R757 Rumination for August 11, 2019
By K.C. Ung
The Theme: The Mounts of the Lord

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  In the Mount of the LORD it shall be seen [provided, NKJV]

Gen. 22:14, KJV
The Thots:

Intro. 
Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: 


as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen…
Gen. 22:14, KJV


The Lord Demonstrated His Deity in the Mountains!

A. On Mount Moriah, the Lord’s Script for Salvation was Seen.
Gen. 22
1. Father Abraham was to Sacrifice his Only and Loving Son.
 
 22:2 

He said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

· One day God, the Father, would do the Same and Offer his Only Beloved Son a Sacrifice for Man’s Sin. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.

Jn. 3:16

God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Rom. 5:8

2. However, Abraham did not have to Sacrifice His Son; a Substitute in a Ram took his Stead -
Gen. 22:13

Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns:

and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.

· In God’s case, no Substitute took the Stead of His Son – He Himself was the Sacrifice!
Rom. 5:8 

God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

· The Son became the Substitute for our Sins; He died in our Stead!

I Pet. 2:24
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…
B. On Mount Carmel, the Lord’s Punishment on Sin was Seen.
I Kgs. 18:19
1. Israel’s Iniquity of Idolatry.
I Kgs.18:18 
Thou [Ahab] and thy father's house…have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, 
and thou hast followed Baalim.
2. The Injunction concerning the Issue of Who the true God was.
I Kgs. 18:19, 20
Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 
 

a. The Challenge to Choose the One to Follow:
I Kgs. 18:21
Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? 


If the LORD be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.
b. The Call to their gods to Consume the Offering on the Altar by Fire.
1 Kings 18:24, 25
Call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.
c. The Cry that was not heard. 
I Kgs 18:26-27 
And they…Called…”O Baal, hear us”. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. 
Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, 
or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.

3. The Impossibility that was Inevitable!
I Kgs.18:30-38 
a. The Altar and the Sacrifice Watered down.

18:33-35

And he…said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood….
They did it the third time. And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also... 
b. The Altar and the Sacrifice Fired up.

18:36-38

Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.
4. The Invincible God – He was Indisputably God!

18:39-40 When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, He is the God…
C. On Mount Calvary, the Lord’s Provision of a Sacrifice was Seen.
Lk. 23:33, NKJV 
On Mt. Calvary, Christ was Crucified on the Cross; two Criminals were Similarly Sentenced.

When they had Come to the place called Calvary, there they Crucified Him, and the Criminals, 

one on the right hand and the other on the left. 
1. One Railed at Jesus and Rejected His Sacrifice on the Cross.
Lk. 23:39

One of the malefactors which were hanged Railed on Him, saying, If thou be Christ, save Thyself and us.
2. The Other Received Jesus and asked Him to Remember him and was Promised Paradise. 23:42, 43

He said unto Jesus, Lord, Remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. 
And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.

· Today, the Lord Jesus asks us to Remember Him:
I Cor. 11:24-25 
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, The emblem of suffering and shame;

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best For a world of lost sinners was slain.

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay down;



I will cling to the old rugged cross, And exchange it some day for a crown
G. Ben­nard

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 757

1. There was another Mount that figured very prominently in the life of our Lord when He was on earth, and again, His Deity was seen very clearly  - Matthew 17:1-: 

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment was white as the light.
The Glory of the Lord’s Deity shone through as He was transfigured (transformed, HCSB) in front of them, and His face shone like the sun. Even His clothes became as white as the light.
​
For the three disciples, Peter, James and John, it was a “mountain-top” experience as they saw Jesus transfigured before their very eyes. They were exhilarated, excited and greatly elated so much so that Peter…said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if Thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. (Mt. 17:4-6)
However, the disciples had to learn that they needed, not so much to remember this experience (no matter how exciting or elating it was to them), but rather to have a relationship with the Person Himself as they were clearly instructed: 

While He yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him. (Mt. 17:5)
To listen to and to obey the Lord was more important than what they saw and experienced!

How do you live your Christian life? Is it based on some so-called miraculous experience or encounter you had in the past or on a personal day-by-day relationship with the Lord, reading His word every day and listening to what He says to you through His Word and obeying Him in what He tells you to do?  Do you hear Him every new day or live your Christian life just based on that one past encounter with Him?
REFLECT
2. In fact, the disciples were next told not even to relate their experience to others. What they experienced was personal, especially for them alone. They were not even to relate the incident to others until they could relate or connect His soon coming death to His resurrection from the dead. They must understand what they were testifying to –  
And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.
Matt. 17:7-9
Even then, the disciples faced the problem of the “down-in-the-valley” experience soon after their “mountain-top” experience. They could not help a demon-possessed epileptic. 
And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 
Mt. 17:20

It was emphasised then that to have that mountain-top experience, they must have a personal relationship with the Lord trusting Him in faith (no matter how little) to do great things for them. Do you have even that little faith in the Lord to work wonders for you?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
A Little “Mustard” Faith on our part can become Mighty on God’s part. 
