R802 (R72) – Rumination for June 14, 2020
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The Theme: 
Hungry and Thirsty 
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The Text:  
We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 

but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Heb. 4:15
The Thots: 


A. The Lord’s Ministry as Man
1. His Mission:

a. To Obey the Father.

Phil 2:8

being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

b. To Offer Himself a Sacrifice for Sin.

Heb. 10:7-9a

Lo, I come … to do thy will, O God… Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings 

and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; 

which are offered by the law; Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.
2. His Manhood: (He) was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Heb. 4:15
a. At the Commencement of His Public Ministry – He was hungry.
Mt. 4:2

And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered.

b. At the Conclusion of His Public Ministry – He was thirsty.

Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished…, saith, I thirst
Jn. 19:28


Hunger and thirst summed up the infirmities of the flesh He experienced as true Man.
B. The Lord’s Ministry For Man.
1. The Conditions – Verily, verily, I say unto you…
Jn. 6:53
a. Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
=> to satisfy your Hunger.
b. and drink his blood,
=> to satisfy your Thirst.
c. …ye have no life in you.
2. The Application – And Jesus said unto them I am the bread of life: …

Jn. 6:35
a. He that cometh to Me shall never hunger; 
=> because he eats of His flesh.

b. And he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.
=> because he drinks of His blood

To come to Him and to believe on Him is the only way to have eternal life.

C. The Lord’s Ministry through Man
1. The Statement:

Matt. 25:35

a. I was an hungered, and ye gave Me meat:

b. I was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink:

2. The Questions:

Matt. 25:37

a. Lord, when saw we Thee an hungered, and fed thee? 

b. (Lord when saw we Thee) thirsty, and gave thee drink?
3. The Answer:

Matt. 25:40


Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me.

D. The Memory of the Lord–Man
1. Eat the Bread and Remember Him.

I Cor. 11:24

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

2. Drink of the Cup and Remember Him.

I Cor. 11:25

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

3. In eating the Bread and Drinking of the Cup we remember our Lord – the MAN of all Men.


For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

May we thus Do This this day in Remembrance of our Lord Who became Man in order that He might be our High Priest – He who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.
Heb. 4:15, NIV
With joy we meditate the grace Of our High Priest above;
His heart is filled with tenderness. His very name is Love.

Touched with a sympathy within, He knows our feeble frame;

He knows what sore temptations mean; For He has felt the same.
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK


R. 802
1. John 6:53 

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you.

When Jesus said the above words, did He mean that to have life in Him, those who came to Him must literally eat of His flesh and drink of His blood?
Surely no one in his right mind would make such a claim. If the Lord did not mean it literally, could He refer to it mystically as some claim with regard to the Lord’s Supper which the Lord instituted and commanded His disciples to observe when He declared thus:

I Corinthians 11:23-26
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: 

And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, 
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
When the Lord made the above statements, did He declare that when a believer took of the bread it would in a mystical and mysterious way transubstantiated into the actual body of Christ so that when he participated of the bread, He would be eating the actual flesh of the Lord as Jesus Himself said in John’s Gospel.
And to follow up, when the believer drank of the cup of wine, the wine would in a mysterious and mystical way transubstantiate into the blood of Jesus, so than when one drank of it, he would be drinking of the actual blood of Jesus Christ?

When the Lord Jesus, said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you, was He saying that the bread in His hands had somehow transformed into His body mystically, and when He said, “This cup is the new testament in My blood”, did He mean that the cup of wine had been transformed mystically into His blood? 

As you reflect and seek a response to the above questions, keep in mind that in the context of John’s gospel when He referred to the special words of the Lord, the Lord had not instituted the His Supper as yet! John was also famously referring to the Lord saying many times, “I Am…” Did Jesus ever mean what He referred to then? For instance, Was He ever a literal Door, when He said, I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture (Jn. 10:9) or He was an actual Vine when He said - I am the vine, ye are the branches: (Jn. 15:5)? And are His followers turned into actual branches?! 
Can you ever subscribe to such teaching as stated above with regard to the Lord’s Supper?




REFLECT.
2. During this period of the COVID_19 pandemic and the lockdown of many gatherings in church buildings, have you been observing the Lord’s Supper to remember the God-Man Who gave Himself for us, died, was buried and rose again to be our High Priest in heaven interceding for us? As One Who has experienced what we are suffering now, He is able to succour us at this time. How are you remembering Him?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 

Jesus became Man to Make it Possible for us to be Pure like Him. I Jn. 3:2, 3
