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The Text:  
If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. 


So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver.
Zech. 11:12

The Thots: 


A. The Price of the Good Shepherd.

Zech. 11:12
1. The Punishment of the False Shepherds.


11:2, 3, 5
Howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the forest of the vintage is come down.  There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled: a voice of the roaring of young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled.
a. The false Pastors (shepherds) would be Punished for neglecting the sheep of the flock. 
11:3, 5, 8

b. The People would not be Pitied – they had not kept God’s covenant.
11:6, 10


c. There would be a Parting of ways (the staffs) – God would break His Pledge.
11:7b-11

d. But God’s Poor of the flock (flock of slaughter, the remnant) would be Pastured (fed)
11:4, 7a

2. The Payment for the Good Shepherd

Zech. 11:12, NIV

"If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it." So they paid me thirty pieces of silver.
a. How much would it Cost the false shepherds for the Lord to pasture the sheep?
b. They Considered him to be worth only thirty pieces of silver – the price of a slave!
See below.

c. In that Case, the Lord would rather that such handsome (!) price be Cast to the potter – 


"Throw it to the potter" – the handsome price at which they priced me!”

Zech. 11:13
B. The Price of the Gored Slave

Exo. 21:32, NIV

The Compensation for a person gored to death by an ox:
1. For a dead man or woman, it would be a life for a life.
Exo. 21:29

But if the ox … hath killed a man or a woman; the ox shall be stoned, and his owner … put to death.

2. For a dead son or daughter, the ox-owner’s life could be redeemed if so demanded.
21:29, 30

If there be laid on him a sum of money, then he shall give for the ransom of his life 
whatsoever is laid upon him. Whether he have gored a son, or have gored a daughter…

3. For a dead servant or a slave, the price was thirty pieces of silver.
Exo. 21:32, NIV
If the bull gores a male or female slave, the owner must pay thirty shekels of silver to the master of the slave.
C. The Price of our Great Saviour

Matt. 26:15
1. The Lord was surrounded by the Bulls of Bashan (Cf. the oaks of Bashan, Zech. 11:2)
Psa. 22:12

Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round.
2. The Lord was “gored” by the Soldiers and others who Surrounded Him.
Psa. 22:16


Dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.

a. Judas, and men and soldiers of the chief Priests and Pharisees surrounded Him.
Jn. 18:3


Judas then…received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither …

b. The Lord was Crucified: His hands and feet pierced by the bulls of Bashan on the Cross. 
Jn. 19:16, 37


Then delivered he Him therefore unto them to be crucified…They shall look on Him whom they pierced; 

c. The Lord’s Side was Speared and He died.

Jn. 19:34



One of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.
3. Yet their “owners” (chief priests) just “compensated” God for His Son’s death for only thirty pieces of Silver!
Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.
Mt. 26:14, 15
4. What a “handsome Price” for God’s Son Who was “Gored” – it was only fit for the Potter’s field! Mt. 26:3-10 

God, Whose Son was “gored” by the chief priests’ “bulls”, was only given a Slave’s Compensation!


This was only good for the potter’s field.  How much is God’s Son worth to us?
cf.  Zech. 11:13
D. The Price of the Godless Soul? – How much are we worth to God and His Son?
Matt. 13:45

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:


Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.
1. It Cost God His Son to purchase us – He spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us.  Rom. 8:32

2. It Cost Christ His Life to purchase us –  ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold …

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
 I Pet. 1:18, 19
Con.  Today, the Lord asks: If ye think good, give Me My price. Please do not pay Him just a penny for our thoughts.

   Please do not value Him just for thirty pieces of silver. He is worth the full worth of our thoughts and life today 
– He and He alone is worthy of our worship.
Jesus our Lord, with what joy we adore Thee, Chanting our praise to Thyself on the throne!

Blest in Thy presence, we worship before Thee, Own Thou art worthy, and worthy alone:

Lord, Thou art worthy; Lord, Thou art worthy; Lord, Thou art worthy  and worthy alone!




Author unknown

POINTS TO PONDER

R. 729

1. In the Old Testament, 

(1) “When an ox gores a man or a woman to death, the ox must be stoned, and its meat may not be eaten, but the ox’s owner is innocent.” (Exo. 21:28, HCSB)

The man-gored ox is to be killed and its meat not to be eaten as it has shed innocent blood. The owner is free because only the ox is held fully responsible for the killing.

(2) “However, if the ox was in the habit of goring, and its owner has been warned yet does not restrain it, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox must be stoned, and its owner must also be put to death.” (Exo. 21:29)
“If instead a ransom is demanded of him, he can pay a redemption price for his life in the full amount demanded from him… (Exo. 21:30)

On the other hand, if the ox is known for its violent nature, and the owner does not keep it penned up, and it escapes and gores a person (male or female) to death, then both the ox and owner are held responsible, and both must suffer the same fate and put to death.

The owner of the ox however can escape death, if the other party is prepared to accept compensation for the one killed from him and he is willing to pay whatever sum demanded of him. This is the case between a free man and another free man. 

But if it is in the case of a slave being gored to death, then the penalty is as follows:
If the ox gores a male or female slave, he must give 30 shekels of silver to the slave’smaster, and the ox must be stoned. (Exo. 21:30-32, HCSB) 

The guilty party must pay a ransom of thirty shekels of silver to the master of the slain slave but the ox must be killed. This is what is commonly known as The Slave’s Ransom – Thirty Pieces of Silver.
And that was the ransom price Judas received for betraying his Master, Jesus –

Then one of the Twelve—the man called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests 

and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand Him over to you?” So they weighed out 30 pieces of silver for Him. (Matt. 26:14-15, HCSB).
The Chief Priests at the time of Jesus were only prepared to pay Judas thirty pieces of silver for his Master as “ransom” for betraying Him and sending Him to the cross to be slain. That was the Slave’s Ransom! The priests treated Jesus as only a slave.
How much is the Lord Jesus worth to you today?

Isaac Watts wrote in his classic hymn:

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.
REFLECT
2. Today the government of our land is mulling the abolition of capital punishment.
In the Old Testament, after the destruction of the old world in Noah’s time, he was given God’s Constitution and mandate concerning life, as: (Genesis 9:6) – Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made He man.
Capital punishment was to be implemented in the new world as there had been violent murders and vendettas in the old (cf. Gen. 4:23, 24; 6:11, 13). However, it was not to be implemented haphazardly but preferably under the administration of the court, as stated in Rom. 13:3, 4. The main reason for this was man was made in the image of God and only God has the mandate to punish man though His set-up laws. But also consider Mt. 5:21, 22. Do you agree that capital punishment should be abolished?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 
The Priests Paid a Slave’s Ransom for Jesus; Jesus gave His life 




a Ransom for all. How much is Jesus worth to you?

