R850 Rumination for 9th May 2021 (Mother’s Day Rumination)
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Elisabeth, the Exemplary Mother
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
Lk. 1:41, NKJV 
The Thots: 

Intro.: Elisabeth was an Exemplary Mother who is difficult to find today. That she could combine the following 

qualities in her singular character sets her out as one Example that mothers today will do well to Emulate.

A. She was a Godly Woman.

1. Elisabeth was of priestly lineage – Aaron, the high priest, was her Ancestor.
Lk. 1:5 

Zacharias...and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.
· Cf. you also, as living Stones, are being built up a Spiritual house, a holy priesthood…
I Pet. 2:5, NKJB
2. Elisabeth was named after Aaron’s wife, Elisheba – Aaron took him Elisheba…to wife.
Exo. 6:23

a. Her name, Elisabeth, means “my God has sworn an oath” or “God is (my) oath”. 

i. For God to be linked with an oath is to Point to His immutable Promises:
Heb. 6:17, 18

Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, 
we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us.

ii. When God Speaks He cannot lie, being God Himself: God, that cannot lie
Tit. 1:2

iii. When God Swears, it is to assure us, that we might be strongly encouraged.
Heb. 6:18, NRSV
b. Elisabeth is only mentioned in Lk. 1 (8 occurrences in KJV). 

· She was Blessed and a Blesser – consider her Beatitudes: “Blessed…”
Lk. 1:5ff; see #C.2b
3. Elisabeth Verily was an Israelite Virgin.

a. The life-Partner of a high Priest could only be a virgin.

Lev. 21:10, 13, 14
He that is the high priest among his brethren…shall take a wife in her virginity.
b. A high Priest could only take a wife from his own People.
Lev. 21:14b 

but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.

· A Christian Marriage Must not be Mis-Matched with unbelievers:
II Cor. 6:14, HCSB 
Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness
and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness?
B. She was a Gracious Wife.

1. She was the wife of Zecharias the priest.
Lk. 1:5

a. She and her husband were Both Spiritually Minded.

Lk. 1:6

i. In Character: they were both righteous before God.
ii. In Comportment: they were walking in all His commandments and ordinances of the Lord
iii. In Conduct: they were blameless.
b. However, she was Barren till her old age: it was a great trial to her and her husband.
i. Her Condition was not the result of Sin as both were “upright” in the Sight of God.
Lk, 1:6
ii. God was Committing them to His greater Purposes in their lives and His Plan was Perfect.
c. Later, Angel Gabriel Appeared to Announce that their prayer for a Child would be Answered, 

and their son should be named John. He would be the forerunner of the Messiah. 
Lk. 1:11 cf. 13
d. Elisabeth Shared well her husband’s Visionary Mandate from the angel and Voiced out.
Lk. 1:13

i. When the child was born, she insisted that her Newborn’s Name should be John, and not Zecharias – 

And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.
Lk. 1:59, 60
ii. Though it would be an Honour for her Husband, but it was against God’s Mind –

Her Husband confirmed and…wrote, saying, His name is John. And they Marvelled all.  Lk.1:63
· She Spoke out but she was of the Same mind as her husband. And both were attuned to God’s Will.
C. She was a Great Mother
1. She was the Mother of John the Baptist – she would be unknown, but her son would be well-known.
Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist…
Matt. 11:11
· Undoubtedly in the shadow of this godly man was a godly mother, who raised him in the fear of the Lord.
2. She was a Reverent Mother, filled with the Holy Spirit.
Lk. 1:41c
a. She Received special Revelation Regarding Mary’s Son – she was blessed among women. Lk. 1:42-45

b. Though not Referred to elsewhere, she is highly Respected for her anthem of Beatitudes (Blessed – 3x)
3. She and her husband Raised up their child well-Rounded in all ways.
Lk. 1:80 

a. And the child grew i.e., physically.
Cf. 1:15
b. Waxed strong in spirit i.e., spiritually.
c. Was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel, i.e. Allowed God to Bring up their child. 
Elisabeth was a Great Mother - she cooperated with God in Bringing her son up to be what God wanted him to be!
Only to be what He wants me to be Every moment of every day.

Yielded completely to Jesus alone, Every step of this pilgrim way.

Just to be clay in the Potter’s hand, Ready to do what His Word commands.

Only to be what He wants me to be, Every moment of every day.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 850
1. Below is a table to compare and contrast:
	Self-Empowerment

By Sherrie Campbell

Psychologist, Author, Speaker

For Full article please refer:

https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/288340

	Spirit-Empowerment as Enunciated in Scripture.

Acts 1:8 (NKJV)

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 

	How can you, as an individual, live the most empowered life possible? By working. Work to make a significant difference in this world. Focus on what you can control, which is your hope, your attitude, your drive, your willingness to hustle, your commitment to keeping an objective and empowered mindset. If you’re individual life is empowered, it can only have an empowering impact on all those who surround you.
1. Open to Possibilities.

If you want a better outcome, then create it. Your opportunities for new hope and change are boundless, and it all starts within you.

	I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
He must increase, but I must decrease.

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
	Philippians 4:12-13 (NKJV)

John 3:30 (NKJV)

Galatians 2:20 (NKJV)

	2. Focus on who you are….

When you shift your focus onto yourself and wholeheartedly and non-violently live your answers, it is then that you are living a life of true authenticity and significance.


	But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 

Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ
	Philippians 3:7-8 (NKJV) 



	3. Run your own race. 

Another person’s success does not equate as your failure. It’s your life, so focus on your race. Instead of worrying about the competition, focus on the ball that is directly in front of you
	Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith…I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
	Hebrews 12:1-2 (NKJV) 

2 Timothy 4:7 (NKJV) 

	4. Trust yourself.
Trust that you have what it takes to get the job done. Trust empowers you to move aggressively towards your goals. If you spend your time doubting your skills, the only thing you will be actively perfecting is your ability to doubt yourself. Your actions follow your thoughts. Shift all that time focusing on doubting yourself to believing in yourself. 
	That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
	Philippians 3:10-11 (NKJV)

Phil. 4:13 (NKJV) 


	5. Network.

To empower yourself, collaborate don’t compete. Success is never a one man job. One of the smartest ways to move your mission forward is to network. Gather a team of people who have strengths to fill in where you have weaknesses.
	Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 

Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
	Philippians 2:3-5 (NRSV) 




Should the Christian be seeking after Self-empowerment or Spirit-Empowerment?


Will the Christian be losing to his/her peers in society if he/she chooses the latter? 
REFLECT.
2. In these days of “moral enlightenment” a teenager finds it difficult not to lose her virginity. 


Can she be a “Good Girl” as Elisabeth was?

Cf. Sarah (Gen. 17:15), Rachel (Gen. 30:22-24) and Hannah (I Sam. 1:19-20, cf. 27, 28).


In each case God worked in their lives.
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
Hannah Lent Samuel to the Lord for Life. (I Sam. 1:27, 28) This was Mother Hannah’s Life investment. 

Blessed Mother’s Day to all Mothers!

Hope you have placed your Life Investment in the Lord.
