R756 Rumination for August 04, 2019
By K.C. Ung
The Theme: Without and With 
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The Text: 
That at that time ye were without Christ…and without God in the world:
Eph. 2:12


Behold, a virgin shall…bring forth a Son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, 

which being interpreted is, God with us.
Mt. 1:23
The Thots:

A. As Sinners in time past…at that time…
Eph. 2:11, 12
1. We were Without Christ (KJV) – without, Gk. chōris, i.e. separately or apart from; 
Strong.

Thus, Separate from Christ (ASV)

2. We were Without God (KJV), Gk. A-theos, A is negative participle (= without) God.
Strong.


Hence, being without Christ and without God in the world, we were…
Eph. 2:12
a. Aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel, 
b. Strangers from the Covenants of promise, 
c. Having no hope (Confidence),

Hope = Gk. Elpis, from elpo (to anticipate); expectation or confidence. 
Strong
3. We were Without Strength, Gk. A-sthenēs, negative participle (=without) strength.
Rom.  5:6; Strong

But God Commended His love toward us and sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for us. Thus……

a. When we were yet without Strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
Rom. 5:6

b. While we were yet Sinners, Christ died for us. 
Rom. 5:8
c. When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son…
Rom. 5:10
B. Now we have been Saved by the death of God’s Son: 
Rom. 5:10
In His Death for us, He achieved for us…

1. Redemption – we are reckoned Without Sin!
a. Christ hath Redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 
Gal. 3:13

b. In whom we have Redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
Eph. 1:7
2. Propitiation – we are attributed With an (atoning Sacrifice, NRSV)
a. Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood. 
Rom. 3:25
b. Herein is love…that He (God) loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  I Jn. 4:10
3. Reconciliation – we are now friends With God Secured by the death of His Son.
a. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Rom. 5:10
b. That God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
II Cor. 5:19
C. We Are Now Saints in Christ Because…
Eph. 2:19 
Now therefore ye are no more Strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the Saints... 

1. God, in Christ, is now With us.
Matt. 1:23 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God With us.
2. And Jesus can now say to all of us as He did to His Disciples – I Am With you alway…
Mt. 28:18-20 
All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am With you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
3. Thus as with David, we no more fear Death even as we walk through its shadow because:
Psa. 23:4
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
 for Thou art With me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.
4. In the meanwhile, we keep the feast of Love Divine and…

I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
5. And we look forward to the time of…

Rev. 21:1-3
A new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 
a. Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
b. and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, 
c. and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.

Con.: From the time when we were WITHOUT God and WITHOUT Christ, 
We now have God and Christ IN us and WITH Us.

Buried with Christ and raised with Him, too, What is there left for me to do?


Simply to cease from struggling and strife, Simply to walk in newness of life.
T. Ryder
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 756
1. He (Elisha) answered, 
Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. (II Kgs. 6:16)
The King of Syria was frustrated that his strategies to trap the army of Israel were exposed not once but twice and the latter escaped their clutches – II Kgs. 6:10-11: 

And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice. Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for the king of Israel? 
He suspected a whistle-blower in his camp! 

Actually, it was Elisha who warned the King of Israel of the evil plans of the Syrian King.

One of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. (II Kgs. 6:12)

When he was informed of the “spy”, the Syrian king went after Elisha – 
And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him.  (II Kgs. 6:13)

Thus, the king sent his soldiers after Elisha – 
When the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, 
Alas, my master! how shall we do? 
He answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. 
And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. 
And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. (II Kgs. 6:15-17)

There are occasions in life when we feel that we are left alone to do battle, not only with the adverse physical circumstances around us, but sometimes with the unseen spiritual forces against us. And we may even cry out in despair, “Alas, what and how shall we do?”
We fail to reckon and we fail to see our God Who is with us and His angelic forces surrounding and protecting us. It is at times like these, we must know the reality that
they that be with us are more than they that be with them.
Can you have this faith in God to trust Him and for you to know that He knows all things that befall you and that they happen for your good? – e.g. 

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose…What shall we then say to these things? 
If God be for us, who can be against us? (Rom. 8:28, 31)
Or If God be with us (cf. Mt. 1:23), who can be against us?
REFLECT.

2. In time past we were without Christ and without God as (Eph. 2:12) – 
That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

Consider the Confidence and Commitment of these men…

Who Were With and who Walked with God, as:

· Enoch [who] walked with God and he was not; for God took him. 
Gen. 5:22, 24
· Noah[who] was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God. 

Gen. 6:9

· David who did not even fear death because the Lord was with him: (Psa. 23:4) 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
 for Thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Are you Assured this day and for all days in your life if God is with you in your walk in life, you need not be afraid?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: A Man WITH God is More than a Myriad WITHOUT God! 
