R938 (80)_Rumination for Jan. 15, 2023
The Theme: 
The Word 
The Text:  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Jn. 1:1
The Thots: 

A. The Word in Eternity had no Beginning.
1. The Word is Essentially the self-Existent One
In the beginning was the Word.
Jn. 1:1
a. The Word had no Beginning nor Ending.


Jn. 1:1 cf. Heb. 7:3
i. Was (Gk. en from eimi) = to be, to exist without reference to end or beginning; am.
· Thus, He is the I AM


8:24, 58; 18:5 


Cf. God is I AM that I AM.


Exo. 3:14

· The Holy Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
Rev. 4:8
ii. The same was (Gk. en) in (the) beginning with God.

Jn. 1:2, 4

b. Ct. the World which had a Beginning and an Ending.

Jn. 1:3
i. Was (Gk. egeneto from genomai) = to cause to be, i.e. to become (to come into being) cf. to generate.
ii. Thus, all things were (egeneto) made by Him.
iii. Without Him was (egeneto) not anything made that was (egeneto) made.

c. Ct. John who had a Beginning and an Ending.

Jn. 1:6
i. There was (egeneto) a man sent from God, whose name (was) John.

ii. He was (en) not that Light – nor was He the Word.

Jn. 1:8

2. The Word is Intrinsically the Eternal One with God
the Word was with God
Jn. 1:1

He Existed together with the Eternal Self-existent God.

a. With (Gk. pros) – a preposition of relation and direction = forward to, i.e. toward.

b. He was ever toward God, face to face in relation and communion with Him in eternity.
c. He existed when God existed – the Eternal and Self-existent One.
The same was in the beginning with God cf. He was with God in the beginning.

Jn. 1:2 cf. NIV
3. The Word is Essentially the Divine One – God.
And the Word was God.
Jn. 1:1

He was and is the Eternal God – the great I AM.



B. The Word on Earth had a Beginning and an ending.

I Jn. 1:1
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life.
I Jn. 1:1
1. On Earth, He had a Beginning …The Word was (Gk. egeneto) made flesh, and dwelt among us.   1:14
a. The disciples Heard Him.

b. The disciples Held Him in their sight – they saw Him and looked at Him with their own eyes.

c. The disciples Handled Him – Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; 

and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.
Jn. 20:27
2. The Word spoke concerning Him:


Lk. 24:44


Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.    24:46

a. On Earth, He had an Ending – He died, but He rose again from the dead.

i. I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore.
Rev. 1:18

ii. Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me, and see.
Lk. 24:39

b. Now in Heaven, He tells us to Remember Him at the Lord’s Supper. By the eyes of faith…
i. We can see Him – He is Present.


Cf. Mt. 18:20

ii. We can look upon Him – He is President.

iii. We can handle Him – in the Participation of the Bread and Cup.

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;

Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace, And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by; Yet passing, points to the glad feast above;


Giving sweet foretastes of the festal joy, The Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love. 
H. Bonar
iv. We do this until He comes again – our Promise to Him.

I Cor. 11:26

C. The Word from heaven will be returning.

Rev. 19:11-13
1. He Comes as the King of kings, and Lord of lords.

19:11, 13, 16
2. He Confirms that He indeed is the King of kings, and Lord of lords.
I Tim. 6:15

Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; 

whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.
I Tim. 6:16

1. REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 
According to a dictionary, word can be defined as a symbol to represent/refer to something/someone in language to communicate a specific meaning. 
In the Bible, the Word can not only be defined as the expression of inward thoughts as above, 
but it is also the designation of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself as "The Word" (John 1:1). 
Words reveal thoughts, and Christ is the great Revealer of God's thoughts:

Hebrews 1:1-2 – God, Who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by Whom also He made the worlds;

God created the worlds in the universe by speaking out His thoughts; thus,

Genesis 1:3 – And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 
Genesis 1:6 – And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters…and it was so.

Genesis 1:9 – And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one 

place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. 

Thus, it was so for the rest of the cosmos and everything therein in our universe.

In a commentary on the above, Apostle John referred to Jesus as not only from God but also is God Himself by addressing Him as the Word, by Whom all things were created, thus – 
John 1:1-3 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made. Jesus, the Word was God Himself Who created all things!
John 1:18 – No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him. 

Therefore, Jesus as The Word of God, not only reveals to us Who He is, but also Who God is. 
When He comes into our hearts to be our Saviour and Redeemer, He is also the Examiner of every thought that passes through our minds so that we need to be especially careful even of the motives for our thoughts to express them in words and in behaviour. We can deceive other men, but we cannot ever deceive Him and we need to be careful because our hearts often seek to deceive ourselves…
Jeremiah 17:9 – The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 
With the Lord in our Hearts, He can! Therefore, take care what you think before you act!

Remember in life, you need to take care of your thoughts when you are alone

and to take care of your words when you are with people.



REFLECT.
2.
The Word also refers not only to the Saviour but also to the Scriptures. And we are exhorted to Search the Scriptures as they reveal the Saviour.

John 5:39 – Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: 


and they are they which testify of Me.

Luke 24:44-46 – And He said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me. Then opened He their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.


It is incumbent therefore for us to Read, Receive with all Readiness of mind and Research the Scriptures Daily as the Bereans did…

Acts 17:11 – These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

Points To Ponder:  Remember to Read your Bible and Pray every day, if you want to grow.



