R760  Rumination for 01 Sept., 2019

The Theme: 
Worship


The Text:  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
Jn. 4:24, NKJV
The Thots: 


A. The Pre-conditions of Worship.
Jn. 4:24, NKJV 

1. The Person to Worship – those who worship Him
a. Worship God and not a Graven image – 
Exo. 20:3-5 (KJV) 

Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image...

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God

b. Worship God only, not even a Godly being.
 

I [John] fell at his feet to worship him [angel]. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: Rev. 19:10; 22:9
c. Worship Jesus, He is God’s Son and He is God.
Mt. 2:11


They saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshiped Him.
i. Not Mary, His Mother – that would be Roman Catholicism.
ii. Not Joseph, his human father – that would be the Cults.
iii. Cf. Thomas’ Confession – Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God.
Jn. 20:28
iv. Cf. Jesus’ Confirmation – I and My Father are one.
Jn. 10:30
2. The People to Worship God – those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
a. They are those Born Again in the Spirit:

Jn. 3:5 NKJV
Jesus answered…unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

Jn. 3:6
b. They are those Born Again of Water, i.e. of the Word, God’s Truth.
I Pet. 1:23
Cf. Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God
3. The Prerequisites of Worship – must worship in spirit and truth
a. Worship in Spirit – as those Related to God through the Spirit.

Rom. 8:14 

 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

b. Worship in Truth – as Revealed by God Himself in His Word how He should be Worshipped,
i.e. According to the Revelation of His Word how He ought to be Worshipped.
c. It is not according to how we Reckon how God is to be Worshipped.
 

i. for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar 

with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 
Acts 17:23, NKJV
ii. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead 

is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.
Acts 17:29
B. The Posture of Worship – to Prostrate, to bow.
Strong
1. Hebrew is shāḥâ = and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground.
Gen. 19:1

a. The Etymology: From a primitive root; to depress, i.e. prostrate (especially reflexive in homage to 
royalty or God) :- bow (self) down, crouch, fall down (flat), humbly beseech, do (make) obeisance,    do reverence, make to stoop, worship.
Strong
i. 1st occurrence in O.T. and translated “bowed” in Gen. 19:1 (KJV)

Lot seeing them [two angels]…bowed [shāḥâ ] himself with his face toward the ground; 

ii. 1st occurrence in O.T. and translated “worship” in Gen. 22:5 (KJV)

Abraham said…Abide ye here… I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.

b. The Example:  Isaiah – His spirit was Humble in the presence of God’s Holiness and Glory.  Isa. 6:5
Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.
2. Greek is proskyneō from (pros) and a probably derivative of (kuon) meaning to kiss, 
Mt. 2:2

…i.e. (literal or figurative) prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore):- worship.
a. 1st occurrence in N.T. and translated “worship” in Mt. 2:2


Where is He that is born King of the Jews? for we…are come to worship Him..
Mt. 2:11


Cf. When…they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him…

b. Come Prepared to Worship the Lord with your Presents of Praise as you remember His death (myrrh).
When they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense…myrrh.
C. The Place of Worship at the Lord’s Supper.
1. The Priority is to Remember Him in accordance to His Word.
I Co. 11:25, 26

…this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.

2. The Product is to then Revere Him in Worship.
Splendor and majesty Before the Lord are found.

Both strength and joy with Him do dwell; Bring offerings, come bow down.

Ascribe unto the Lord The glory due His name;



The splendor of His holiness Now worship and proclaim. 
Su­san H. Pe­ter­son

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R760

1. Is the Lord’s Supper a Worship Service?
What is the Primary Purpose of Observing the Lord’s Supper?

Well, it was the Lord’s Command to His disciples to do so after he kept the Passover Feast with them before He Himself became the Passover Lamb to be sacrificed on the altar of the Cross at Calvary.

At the Passover Feast, He first administered the Passover for His disciples: 

Luke 22:13-18 

And they went and…made ready the passover. And when the hour was come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. And He said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer: For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves: For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.
Then the Lord instituted the Lord’s Supper after supper, i.e. the Passover, Lk. 22:20), as follows: 
Luke 22:19-20
And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.
After His Resurrection, the Lord revealed His commission to all His disciples to observe the Lord’s Supper in a special revelation to and through Paul, thus:
I Corinthians 11:23-26

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: And when He had given thanks,    He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you:
this do in remembrance of Me. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood:
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
The Lord’s Supper is indeed a Remembrance Feast. And it is in this act of Remembrance that leads His people to Revere (Worship) Him. To call it a Worship Service, worshippers may forget to remember Him as He commanded. 

Also note what John G. Butler has to say in his comments on the Lord’s Supper and “Worship Service” – "After supper" (Luke 22:20). Mark says the Lord's Supper was observed "as they did eat" (Mark 14:22). Luke says "after supper." Together they tell us it was observed at the end of the Passover meal. The early church observed the Lord's Supper at a meal, not at a worship service. The church at Corinth had a special problem regarding this observance in that some got drunk (too much wine) at the church supper and could not discern when they were partaking of the Lord's Supper or eating their regular supper. God brought judgment upon them for that evil. If we had the Lord's Supper at a meal today, many would think it heresy, for they only know its observance after a worship service. However, it is not the "when" but the "what" (the meaning) that is important in the observance. 
(Analytical Bible Expositor - Analytical Bible Expositor – Luke.)
Thus, at the Lord’s Supper, it is the Lord that is Preeminent. At the “so-called” Worship Service, it is “worship” that is Prominent. What is the Lord’s Supper to you?  REFLECT
2. There is no Service specially relegated to Worship.  Worship is moment-by-moment day-by-day as led by the Spirit in our Walk with the Lord anytime and anywhere!  REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: Let us Remember and Revere the Lord at His Supper. Let us Worship every moment we have in our Walk with Him.
