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The Theme: 
Christ’s Victory Over Death
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The Text:  
Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. I Cor. 15:57
The Thots: 

Intro.: Today is Resurrection Day unbiblically termed and celebrated as “Easter” Sunday.
Easter is not found in Scripture nor its celebration. “Easter” in Acts 12:4 in the King James Translation of the Bible is a mistranslation of the Greek, pascha = Passover. 

On this Lord’s (Resurrection) Day let us focus our thoughts on our Lord and the Victory He has achieved for us.
A. Christ’s Victory over Sin


I Cor. 15:56, 57
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.

But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1. Sin brings Death.
The soul that sinneth, it shall die.
Cf. Eze. 18:4b
2. The Sting of Death is Sin.
For the wages of sin is death.
Cf. Rom. 6:23a
3. The Strength of sin is the law.

I Cor. 15:56b

For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, 


did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.

Rom. 7:5

– but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom. 6:23b

i.e., Victory over Sin was won by our Risen Lord Jesus Christ Who made this gift possible.
B. Christ’s Victory over Death
1. Christ was “Stung” by Sin when He died for our Sins.
Rom. 6:10a

For in that He died, He died unto sin once: 

2. But in doing so. He Saved us from Sin’s penalty, in that He rose again from the dead.


Thus, He victoriously proclaimed: O death, where is thy sting?
I Cor. 15:54, 55, 57
· So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality,
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
· O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

· Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
C. Christ’s Victory over the Grave - O grave, where is thy victory? 
I Cor. 15:55b
1. God would not allow His body to Remain in the Grave.

Psa. 16:10, NIV


Because You will not abandon Me to the grave, nor will You let your Holy One see decay.
2. God Raised Him from the dead.


Acts 2:32

This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.


3. Now this victory is Realised in us too.


I Cor. 15:20, 22, 57

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.


For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

And thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
D. Christ’s Victory Proclaimed to all.

1. His Challenge to all – O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

I Cor. 15:55

2. The Captives in the underworld shared in His victory – 



By which also He went and preached unto the spirits in prison;



I Pet. 3:18-20
Wherefore He saith, When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive…

Eph. 4:8, 9;

(Now that He ascended, what is it but that He also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?)
3. The Criminal on the Cross was thus promised paradise.



Lk. 23:43

Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.
4. The Common lot of spirits and souls who die is not to wander around or to be in limbo –
a. Those who are in Christ are in Heaven enjoying their Lord’s presence: 
Lk. 16:22 (See #E.1)

The beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom.



b. Those without Christ are in Hades waiting for judgment: 


Rev. 20:13, NIV



Death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, 


and each person was judged according to what he had done.




E. Christ’s Victory For us today.
1. The Spirits of the Saints are Residing with Christ in Heaven today.


II Cor. 5:8

We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
2. When Jesus Returns to earth again, He will bring their souls and spirits with Him.

I Thes. 4:14
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again… them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.

3. In the meanwhile, let the living in Christ Remember Him in His death until He comes again. I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

Let this Lord’s Day be a Remembrance of our victorious Redeemer in His Death and Resurrection; 
Let us not Detract from it or be Distracted by other thoughts that take us away to other spirits so-called. 
I will praise my dear Redeemer, His triumphant power I’ll tell,
How the victory He giveth Over sin, and death, and hell. 
Philip Paul Bliss
Reflections for the Week
R. 899

The Lord has won a Victory over Sin, Death, and the Grave.  

1.
For those who slept in Him they are now absent from the body but present with the Lord.

This is the glorious and triumphant hope of everyone who dies (or rather, sleeps) in Christ. Their soul and spirit will wake up in the presence of the Lord in their heavenly home. Their bodies will remain in the grave, asleep as it were, until the time when the Lord returns with their souls and spirits to rejoin their resurrected bodies in a rapture from the open grave to the welcoming Christ in the clouds in Heaven.
1 Thessalonians 4:14-17

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
What a glorious hope all those who have died in Christ have, as they wait for the return of their Risen Lord to be Raptured from the open grave to meet Him in the clouds, bequeathed with living and eternal bodies to be with Him forevermore in their eternal home in heaven. And the guarantee for such hope is indeed His Resurrection and Return for us.

Do you have this glorious hope?
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
Tit. 2:11-14

Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.


REFLECT.
2.
For those who are living in Him, they can now gain the victory through Him in their daily conflict with Self and Sin.


Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?


God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Rom. 6:1, 2

Paul says: 
Rom. 7:15, 18, 19, 24, 25, NIV

I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.


… I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.

For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 

For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do

--this I keep on doing…

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Are you living a defeated life in your conflict with Self and Sin when Christ has triumphed over each? Live the Victorious Life you are expected to live in Him this week and all other weeks to follow. 

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  (I Jn. 5:4)
REFLECT
Points To Ponder:  "V" is for victory! Sing it out, 'tis a glorious word; "V" is for victory! 

It is ours through Christ our Lord. Some days may be dark and rear, In Christ the way's "all clear," For we have victory, Victory in Christ our Lord! (SPELL) V-I-C-T-O-R-Y! ...

WENDELL P. LOVELESS

