R752 Rumination for July 07, 2019
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The Theme: Thou Art Worthy
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The Text: And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy.
Rev. 5:9
The Thots:

A. What is to be “Worthy”?
1. In Classical Greek:  axios = deserving…; due reward, meet, worthy.
Strong

2. It Conjures the idea of balancing scales with one side Counterbalancing the other, i.e. of equal weight.
B. Who is Worthy?


1. John found no One Worthy to Open the Seven-Seal Scroll:
Rev. 5:1-5, NKJV
a. What John Saw…


5:1
i. …in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a Scroll written inside and on the back, 
Sealed with Seven Seals. 

ii. …a Strong angel proclaiming…"Who is worthy to open the Scroll and to loose its Seals?" 5:2
…no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. 5:3
b. John was Sad:

5:4

So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 
2. But there was One Worthy!

5:5

a. He is the Lord – the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David…

He has prevailed to open the scroll and to Loose its seven seals.

b. He is the Lord - The Lamb that was Slain: 

5:6-7
…behold…a Lamb as though it had been slain…He came and took the scroll 
out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.
c. He is the Lord Worshipped by the Living creatures and the twenty-four elders:

5:8

Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints… 
d. He is the Lord, the Worthy One

5:9a
And they Sang a new Song, saying: "You are worthy to take the Sscroll, And to open its Seals”
e. He is the Lord, and He has made us Worthy!

5:9b-10
For You were Slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.
C. Who are to Worship Him Who is Worthy?   Therefore Let us now join…

5:11-14
1. The Angels and the Hosts in Heaven to Acclaim Him:

5:11, 12
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 
saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 


To receive power and riches and wisdom, 


And strength and honor and glory and blessing!"
2. All Creatures in Creation to Celebrate:

 5:13
And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea,   and all that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power 


  Be to Him who sits on the throne, 


 And to the Lamb, forever and ever!"
3. As an Assembly of Living Saints on earth today, 

the Living Creatures Above to Acclaim Him Worthy and say Amen with them! 
a. Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" 
And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.

5:14
b. Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, 

 Who lives forever and ever, 

the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him 

Who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 


"You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; 

 For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created."
4:9-11
Praise the Lamb, for He is worthy! Sweet eternal strain.

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Amen.

Praise the Lamb! Yes, Thou art worthy, Who didst shed Thy blood,

To redeem Thy saints, and make us Kings and priests to God!
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 752
1. To be Worthy carries the meaning of being of equal weight with reference 
 to balancing the weights on either side of the balancing scale. 
In the New Testament, Christians are exhorted to “Walk Worthy of….”
There are at least four references with such advice. For instance:

a. We are to Walk Worthy of God, 
I Thes. 2:12
That ye would walk worthy of God, Who hath called you unto His kingdom and glory.

i.e. to balance our Conduct on one side of the scale with the Character of God on the other side, as…

But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
I Pet. 1:15-16
b. We are to Walk Worthy of Christ, 
Col. 1:10
That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;
i.e. to Conform our Walk to the Character of Christ and knowledge of God (see a above), and to be transformed in our Conduct to please Him always especially in these areas, 
viz. that we be…

(1) Fruitful in every good work; 

(2) Strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, unto all patience 

and longsuffering with joyfulness; 

(3) Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers 

of the inheritance of the saints in light.
Col. 1:11-12
c. We are to Walk Worthy of our Calling (Vocation, KJV):
Eph. 4:1, NKJV
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
We need to know our Calling according to God’s Will and live up to it. 
I Cor. 1:1, 2

Paul was Called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, 
We who are in the Church have been Called Sanctified Saints…

Sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place

call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:
We need to live up to our Calling as members of the Living Church, conducting ourselves as called Saints to walk worthily among all (i.e. other members in the body of Christ) with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
d. We are to Walk Worthy of the Gospel of Christ.
Phil. 1:27, NKJV 

Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ…that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,

Are you Walking Worthy of God, of Christ of your Calling and of the Gospel?



REFLECT.

2. To Walk Worthy of your Vocation (KJV, Eph. 4:1) may also refer to your particular occupation you are trained in. As a Doctor, do you behave as one who has taken the Hippocratic Oath to care for his patients in contrast to modern mercenary medicine that is seen today in many places? As a professional teacher, do you uphold the high tenets of education to teach those under you? As an engineer, are you geared to the strict requirements of the high standards of design and construction? Whoever you are, are you living up to the calling of your profession/vocation? Are you worthy and known to be a Christian in your vocation…..?

REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 

Be sure to Balance your Conduct to that of your Calling in Christ always.
