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The Theme: The Last Day 
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Martha saith unto Him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. Jn. 11:24

The Thots:

Intro.: Today is the last Lord’s Day of the year. 
For thousands in the world, two days more can be their Last Day on earth! 


Stillborns, accidents, sicknesses, natural calamities, natural deaths (old and young), etc. all contribute to this.



How would you face it if indeed Dec. 31 is the last day for you? Consider those who faced their Last Days.
A. 
Hezekiah Requested For An Extension of Life. 
1. 
The Reality of Dying is in God’s Hands: 

II Kgs. 20:1; Isa. 38:1

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah …came to him, and said…


Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.

2. 
Hezekiah’s Reluctance to accept God’s Direct Will: 
II Kgs. 20:2, 3; Isa. 38:2, 3


He turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the LORD…And Hezekiah wept sore.

3. 
The Results of God’s Doing His Permissive Will:

a. 
Hezekiah was healed and his life Extended.


Behold, I will heal thee… And I will add unto thy days fifteen years. 

II Kgs. 
20:6
b. 
Hezekiah later Exhibited the treasures in the House of God to Babylon’s Representatives. 
20:13


Babylon was to Rob the Temple’s treasures and Raze it to the ground soon after. 
20:15-17; II Chr. 36:17-19

c. 
Still later, Hezekiah Married and Manasseh was born. 


20:21


Manasseh would turn out to be a wicked king who would lead Judah into captivity. 

20:18; 21:2-18

· Thus, the Results of not accepting God’s Direct Will!


Psa. 106:15

And He gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.
B. 
The Fool Relied on His Enjoyment of Life.
1. The Fool Presumed that he could enjoy his accomplishments:

Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

2. The Point the rich fool did bot reckon: Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: 
Lk. 12:20

3. His non-Preparedness: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?
· He was not Prepared to meet his God ct. prepare to meet thy God 


Amos 4:12
C. 
Paul was Ready for the Ending of His Life. 
1. 
Death was ever a Real challenge to Paul when he was alive: 

Phil. 1:20, 21, 23


Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.


For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain… and to be with Christ; which is far better.

2. 
He was Ready when he knew he would die: 

II Tim. 4:6-7


For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.


I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

3. 
He was sure of his Reward after death:


Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness. 

II Tim. 4:8
D. 
Jesus knew He would be Rejected and His Life would End.
1. 
When Jesus came into the world, He knew He would be Rejected. 

Jn. 1:11


He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.

2. 
That He would suffer and be killed was what He Expected. 

Mt.16:21


From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must… suffer…and be killed

3. 
But He also knew that on the third day He would be Resurrected. 

Mt. 16:21


That He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things…, be killed, and be raised again the third day.

For Him His last day on earth made it possible for a New Day in heaven for all of us.

May we show our Gratitude to Him on this last Lord’s Day of the year in our Remembrance of Him 
even as we look to the coming day when we shall see Him face to face in Heaven

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till He come.
 I Cor. 11:26
Awake, my soul, and with the sun Thy daily stage of duty run;

Shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise, To pay thy morning sacrifice.

Thy precious time misspent, redeem, Each present day thy last esteem,

Improve thy talent with due care; For the great day thyself prepare

Direct, control, suggest, this day, All I design, or do, or say,



That all my powers, with all their might, In Thy sole glory may unite.

 Thomas Ken
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
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1. In two days’ time, it will be New Year’s Eve. Many churches will hold Watchnight Services, End-of-year Services, etc. to spend the last hour of the year with God. 
What are your thoughts as you reflect on your passing year’s relationship with the Lord? 
Is it a year for you to rejoice over or a year for you to be sad about, or worse, a year to be ashamed of because you have departed from the ways of the Lord? 
Whatever it be, let us all be thankful for our gracious and merciful God Who has


promised to forgive us that we may start fresh again for the new year that is coming in.


If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
I Jn. 1:9 

And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

and He is the propitiation for our sins.
I Jn. 2:1
The last day is also the time for Reflection: 
how we have Fared in the passing year and how we will Face the incoming year. 
While we Reflect, let us not Remain in the past.


Like Paul, let us Resolve: 
Phil. 3:13, 14

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do,


forgetting those things which are behind, 

and reaching forth unto those things which are before,


I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

How prepared are you, if today is indeed your last day on earth?


If you were told, like Hezekiah, to set your things in order, what are the things you will select to set in order? 
REFLECT
2. Just this month I received news of two sisters in the Lord stricken with cancer.

A 97-year-old grandmother told her granddaughter, “Please do not let me die.”

I am not sure of the reason she made that request. Perhaps she was fearful of what she could not see beyond death and was not very much assured of the salvation the Lord had accomplished for her. Or perhaps like most people she was afraid of the unknown. Or could she be loving her children and her grandchildren so very much that she was reluctant to leave them? Whatever, like Hezekiah, she would like to prolong her days.
Then there was this 78-year-old sister who was stricken with cancer of the breast and another energy-sapping disease which made her very depressed and mentally exhausted, 
that she just said to God, “Please let me die!” In fact, without God’s permission, she had even pre-empted Him twice without success. Somehow, the Lord provided her with a channel of escape at the last minute so that she could not achieve what she wanted. 
When faced with the challenge that God might not be pleased with what she was trying to do, her reply was simple, “Let me answer for my action when the time comes. I cannot bear this suffering anymore – “just let me die!” 
Now in the light of these two sisters’ desires, if you were in one of their situations, 
what would you do? Paul declared: 

According to my earnest expectation and my hope…Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death…For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
To be with Christ…is far better” (Phil. 1:20, 21, 23)
REFLECT.
POINTS TO PONDER: 

To die or not to die, that is the question. And pray, what shall your answer be?
My Wife and I take this opportunity and occasion to wish all our Prayer-Partners

and their Respective families:
 A Blessed and Bountiful New Year in the Lord.
