R904 (133) Rumination for May 22, 2022

by K.C. Ung
The Theme:
The Lamb and the Lion.
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The Text: 
Behold, the Lion…of Juda, the Root of David… a Lamb as it had been slain
Rev. 5:5, 6
The Thots: 

Intro.  There was no one worthy to open the Seven-Sealed Scroll.
Rev. 5:1-3
I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.
Only One could do it –
A. He was the Lamb that was Slain when He first came
1. The Makeup of the Lamb. As Lamb…

a. He was Humble – a Lamb…ct. The Lion. The word “Lamb” is…
Rev. 5:5, 6, NIV

i. arnion = a small or young lamb found 27 times in Revelation and nowhere else in the New Testament. But two similar words for a sacrificial lamb are used in the New Testament: 
ii. arēn, found only in 
Luke 10:3
iii. amnos, which occurs four times 
 John 1:29, 36; Acts 8:32; 1 Peter 1:19
b. He is Holy – Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
I Pet. 1:19

c. He was Heading for sacrifice – He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep

 before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.
Isa. 53:7
2. The Marks of the Lamb – a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered.
Rev. 5:6, NRSV

Slain (esphagmenon) = with its throat cut, from sphazo = to butcher an animal for food/sacrifice; slaughter

A Lamb as it had been slain… was wounded for our transgressions
Rev. 5:6 cf. Isa. 53:5

a. John recognised Him by these wounds – I beheld, and, lo… a Lamb as it had been slain.
Rev. 5:6

b. Thomas would only recognise Him by these wounds which He saw later.
Jn.  20:25 cf. 27, 28

Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails,
 and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
c. His people will recognise Him by these wounds when they see Him – 

They shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn…
Zech. 12:10

B. He is the Lion of Judah when He comes again.
1. He is from the Line of David – According to God’s Word He is Entitled to ascend the Throne. cf. Isa. 11:1

And there shall come forth a Rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of His roots:
2. He is the Lion of Judah – He is the Worthy One to sit Enthroned.

This is the only place in Revelation where Christ is called the Lion – and He was the Lamb! Rev. 5:5
a. Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?
Rev. 5:2

b. …no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.
Rev. 5:4

c. They sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 
Rev. 5:9, 10

and to open the seals thereof: FOR…
i. Thou wast slain, 

ii. and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

iii. and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

3. He is the only Living One – Let us Worship Him as we Encircle His throne.

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: 

and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;


Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 

and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.
Rev. 5:11, 12

I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen. 
Rev. 1:18

a. He is the Omnipotent One – having seven horns
Rev. 5:6
b. He is the Omniscient One – having …seven eyes
Rev. 5:6

c. He has the Omnipresence of the Triune Spirit – seven eyes… the seven Spirits of God
Rev. 5:6
On this day, let us Remember Him as the Lamb slain for us and Revere Him as the Lion that sits enthroned.
Enthroned is Jesus now, Upon His heavenly seat;
The kingly crown is on His brow, The saints are at His feet.

They sing the Lamb of God, Once slain on earth for them;
The Lamb, through Whose atoning blood, Each wears his diadem.

Thy grace, O Holy Ghost, Thy blessèd help supply,
That we may join that radiant host, Triumphant in the sky.
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They sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 
Rev. 5:9, 10

and to open the seals thereof: FOR…
a. Thou wast slain, 

b. and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

1. The Lord Jesus is Worthy to take the scroll and to open the seals because:

a. Of the Worthiness of His Person – He is both Lamb and Lion;

b. Of the Work He accomplished in redeeming all who are willing to come unto Him;

c. Of the Way He had made us kings and priests to God.


The Lord is the only King-Priest of the Order of Melchizedek 
Heb. 7:17 cf. 11, 21.


Now He has made us king-priests unto Him too:

i. As Priests we are to Worship Him - 
I Pet. 2:5

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,


to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

ii. As Kings we are to Witness to Him – 
I Pet. 2:9

But ye are…a royal priesthood, an holy nation… that ye should show forth 


the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:


Are we fulfilling our Roles and Responsibilities on this earth as King-Priests unto Him?

2. Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb. 4:14-16

As the High Priest, He had at one time been Man to experience our infirmities, weaknesses, temptations and trials. He was in all points tried and tempted as we are, yet without sin. He can be touched with our feelings and He sympathises with us. 

At the same time, He sits on the throne as King and He is the Worthy One that bestows all grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace in time of need.  



With mercy, He does not Punish us as we deserve; 



With grace, He gives us a Position that we do not deserve.
This is the King-Priest we have in heaven.
Let us hold fast to our confession this week and the weeks to come.
Hebrews 10:23-25 (NRSV) 

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for He who has promised is faithful. 

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Points To Ponder: The day is coming when the Lamb-Lion King shall rule over His 
Kingdom where the wolf also shall dwell with the Lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young Lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. (Isa. 11:6) This is the glorious kingdom which all creation is waiting for!
