R750 Rumination for June 23, 2019
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The Theme: Continuing Steadfastly.
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The Text: They continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine…fellowship…breaking of bread...prayers. Acts 2:42
The Thots:

A. The People Obeyed and Observed God’s Word.
Acts 2:41

1. The Readiness to Receive – They that gladly received his word were baptized…
2. The Willingness to Research.

Acts 17:11

They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 

whether those things were so.
3. The Priority of Obedience.

I Sam. 15:22

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

4. True Spirituality in Observance.

I Cor. 14:37, 38

If any man think himself to be…spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write 
unto you are the commandments of the Lord. 
B. The People Continued Consistently in God-Directed Activities. 
Acts 2:42

1. The Idea of Continuity.

a. It is Abiding in Christ’s Person. It begins with…
Jn. 15:4, 5
Abide in Me, and I in you…He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 

i. The Declaration of Death – the Observation of His Word.
Rom. 6:3-4a
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? 

Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death…
ii. The Decrease of Self – the Operation of His Word. 
Jn. 3:30
He must increase, but I must decrease.

iii. The Death to Self – the Outcome of Obedience to His Word.
Gal. 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.
.
b. It is Abounding in Christ’s Programme.
I Cor. 15:58
Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord…
i. Contact with Christ enables us to bear Fruit.
Jn. 15:4
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in Me.
ii. Continuing with Christ enables us to bear much Fruit.
Jn. 15:5
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing

iii. Committed to Christ ensures us of bearing more Fruit.
Jn. 15:2
Every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
c. It is Assembling with Christ’s People.
Heb. 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is.
i. “forsaking” – Gk. enkataleipo, as in Acts 2:27 = “leave”; abandon = 9 times.

ii. “assembling together” – Gk. episynagoge, only here and in II Thes. 2:1; Verbs in Mt. 23:37; 24:31
iii. For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them. Mt. 18:20
2. The Importance of Continuity.
I Jn. 2:19
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.

a. It shows the Genuineness of the Christian Faith.
Acts 14:22
Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, 
and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

b. It shows the Faithfulness of the Christian Followers. 
Jn. 8:31
Then said Jesus…If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed;

c. It shows the Fruitfulness of the Christian Fight. 
II Tim. 4:10, 11(cp. vv. 6-8)

Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world…only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.
3. The Indications of Continuity.

a. Continuance in the Apostle’s Doctrine, i.e. in the Principles of the Christian Faith. II Tim. 3:14-17
Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of…
b. Continuance in Fellowship, i.e. in the Partnership of Christian Love.
Heb. 13:1
Let brotherly love continue. 
c. Continuance in Breaking of the Bread, i.e. in the Practice of Christian Hope. 
I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.

d. Continuance in Prayers, i.e. in the Power of the Christian Life. 
Cp. Col. 4:2 

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;

Still we continue in Thy word, Our faith by works we show,



Expecting to be as our Lord, And all the truth to know.
Charles Wesley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.750
1. There is an activity commonly found in the democratic world among political parties. It is known as “frog hopping”.  It refers to politicians who jump from one party to another for their advantage. This act of changing parties has even crept into churches today so that we have Christians who are ever in the process of “church-hopping”, changing churches ever now and again when they cannot fit in with the life of the church or when they find themselves not benefitting from the activities of the church. They just move on to another church. It is easy to do so because frequently they never grow any roots into the grounds of their church, i.e. they hardly function as members of the church they belong to. They hope to be served and to be ministered unto. They do not bother about fitting in with the church or playing an active role in the life of the church. Once they find themselves not benefitting materially or emotionally from the church ministries, it is time to leap frog!

Sometimes one is justified to move on from where one is. 
Because the church is not…
Bible-Based. Their ministry every Sunday is based more on Story-time founded on a text in scripture which is then spun out of context to be illustrated by a number of entertaining stories which have nothing much to do with the exposition of the text. 

Christ-Centred. More emphasis is placed on the personalities and celebrities that are invited to give the “motivational” talks rather than Bible-base exposition of the word by able Bible-teachers. More attention is paid to the popularity of the personality rather than to the Content of the message to uplift Christ as the Centre of the gathering. Sometimes one wonders whether there is any difference between such messages delivered in the church and the motivational talks delivered in a public forum.
God-Glorifying. There are plenty of entertaining song- and activity-oriented stage presentations. They draw attention, praise and applaud to the presenters to the extent that there is hardly any solemn God-consciousness and Spirit-awareness in the congregation. The members sit back, or stand up or prance about to enjoy what is presented to entertain them for the hour.  At the end of it all, one leaves the church temporarily satisfied without the consciousness of having spent time in the presence of God. The challenge of living a holy life is absent and the question of abstaining from sin is out of the question.
Living and Loving. The church is activity-oriented. It even has a name that it is an “alive” church, but it is actually “dead” as was the first century Church of Sardis: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. (Rev. 3:1). It is also not unlike the church of Ephesus of which Christ said: “I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience…” (Rev. 2:2). The congregation had all the features of an active church, but the members lacked that vital first love (Rev. 2:4) for their Lord as that of the living and loving church in Thessalonica, of which Paul wrote: “Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father” (I Thes. 1:3).  The “dead” church of Ephesus did not have faith, hope and love – the most important elements in Christian living – “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (I Cor. 13:13, NKJV)
What kind of church are you in? Are you continuing in and remaining in a fruitful church which is Bible-based, Christ-Centred; God-Glorifying and a Loving and Living Church?   If you are in one such church, continue there and play your part as a living member; if not, it is time that you hop out, and go to one which is.
REFLECT.
2. The Church is not an Organisation of well-planned and well-programmed activity-oriented church. It is a living Organism of members owning Jesus Christ as their Head and submitting to His dictates as revealed in His Word, obeying His commands and Observing His instructions. Do you know His Word (the Scriptures) enough to subject your church to such an “examination”? How does your church fare? Will you play your part and continue in it or will you hop out
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 
If you have found a Christ-Centred Church, Continue in it and Contribute to it. Do not Hop!
