R758_(R74)  Rumination for 18 Aug., 2019
The Theme: 
The Curtain is Rent


The Text:  
He saw heaven being torn open
Mk. 1:10, NIV

Behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.
Mt. 27:51
The Thots: 


A. The Curtains of Heaven Rent
1. God Created the Heavens.


Gen. 1:1, NIV

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
2. God Stretched out the Heavens like a Curtain.

Psa. 104:2

Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain.



3. God Rent the Curtains of the Heavens.


Mk. 1:10
a. The Translation:

i. He (Jesus) saw the heavens opened.


KJV

ii. He (Jesus) saw the heavens torn apart.


NRSV
b. The Definition:

Opened = Gk. schizo = to split or sever (lit. or fig.):--break, divide, open, rend, make a rent.
c. The Action
i. God rent the Curtains of Heaven open.


Mk. 1:10, NIV
He (Jesus) saw heaven being torn open
ii. God then Commended His Son to Commence His mission on earth.

Mk. 1:11
Thou art My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

iii. His Son would be sent to the Cross to die for lost mankind.

Rom. 5:8

God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

B. The Curtains of the Temple Rent
1. God Commanded the Curtain in the Tabernacle to be made.
Exo. 26:31, NIV
Make a curtain (veil) of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it. 

a. The Curtain would bar the way into the Holiest of All where God’s presence was.
Heb. 9:8


Signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest
b. The Concession: Only the High Priest was allowed in One day a year with a blood sacrifice.  Heb. 9:7
But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood.

2. God Rent the Curtain in the Temple from top to bottom.


a. When Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost, i.e.….
Mk. 15:37
i. When Jesus (had) said, It is finished.

Jn. 19:30
ii. When Jesus had cried… Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.
 Lk. 23:46
b. Then the veil of the temple was rent (Gk. schizo) in twain from the top to the bottom.
Mk. 15:38

Cf. the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
Mt. 27:51, NIV
[Note: the curtain being torn from top to bottom would indicate it to be the work of God.]

c. Thus, a new and living way… hath (been) consecrated for us through the veil
Heb. 10:20


that is to say, His flesh;

i. Having now a High Priest over the House of God;
Heb. 10:21

ii. (And) Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the Holiest by the blood of Jesus      10:19, 22
Let us draw near with a true Heart in full assurance of faith, 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
To Remember our Lord and to Worship Him

Con.:
The Curtains of Heaven were rent in two for God to Identify His Son at the Commencement of His Ministry.

The Curtain of the Temple was rent in two by God to Indicate the Successful Conclusion of His Son’s Ministry.

The veil is rent, lo! Jesus stands Before the throne of grace;

And clouds of incense from His hands Fill all that glorious place.

“It is finished!” Here our souls can rest, His work can never fail;

By Him, our Sacrifice and Priest, We enter through the veil.

Within the holiest of all, Cleansed by His precious blood,

Before Thy throne Thy children fall, And worship Thee, our God.



Deck


REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.

R. 758

1. Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His Spirit. Mt. 27:5, NKJV
What did Jesus cry out? – 
He said, It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. – Jn. 19:30
And what happened in the Temple, when Jesus cried out His cry of accomplishment?

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; 



Mt. 27:51; Mk. 15:38 
Note, that this must be a miraculous act of God. The veil was too high and too thick for any man to rent it beginning from the top and going down to the bottom.
And the veil of the temple was rent in the midst – Lk. 23:45

The veil was rent right in the middle signifying that a new entrance into its holy chambers behind it was now open to all. Thus, the record in Hebrews


Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 

By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God;
Heb. 10:19-21

Jesus, as the High Priest then, entered the Holy of Holies with His shed blood to make atonement for our sins. Now He has paved the way for all who are His to follow suit – to go directly into God’s presence personally, individually and boldly as:
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Heb. 10:22

Yet, today, we see leaders of religious institutions, denominations, churches, etc. raising up or repairing the rented veil again to bar members of the church to approach directly into God’s presence, but insisting that they must go through them (having set themselves up as a hierarchy of priests, intercessors, confessors, etc.). They even exalt Mary, the “mother” of Jesus, as a Mediatrix who is claimed to be more compassionate and merciful than her Son for her to mediate on their behalf, when it is clearly stated in the Scriptures:
· That all who have believed in Jesus, and have been redeemed by His shed blood on the cross are now constituted royal and holy priests with a right to enter the presence of God to praise and worship Him directly:
I Pet. 1:18-19 

· Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 
But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot

· You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. I Pet. 2:5, NKJV

· But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

I Pet. 2:9, NKJV
· That there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus;

I Tim. 2:5
The Veil is rent! Do you believe it? What does it mean to you personally? REFLECT
2. We are Holy Priests to live holy lives and offer our sacrifices of praise and worship to God. We are Royal Priests to display the Glories of our God. Are you seizing the opportunities open to you to fulfil your obligatory functions as such? 
REFLECT

Points To Ponder: 

Our Lord ever Lives to make intercession for us. Do we need another intercessor?
