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The Theme: THE WORD
 berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Jn. 1:1

The Thots:

A. THE WORD IN ETERNITY HAD NO BEGINNING.

1. The Word is Essentially the self-Existent One …was the Word. 
Jn. 1:1

a. The Word had no Beginning nor Ending. 
Jn. 1:1 cf. Heb. 7:3

i. Was (Gk. en from eimi) = to be, to exist without reference to end or beginning; am.
      8:24, 58; 18:5
· Thus, He is the I AM – Jesus said…Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 


Cf. God is I AM that I AM. 
Exo. 3:14

· The Holy Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 
Rev. 4:8

ii. The same was (Gk. en) in (the) beginning with God. 
Jn. 1:2, 4
b. Ct. the World which had a Beginning and an Ending. 
Jn. 1:3

i. Was (Gk. egeneto from genomai) = to cause to be, i.e., to become (to come into being) cf. to generate.

ii. Thus, all things were made (egeneto) by Him.

iii. Without Him was (egeneto) not anything made that was made (egeneto).
c. Ct. John who had a Beginning and an Ending. 
Jn. 1:6

i. There was (egeneto) a man sent from God, whose name (was) John.

ii. He was (en) not that Light – nor was He the Word. 
Jn. 1:8
2. The Word is Intrinsically the Eternal One with God; the Word was with God 
Jn. 1:1

He Existed together with the Eternally Self-Existent God.

a. With (Gk. pros) – a preposition of relation and direction = forward to, i.e., toward.

b. He was Ever toward God, face to face in relation and communion with Him in Eternity.

c. He Existed when God Existed – the Eternal and Self-Existent One.

· The same was in the beginning with God cf. He was with God in the beginning. 
Jn. 1:2 cf. NIV
3. The Word is Essentially the Divine One – God. And the Word was God. 
Jn. 1:1


He was and is the Eternal God – the great I AM.
B. THE WORD ON EARTH HAD A BEGINNING AND AN ENDING. 
I Jn. 1:1

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,

which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life. 
I Jn. 1:1

1. On Earth, He had a Beginning …The Word was (Gk. egeneto) made flesh, and dwelt among us. 1:14

a. The disciples Heard Him.

b. The disciples Held Him in their sight – they saw Him and looked at Him with their own eyes.

c. The disciples Handled Him.
2. The Written Word spoke concerning Him: 
Lk. 24:44


Thus, it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day. 24:46

a. On Earth, He had an Ending – He died, but He rose again from the dead.

i. I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore. 
Rev. 1:18

ii. Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me, and see. 
Lk. 24:39
b. Now in Heaven, He tells us to Remember Him at the Lord’s Supper. By the Eyes of faith…

i. We can see Him – He is Present. 
Cf. Mt. 18:20

ii. We can look upon Him – He is President.

iii. We can handle Him – in the Participation of the Bread and Cup.

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;

Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace, And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by; Yet passing, points to the glad feast above;

Giving sweet foretastes of the festal joy, The Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love. H. Bonar
iv. We do this until He comes again – our Promise to Him.
I Cor. 11:26

C. THE WORD FROM HEAVEN WILL BE RETURNING. 
Rev. 19:11-13

1. He Comes as the King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
19:11, 13, 16
And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and He that sat upon him was called Faithful and True…and on His head were many crowns; and He had a name written, that no man knew, but He Himself. 


And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and His name is called The Word of God.
2. He Confirms that He indeed is the King of kings, and Lord of lords.
 I Tim. 6:15, 16

Which in his times He shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, 

and Lord of lords; Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 887
1. The Scripture presents to us The Written Word which speaks of The Living Word:
· The Written Word:

II Timothy 3:16, 17

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
Matthew 5:18 

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
The Written Word speaks of the Living Word:

Luke 24:25-28 
Then He said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory? 
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
John 20:31 

But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life through His name.
· the Living Word is Jesus Christ, the Word of God

John 1:1-4 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 


The same was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made. 

In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.
John 1:14
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
Today several (even so-called “Christian”) countries ban the Bible, the Written Word of God. (From a Google search, seven countries among others that ban the Bible are Brittany, United States, Nazi Germany, Canada, China, Taiwan, Russia and Soviet Union).
Many Churches and even Christians do not accept the Written Word of God as Divinely Inspired. Some even claim that the Bible only contains the Word of God; it IS NOT the Word of God. Others still, deny its truths and allege them as myths.

What is your stand regarding the Written Word of God?
REFLECT
2. What is your stand regarding the Living Word of God – Jesus Christ?

Note the Living Word’s Warning in …

Luke 24:25-27 

Then He said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory? 

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.

John 8:24 – 
I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am (He), ye shall die in your sins. 
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
The Written Word speaks of the Living Word in Whom is the Word of Life!
