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The Theme: They Continued  Steadfastly [2]
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The Text: They continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine…fellowship…breaking of bread...prayers. Acts 2:42
The Thots:


Intro.: 
What a church should inculcate in her members, so that they personally will continue steadfastly in the faith, even when they have to leave the precincts of their assembly for another or go to a place where there is no such gathering. 
A. The Doctrine of Faith, i.e. The Apostles’ Doctrine.
Acts 2:42
They should be taught to:

1. Search the Scriptures.

Jn. 5:39; Acts 17:11

a. Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life
and they are they which testify of Me.
b. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
2. Study the Scriptures.

II Tim. 2:15

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.

3. Stand fast in the Scriptures.

Cf. Eph. 4:14

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
B. The Disposition of Faith, i.e. Fellowship.

1. It is Fellowship with the Almighty God:

a. With God, the Father – and truly our fellowship is with the Father…
I Jn. 1:3a
b. With God, the Son.

I Jn. 1:3b 
i. and truly our fellowship is…with His Son Jesus Christ.
ii. ye were called unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
I Cor. 1:9
c. With God, the Spirit.
Phil. 2:1 

If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit… 
2. It is Fellowship with the Apostles.
I Jn. 1:3
That…we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us,
i.e. noting the apostles’ thoughts as in their writings, teachings, etc. in their epistles in the N.T.
3. It is Fellowship with One Another.

a. If we Walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
I Jn. 1:7
b. For Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them. Mt. 18:20
c. Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as we see the day approaching. Heb. 10:25
C. The Declaration of Faith, i.e. Breaking of Bread. 
At the Lord’s Supper…

1. The Subject of Remembrance is Christ.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

a. When Breaking the Bread: 

And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, 

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

b. When Drinking of the Cup: 

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup 
is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

2. The Object of Reverence is Christ.
Cf. Mt. 2:11

And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, 
and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
D.  The Disposition of Faith, i.e. Prayer.
1. Ask Always in His Name.

Jn. 16:23
Verily…I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name, He will give it you.
2. Acquaint Him Always with your Needs: 

II Thes.1:11 

We pray always…that our God would count you worthy of this calling,
and fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness, and the work of faith with power.
Still we continue in Thy word, Our faith by works we show,

Expecting to be as our Lord, And all the truth to know.
Charles Wesley
1. REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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A common phenomenon that most church leaders encounter in their churches is that when youth members leave their church precincts to go abroad to further their studies or to search for employment, they often lose their faith or even if they still profess it, they become cold to the claims of Christ in their lives. They are found compromising with their colleagues and cold in their profession of faith or even backslide into the world. Why do they turn their backs to what they have so faithfully learned in the previous years? Or have they? What happened?
Are you such a person? If you are, perhaps you may like to reflect at this point why you have turned away from the confession of your faith in Christ. 
Is it because…?

· What you have been taught and heard from the pulpit in church are so different from the real world you are in that you find yourself ill-equipped to face the challenges of practical living in an environment so different from what you have been brought up? You are just not prepared for the challenges and pressures (or could they be the pleasures) of this world, that you just have no answer for them but just to follow the trend and join what your colleagues or companions do? Surely the majority cannot be wrong! And you do not want to be left out, or for all that matter, to be a wallflower!
· The temptations of the world as the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life (I Jn. 2:15, 16 - Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world) are so daunting that you just cannot resist them, even though it may mean surrendering to what you were taught and what you previously believed in to be wrong? When everyone, well, almost every one, around you are doing it, what can be wrong with what you are faced with? Just join the crowd.

· When challenged by others concerning your faith in the Bible or in Christ or simply the fact that you profess yourself to be a Christian, you have no solid answer for your stand. You have not been prepared in the church you were in to be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear (I Pet. 3:15). Yes, you are stumped. Your friends seem to be right, and you are caught on the wrong footing. So when you cannot answer them, well, join them. Are you in such a situation?
REFLECT
2. The Bible encourages the Christian to continue stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers (Acts 2:42) and to demonstrate this in our walk in the world; thus, if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.(I Jn. 1:7). It is good to remember that when we are in the circumstance where we have no church to go to or one that is Bible-based, Christ-Centred and God-Glorifying that we still need to walk in the Light as He is in the light; to have fellowship with God, the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit in an active Prayer and Praise Life. No one can take that away from you. Then in these modern times, we still can have fellowship with one another in the apostles’ doctrine via the many sound Bible studies that are available in the Net (of course, you need to be careful that you make the right selection) as well as have fellowship with one another in the many Bible-loving Christian Chat Groups which are ever open to welcome you. 
Frankly, do you really have an excuse in this modern day an age for not continuing to be steadfast and unmoveable in your faith when there are so many resources available on the Net to strengthen your faith in your walk today – even when you are alone?
But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; (II Tim. 3:14)
REFLECT.
​Points To Ponder: Continuing in Christ is the hall-mark of your being a true Christian.

