring them up in their most holy faith, yet at the end of the day, their hearts are broken to see their children going the opposite way and doing the very things that they as parents have taught them in their growing-up years not to.

These are the heart broken-mothers (and fathers).  Samuel was not spared. 
Take for instance this very sad statement regarding the sons of Samuel:

And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges over Israel...  And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judgment. (I Sam. 8:1-3)

What happened? How are your children today? And how are YOU today?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder:
Mums encapsulate all that is love; children should reciprocate!
