R889 (82) Rumination for Feb. 06, 2022

The Theme: 
Was Jesus Alone?
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The Text:  
For I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent Me.

Jn. 8:16
The Thots: 


A. In Life, Jesus was not Alone.



1. Because of His Person – I and My Father are one; … And He that sent Me is with Me
Jn. 10:30; 8:29a
2. Because of His Purpose – to fulfil His Father’s Mission for Him


for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent Me.
Jn. 8:16

3. Because He ever Pleases the Father.

 the Father hath not left Me alone; for I do always those things that please Him.

Jn. 8:29b
B. In events leading to His Death, was Jesus ever alone?


See #3 below
1. When He was in the Garden of Gethsemane…?
a. Separated from most of His disciples? – 


Matt. 26:36


(He) saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder.

b. Separated from Peter, James and John?

Matt. 26:37-39


Saith He unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with Me. And He went a little farther, and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, O My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.
2. When He was forsaken by His disciples?
a. The Prophecy – 


Jn. 16:32a
Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own,
 and shall leave Me alone: 

b. The Fulfilment – But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.  

Then all the disciples forsook Him, and fled.


Mt. 26:56
3. When He was forsaken by God?

a. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?

 that is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?

Mt. 27:46
b. Cf. and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.

Jn. Jn. 16:32b
c. Cf. when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, 


Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit: and having said thus, He gave up the ghost.
Lk. 23:46
C. After His Resurrection, He promised never to leave His own Alone.
1. His Spirit will be with and in us.
a. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

Jn. 14:18
b. And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever;

Even the Spirit of truth; …for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
Jn. 14:16-17

2. His own Self will be with us.

a. For He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.


Heb. 13:5b

So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.  13:6

b. And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Mt. 28:20

D. Now at the Lord’s Table, He Alone…



I Cor. 11:25.

1. Deserves our full Occupation – this do ye … in remembrance of Me
Be shut out from the world, and shut in with Him.

2. Deserves our full Commemoration – this do ye … in remembrance of Me
Forget the Circumstances around us, Focus and Concentrate our thoughts on Him, and on Him alone.

3. Deserves our full Adoration – this do ye … in remembrance of Me.
Let not our thoughts Wander; but with our mind, spirit and soul be taken up with Him and Him alone to Wonder and Worship as we sup at the Lord’s Table this Lord’s Day, for He alone is Worthy of such.
Jesus our Lord, with what joy we adore Thee, Chanting our praise to Thyself on the throne!

Blest in Thy presence, we worship before Thee, Own Thou art worthy, and worthy alone:

Lord, Thou art worthy; Lord, Thou art worthy; Lord, Thou art worthy and worthy alone!

Blest in Thy presence, we worship before Thee, Own Thou art worthy, and worthy alone.


Author unknown
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Many people in Life are afraid to be alone. Here is what the Web-MD has to say about it:
https://www.webmd.com/anxiety-panic/what-is-monophobia#:~:text=Also%20known%20as%20autophobia%2C%20isolophobia,t%20necessarily%20a%20realistic%20one.

What Is Monophobia?  Medically Reviewed by Dan Brennan, MD on October 25, 2021
Also known as autophobia, isolophobia, or eremophobia, monophobia is the fear of being isolated, lonely, or alone. As a phobia, this fear isn't necessarily a realistic one. Though you may know that you are safe physically, you may still be afraid of strangers or intruders, being unloved, having an emergency and no help, or experiencing other unexpected events without assistance.   

Experts believe that monophobia is part of a group of mental health conditions known as the agoraphobic cluster. Agoraphobia is an acute fear of being outside or in a strange place. There are varying degrees of monophobia: some people need a specific companion with them, others need any other person to be in the same room, and others require someone to be in the house.
According to the above definition, monophobia is a fear that may not be real, i.e., the person may not really be alone physically though one may feel so mentally and be fearful of what may befall him - and that he may have to confront what he fears alone.  As pointed out, while this may be true, there is one time in a person’s life, when one has to do it alone – every one must tread through the gateway of death ALONE – no one can accompany him or her! It is a path that one must take, and no one can escape, no matter his condition – rich or poor; well-known or unknown, strong or weak, old or young; famous or notorious; kingly or beggarly; prince or pauper – no matter who, everyone in whatever condition and circumstances must keep this appointment with death, alone without the accompaniment of anyone! The Bible says so, and we know it to be so –
As it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: (Heb. 9:27)
However, there is one exception. And David, knows it. Because He had God with Him, he was able to say – Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  (Psa. 23:4, NKJV)

Only the person with God by him and in him can he be able to say as David above. Yes, he will not be alone for God is with him. The Lord Jesus, his Saviour will also be with him. He has promised: - For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." (Heb. 13:5, NKJV)
Do you have this Lord and Saviour by your side when the day comes and you need to walk through the valley of death as all men and women have to? With Him by your side, Death is but a shadow you need to go through. Without Him, death is a reality you must face with its consequent doom and judgment – 

As it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: (Heb. 9:27)
REFLECT.
2. It has been remarked that one can be walking in the streets of London (or for all that matters, any busy bustling township, with crowds or even multitudes of people all around you, yet you can be, and feel as, lonely as a fish out of water with everyone doing his or her business, and not even be aware of your presence. This is reality – as real as can be, and it has led many to do desperate and exasperate things that have led to their death. One just feels that there is no more hope – and it is so much better to leave this world.
However, one need not need to feel so. With Jesus as your Friend and Hope. He has gone through all the griefs and pains that one can ever experience, He promises: Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted. Heb. 2:17-18, NKJV. Will you allow Him to be your Friend and Hope?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!

