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The Theme: 
The Tree of LIFE
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The Text:  The Tree of life
Gen. 2:9
The Thots: 
A. Three Types of Trees in the Garden – All are Pleasant to the sight.
Gen. 2:9a

Out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight,
1. Those good for food; 
2. The Tree of life in the midst of the garden of Eden.
2:9b
Cf. 
The tree of Life in Heaven: on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, 


which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: 


and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
Rev. 22:2
3. The Tree of knowledge of good and Evil.
a. The Command: The LORD God commanded the man, saying…
Gen. 2:16-17; 3:16, 17
b. The Freedom to Eat. Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 

c. The Tree Forbidden to be Eaten: 

Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:

d. Death would Follow Eating – 
i. Physical Death: For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. Gen. 2:17 
ii. Soul Death: Behold, all souls are mine…the soul that sinneth, it shall die. Eze. 18:4, 20
iii. Spiritual Death: For the wages of sin is death; 

Ct. God’s Gift: but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. 6:23
B. The Promised Tree of Life in Paradise –
Rev. 2:7 


To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 
1. It is the Present from God - God hath given to us eternal life…
} Jn. 5:11

a. The Gift is the Son of God - and this life is in His Son
}

b. He Gave His only begotten Son.

Jn. 3:16b
2. Perceive it to Receive it - whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 3:16c
The Thief on the Cross Cried out – Lord, remember me when Thou comest into thy kingdom.
Lk. 24:42 

And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.

Lk. 24:43
3. The Proof and Reality of it - as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; 



even so the Son quickeneth whom He will.

5:21
a. God’s Personal Power - 
For as the Father hath life in Himself;

5:26
b. God’s Personal Promise - 
To him that overcometh will I give to eat 



of the tree of life…in the midst of the paradise of God. 
Rev. 2:7
4. The Promised Right and Privilege:

Rev. 22:14 

Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life…

C. The Present Traits in the Enjoyment of the Tree of Life –
Rev. 2:7 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; 
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
1. Be Wise and Win Souls:

Pro. 11:30

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

2. Speak Wholesome Words: 

Pro. 15:4 

A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit.
3. Have Hope in the Heart:

Pro. 13:12 

Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.
4. Lay Hold of Her – the Tree of life, and Be Happy 

Pro. 3:18 
She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her. Pro. 3:13-20
a. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 

b. For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 

c. She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 

d. Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour. 

e. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 

f. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her. 

g. The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath He established the heavens. 

h. By His knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew.
Conclusion:

Our Father has planted a beautiful tree, Whose evergreen branches His children behold;

They walk ’neath its shade in the city above, Whose gates are of pearl and whose streets are of gold


We may eat of the beautiful tree of life, That stands in the midst of the city so fair; 


We may eat of its fruit and be healed with its leaves; No hunger, no sickness, no sorrow is there.



Frances Jane (Fanny) Crosby
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 867

1. Matthew 13:31-32 – This is the Parable of the Mustard Seed.
It lends itself to a few alternative interpretations.
Another parable put He forth unto them, saying, 
The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, 
which a man took, and sowed in his field: Which indeed is the least of all seeds: 
but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

· This parable concerns the kingdom of heaven:
Does the Kingdom of heaven represent true Christianity with its kingdom in heaven 
or professing Christendom of the rule of heaven on earth where there is a mixed kingdom of true and professing believers?

· A grain of mustard seed represents its very small beginning – at the time of Pentecost?

· Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree…

Mt. 13:32

· Though its seed is so small, a mustard plant grows to a great height (12-15 feet!)
Does this represent the growth of true Christianity or that of professing Christendom?

· so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof
What do these birds represent? False teachers and professors of the faith “sown” among true believers in Christendom so-called?

Or the growth of true Christianity from its birth at Pentecost to what it is today? 


Do the birds represent true or professing Christians or a mixture of both?

· Take into consideration also reference to the first two parables of the seed falling in the four soils and the tares that grow among the wheat. How do these first two parables prepare us for the interpretation of this third parable of the mustard seed? 
REFLECT
2. A Person Blessed of the Lord is Pictured as a Productive and fruitful tree by the Psalmist – And he shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water . 
Psa. 1:3

What are his qualities or Properties? 

a. Blessed is the man…
that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

b. But his delight is…
in the law of the LORD;
and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

c. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
his leaf also shall not wither; 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Compare also: Jeremiah 17:7-8 


Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is. 

For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, 
and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, 
but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, 
neither shall cease from yielding fruit.

Are you this kind of tree (as pictured above) before the Lord and before all men?  REFLECT.
Thoughts To Ponder: 
A Fruit-bearing Plant is Pruned to Produce fruit, much fruit 



and more fruit. (Jn. 15:1-5) Are you being Primed to bear fruit?
