R819 - Rumination for October 11, 2020	by K.C. Ung
The Theme: FEET ARE BEAUTIFUL	berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 	How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace…		Rom. 10:15
The Thots: 
A. THE PLACE OF THE FEET PROSTRATE IN WORSHIP.
1. Posture of Worship is to Prostrate at the Feet.
a. [bookmark: _Hlk52533800]The Hebrew word for Worship in the O.T. is shāḥâ.
Translated Worship (99 times); bow (31 times) bow down (18 times) out of 172 times in OT in the KJV
From a primitive root; to depress, i.e. prostrate (especially reflexive in homage to royalty or God): - 
bow (self) down, crouch, fall down (flat), humbly beseech, do (make) obeisance, do reverence, 
make to stoop, worship.	Strong.
i. [bookmark: _Hlk52549827]Its 1st occ. – …when he [Abraham] saw them, he…bowed himself toward the ground.  Gen. 18:2 
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk52549178]Its 2nd occ. – Lot…rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. 19:1
Bowed is shāḥâ, i.e. prostrate at the feet.
iii. 1st occ. of shāḥâ translated “worship” in English.	Gen. 22:5, KJV
Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here…and I and the lad will go yonder and worship…
b. The Greek word for Worship in the N. T. is proskyneō = (literal or figurative) prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore): - worship.	Strong.
i. [bookmark: _Hlk52549961]1st occ. – for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.	Matt. 2:2
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk52636256]2nd occ. – they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: 2:11 
Thus, the Wise Men fell down at the feet and Worshipped the Lord.

2. Pictures of People Worshipping at the Feet. 
a. Moses was to Remove his shoes in the Presence of God – only Feet allowed on Holy ground. Exo. 3:5
Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.
b. Joshua was to Remove his shoes when Faced with the Captain of the Lord’s Host.	Josh. 5:15 
Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.
c. The Wise men Fell to their Knees to worship at the Feet of Baby Jesus.	Mt. 2:11, HCSB
They saw the Child with Mary His mother, and falling to their knees, they worshiped Him. 
d. John, the Apostle, was Forbidden to Fall at the Angel’s Feet to worship.	Rev. 19:10
i. And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: 	Rev. 22:8, 9
ii. When I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant…worship God.

B. [bookmark: _Hlk52640637]MARY WAS ONE PERSON ALWAYS POSITIONED AT THE FEET OF JESUS.
Mary appears 3 times in the Gospel. Each time she was found at the feet of Jesus…
1. To learn His Word – Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His word. 	Lk. 10:39
2. To Weep for her brother: When Mary was come where Jesus was…she fell down at His feet…Jn. 11:32
3. To Wipe His feet – Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair…the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. Jn.12:3; 11:2

C. PEOPLE WHO LEARNED LESSONS AT THE FEET OF OTHERS.
1. Paul Humbly Studied at the Feet of Gamaliel.	Acts 22:3  
I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus…yet brought up…at the feet of Gamaliel…
2. Simon, had to learn the Lesson of Hospitality from a Woman washing the Feet of Jesus. Lk. 7:44  
He turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, 
thou gavest me no water for My feet: but she hath washed My feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.
3. Jesus’ Students (Disciples) Learned the Lesson of Humility in His washing their Feet.	Jn. 13:12, 14
So after He had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, 
He said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?...If I then, your Lord and Master,
have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.

D. THE PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS OF PEACE WITH THE FEET.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk52117727]Feet that Bring Good Tidings are Beautiful. 	Isaiah 52:7
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 
2. Feet that Preach Good Tidings are Beautiful.	Rom. 10:15 
And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
Conclusion. The Feet have Beautiful Lessons to teach us from the Bible.
			 For today sit at the Feet of Jesus: Learn from Him and Worship Him.
Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of Thy love.
	Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee.	F. R. Havergal


REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK	R. 819
1. The Pandemic Covid_19 has brought about radical changes in the lifestyles of countless people in the world as it penetrates all circles without respect to race, rank, rich or poor, etc. bringing about a change from previous normalcy to what is now dubbed as the New Normal with the adoption of the SOPs advised by the government and imposed on the country’s citizens in the Movement Control Order (MCO) to contain the spread of the pandemic. Among them is the avoidance of any public gathering and implementing “social distancing” when coming together. Consequently, religious gatherings are forbidden and many church fellowships are closed.
However, the creativity of numerous public groups, churches included, make use of technology and use the ZOOM or SKYPE platforms to congregate virtually to continue their respective activities and programs with hardly any difference except for the loss of the physical aspect of touching and greeting one another. Thus, a new culture is born. 
Now there is no need for people to gather in one place physically, but they can still “congregate” virtually in every place. Not even distance or time can hinder them from coming together! What a glorious turnabout and “blessing” this pandemic has brought about.

Is this so? 

Now, everyone can “gather” together via ZOOM/SKYPE and other platforms for their church meetings at an agreed time to listen to a special speaker or carry out a webinar or other activities as the church arranges, and that includes even the Lord’s Supper.

A new possible “culture” seems to have evolved for the Lord’s Supper! 
Now, no one needs…
· To be punctual for the appointment with the Lord. One can drop in any time one likes;
· To get dressed suitably to attend the meeting – appropriate attire is no more a factor;
· One can still be in one’s pajamas and be in bed to celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the bedroom – after all, no one will know as long as one does not “on” the self-video and hide under a pseudonym when registering for the zoom programme;
· The “feeling” of God’s presence is not there; hence, no need to show any respect and reverence with reference to Him being in the midst any more. There is no need to “remove one’s shoes” because there is no “holy ground” to stand on;
· One can “drop” in any time one likes even after the zoom meeting has started;
· One can even take breakfast simultaneously with the Lord’s Supper;
· One need not have to be seated in one particular place all the time. During the “meeting” one can still pursue one’s activities with one eye and ear glued to the monitor screen and the other eye and ear focused on what one has to do;
· And there are more one can list as “advantages” of a Zoom/Skype Lord’s Supper. 
· So this is the new culture, and the New Normal that has seeped into the private and public life of the Christian when one is not careful. 
What do you think of having the Lord’s Supper over ZOOM/SKYPE?	REFLECT
Note: The above does not discuss the scriptural rights or wrongs of having a virtual Lord’s Supper.

2. Apart from the Lord’s Supper, the virtual coming together for other activities of the church certainly outweigh the disadvantages, e.g. in Bible study, Bible teaching and mentoring, leadership training, fellowship and encouragement of each other, holding of conferences and webinars with celebrated speakers, etc., and a host of other practical advantages. 
Therefore, one needs to be careful how one uses this virtual platform. Where Reverence for God and Respect for one another is needed, let us continue to Remember to give it as if we were present in a physical meeting where two or three are gathered in His Name with Him in the midst (Mt. 18:20). The virtual platform is indeed a good channel for the seniors, infirmed, disabled, and such like persons. But let not the able become disabled in adopting the “stay-at-home lazy culture”. What do you think?	REFLECT.
POINTS TO PONDER: We need no more beautiful feet to stand on holy ground when we are virtually in the air! 
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