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The Theme: The Lord’s Supper
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The Text: 
When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper.
I Cor. 11:20
The Thots:

A. The Only two Ordinances given to the Church.

1. One is the Believer’s Baptism.
Matt. 28:19-20 19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
2. The Other is the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:23-26
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you…saying... 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
B. The Order given to the Church re The Lord’s Supper.
1. It is an Ordered Service given on the night of the Lord’s Betrayal.
I Cor. 11:23-25
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 

11:23
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: 

a. He took the Bread, gave Thanks and Broke it 

11:24
and said, Take, eat: this is My Body, which is Broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

b. He also took the Cup, saying This cup is the new testament in my Blood: 

11:25
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
2. It has an Ordered Symbolism.

a. The Bread is the Symbol of His Body Broken for us.

This is My Body…Broken for you – Symbolises His Body Broken for us on the cross – 
cf. I Pet. 2:24
Who His own self Bare our sins in His own Body on the tree (cross).
b. The Cup of Wine is the Symbol of His Blood Shed for the Forgiveness of our Sins.

It Symbolises the Seal of His Covenant with us in His Blood.

Lk. 22:20, NKJV
He also took the cup…saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.
c. The Symbols are not the actual Substance of His Body or His Blood

i. The Bread is not His transubstantiated Body.
Lk. 22:19 

He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
“This is My Body” which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
Cf. “I am the door” does not make Jesus substantially a door! The Lord spoke figuratively.

ii. Nor the Wine His transubstantiated Blood.
Lk. 22:20 
Likewise also the cup…saying, This cup is the new testament in My Blood… shed for you.

d. They are but Symbols of His Body and Blood and not their Samples in Substance!
3. It has Only One Set Purpose: To Remember and Revere Him!
I Cor. 11:24, 25 

This do in remembrance of Me… Do this in remembrance of Me.
a. To Remember Him in His death (burial and resurrection) till He comes.
I Cor. 11:26
b. To Revere Him for Who He is – Remember Me.
Cf. Mt. 2:11
Cf. When they (the wise men) were come…they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, 
and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
c. To Remind ourselves of  His Work of Redemption in the Shedding of His Blood for us Mt. 26:28 
i. For this is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
ii. This is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.
Mk. 14:24
iii. This cup is the new testament in My blood… shed for you. 
Lk. 22:20
Note: the three-fold Result achieved in the shedding His blood above.
4. It is to be Observed as Such till He Comes.
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
5. It is the One and Only Service…
a. Requiring Self-Examination to attend!
I Cor. 11:28
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.
b. That can Result in Self-Judgment!
I Cor. 11:29, 30, NKJV
For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, 
not discerning the Lord's body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.
c. That Requires a Separated and a Sanctified Life to participate!
I Cor. 10:21, NKJV You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord's table and of the table of demons.
Here at Thy table, Lord, this sacred hour, O let us feel Thee near, in loving power,

            Calling our thoughts away from self and sin As to Thy banquet hall we enter in.
    May P. Hoyt


REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 755
1. The “Lord’s Supper” today is known by various names according to where it is observed in the respective denominations, churches, assemblies, etc.  It is referred to in the various more structured denominations as the Eucharist, the Holy Communion and while the  more informal churches and assemblies would refer to it as the Lord’s Supper, the Lord’s Table, the Breaking of Bread, the Remembrance Feast, the Communion Service, the Worship meeting, etc. For some, the service is ritualistic with formal and ceremonial observations to follow step by step, while for others, it is just a coming together at or round a table with just the emblems of the bread and the cup on it. 
Some observe this ordinance given to the church only on special Christian “festival” days, others once a month or bimonthly or once a week faithfully, etc. depending on the importance the particular church places on the Lord’s Supper.

Biblically, the early church steadfastly and continuously observed the Lord’s Supper –

And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. (Acts 2:42). 
They seemed to do so on the first day of each week (Sunday) so that Paul, even when he was in a hurry to go to Jerusalem, lingered at Troas for a week in order that he could be present at the Breaking of Bread with the saints there when they met for their regular service to remember the Lord. 

(Acts 20:6-7 – And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. 

And upon the first day of the week…the disciples came together to break bread)...
It would seem then that at that time it was usual for the church to meet on the first day of the week. Thus, Paul gave instructions to the church at Corinth that they should be ready with their collections when they gathered or assembled together on that day.
(1 Cor.16:1-2 – Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.)

That the early Christians gathered on the first day of the week to remember their Lord at the Lord’s Table was nothing surprising.  What better day could there be than to remember the Lord in His death as He commanded them to do so on the day when He resurrected from the dead, i.e. on the first day of the week, a Sunday. 

And to do so every week to fulfil His order for us to do “often” until “He comes” – 
(I Cor. 11:26 – For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.” [Could once a year or a month be reckoned as “often”?)
Have you been obedient and faithful to His Ordinance given to the Church and His Order to the Christian to eat the bread and drink of the cup in remembrance of Him till He comes and to do it often?
REFLECT.
2. The Church in Corinth had deviated from this simple form of Remembrance Feast. 

For in eating, each one takes his own supper ahead of others; and one is hungry and another is drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise you. 1 Corinthians 11:21-22 (NKJV) 
They were partying and entertaining themselves in a so-called agape feast. They came together not to Remember the Lord but to Entertain and Enjoy themselves. They never bothered to self-examine themselves to see that they were worthy to be there. (I Cor. 11:28) How do you observe the Lord’s Supper today?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Can the LORD’S Supper deteriorate into OUR Supper? 
