R879 (80) Rumination for November 28, 2021
The Theme: 
The Word 
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The Text:  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Jn. 1:1
The Thots: 

A. The Word in Eternity had no Beginning.
1. The Word is Essentially the self-Existent One.
…was the Word.

Jn. 1:1
a. The Word had no Beginning nor Ending.


Jn. 1:1 cf. Heb. 7:3
i. Was (Gk. en from eimi) = to be, to exist without reference to end or beginning; am.
· Thus, He is the I AM


8:24, 58; 18:5 


Cf. God is I AM that I AM.


Exo. 3:14

· The Holy Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
Rev. 4:8
ii. The same was (Gk. en) in (the) beginning with God.

Jn. 1:2, 4

b. Ct. the World which had a Beginning and an Ending.

Jn. 1:3
i. Was (Gk. egeneto from genomai) = to cause to be, i.e. to become (to come into being) cf. to generate.
ii. Thus, all things were (egeneto) made by Him.
iii. Without Him was (egeneto) not anything made that was (egeneto) made.

c. Ct. John who had a Beginning and an Ending.

Jn. 1:6
i. There was (egeneto) a man sent from God, whose name (was) John.

ii. He was (en) not that Light – nor was He the Word.

Jn. 1:8

2. The Word is Intrinsically the Eternal One with God
the Word was with God
Jn. 1:1

He Existed together with the Eternally Self-existent God.

a. With (Gk. pros) – a preposition of relation and direction = forward to, i.e., toward.

b. He was Ever toward God, face to face in relation and communion with Him in Eternity.
c. He Existed when God existed – the Eternal and Self-existent One.
The same was in the beginning with God cf. He was with God in the beginning.

Jn. 1:2 cf. NIV
3. The Word is Essentially the Divine One – God.
And the Word was God.
Jn. 1:1

He was and is the Eternal God – the great I AM.



B. The Word on Earth had a Beginning and an ending.

I Jn. 1:1
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life.
I Jn. 1:1
1. On Earth, He had a Beginning …The Word was (Gk. egeneto) made flesh, and dwelt among us.   1:14
a. The disciples Heard Him.

b. The disciples Held Him in their sight – they saw Him and looked at Him with their own eyes.

c. The disciples Handled Him.

2. The Written Word spoke concerning Him:


Lk. 24:44


Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.    24:46

a. On Earth, He had an Ending – He died, but He rose again from the dead.

i. I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore.
Rev. 1:18

ii. Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me, and see.
Lk. 24:39

b. Now in Heaven, He tells us to Remember Him at the Lord’s Supper. By the eyes of faith…
i. We can see Him – He is Present.


Cf. Mt. 18:20

ii. We can look upon Him – He is President.

iii. We can handle Him – in the Participation of the Bread and Cup.

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;

Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace, And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by; Yet passing, points to the glad feast above;


Giving sweet foretastes of the festal joy, The Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love. 
H. Bonar
iv. We do this until He comes again – our Promise to Him.

I Cor. 11:26

C. The Word from heaven will be returning.

Rev. 19:11-13
1. He Comes as the King of kings, and Lord of lords.

19:11, 13, 16
2. He Confirms that He indeed is the King of kings, and Lord of lords.
I Tim. 6:15

Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; 

whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.
I Tim. 6:16

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK


R. 879
1. Why was Jesus called the Word?
The Word is the Channel of Communication. 
It is by the Word that what is in the Mind is expressed through the Mouth
Thus, Jesus came to Manifest the Mind of God to Man that he may know His Thoughts Concerning how He would reach out to Man to Save him from his Sin. Thus, …
Philippians 2:5-11, NRSV 
a) The Exhortation to have the Mind of Christ: 

5  Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
b) The Example of Christ:

6  who, though He was in the form of God, 
c) His Equality with God: did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
d) His Emptying of Himself: 7 but emptied himself,,
e) His Expression of Himself as Man: taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness
f) The Extent to which He became Man: And being found in human form, 

8  He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.. 
g) His Exaltation for the Step He took:  9  Therefore God also highly exalted Him and gave 

Him the name that is above every name,
h) The Extraordinary Status of His Exaltation: 10  so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11  and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Do you have the Mind of Christ to recognise Him as the Word that was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. (Jn. 1:14) Let us bow before Him this day and Worship!
REFLECT.
2. Jesus, the Living Word, was manifested to Honour and Glorify the Father; 

In turn the Father would Glorify the Son, as:
John 17:1 – 
These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, 


Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify thee: 
John 17:5 – 
And now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.
 John 17:24 – Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world.
Today we have the Written Word in the physical absence of the Living Word to guide us our Walk with God, the Father and God, the Son. 
The Written Word reveals the Glory of the Father and the Son and we are to Walk in the Light of His Word. Let us therefore Walk in the light, as He is in the light (I Jn. 1:7) refraining our feet from every evil way, that we might keep His Word (Psa. 119:101) as the psalmist declares:

Thy word is a Lamp unto my feet, and a Light unto my path. (Psa. 119:105)
REFLECT
Points To Ponder:  
Honour the Living Word and Obey the Written Word


Ever Walking in the Light of His Word. 
