R749 Rumination for June 16, 2019
(Father’s Day Rumination) 
By K.C. Ung

The Theme:   the Father’s Responsibilities.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:    
And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them the Way 


Wherein they must Walk, and the Work that they must do.
Exo. 18:20
The Thots:



Intro.:   Today is “Father’s Day”. All Fathers will do well to heed what Jethro, 



 the Father-in-law of Moses, advised his son-in-law what to teach the Children of Israel. 

 Likewise, the Father is to Lead his Family in the Following:-
A. Confess the Role of God in your Life:
1. The Challenge to bring up a family is not yours solely; you cannot Perform it alone.  
Exo. 18:18b

This thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyself alone
2. Teach the Children to be Conscious of God’s Presence – God shall be with thee.
Exo. 18:19b
Joshua declared his Stand to the Children of Israel and Challenged them to do so as well.
Josh. 24:15
Choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served…

or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 

3. Constantly remind them of God’s Part and Power– Be thou for the people to God-ward
Exo. 18:19c
 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 
Rom. 8:31

4. Bring their Cases and Problems to God – bring their cases before God.
18:19d, NRSV
My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. 

I Jn. 2:1a

a. If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

I Jn. 2:1b

b. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

I Jn. 1:8, 9

c. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

B. Carry out your Responsibilities as a Father to your Family:
Exo. 18:20
And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them the Way 

wherein they must Walk, and the Work that they must do.
1. Teach the Children the Word of God – And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws
What should the Father do with the Word of God?  
a. Read to them the Word:
Rev. 1:3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,

and keep those things which are written therein.


b. Recite to them the Word:
  Deut. 5:1
And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments 
which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them


c. Rehearse to them the Word:
Mt. 28:20a
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 

d. Recount to them the Word at every opportunity that Rises:
Deut. 6:7
Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.


2. Show them the Way of God – and shalt shew them the way
Exo. 18:20b
a. Note the Two Ways – the Narrow and the Broad:
Mt. 7:13, 14, NKJV 
"Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction,
and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way 
which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

b. Train them up to choose the right Way; Jesus is the only Way.

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
Pro.  22:6

Jesus saith…I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. Jn. 14:6
3. Demonstrate to them how to Walk in obedience to the Word of God – wherein they must walk. Exo. 18:20c
Thine ears shall hear a Word behind thee, saying, This is the Way, Walk ye in it, 
Isa. 30:21
 In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.
Pro. 3:6
4.  Teach them to Do the Work of God – and the work that they must do


Exo. 18:20c
 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
 forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
I Cor. 15:58
C. Come with your Children to Remember the Lord and Worship Him.
I Cor.11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come
Many now are watching the footsteps that we take Many soon will follow in the choices that we make

So let us then be fruitful to be what we should be, And leave a good example that they can clearly see.


Unknown
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 749
1. Consider Eli, the high priest of Israel. Consider how he brought up his sons. 
· He had two sons…Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the LORD.
I Sam. 1:3
· As with their father, they were also priests but with a great difference:

Eli’s sons were wicked men; they had no regard for the LORD 
I Sam. 2:12 HCSB
· Eli could not control his sons:

Though apparently a moral man himself, as father, he had lost control of his priestly sons who abused their privilege as priests to choose for themselves the choice meat of the sacrificial animals which rightfully belonged to the Lord as His offering.  1 Sam. 2:12-17 
· Moreover, they engaged in ritual fornication in the very precincts of the tabernacle 
at Shiloh in accord with Canaanite cultic practice 

I Sam. 2:22, HCSB
When Eli was very old he heard about everything his sons were doing to all Israel and how they were sleeping with the women who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting.

· In the battle with the Philistines, the ark was captured and Eli’s sons were slain:
So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and each man fled to his tent. 
The slaughter was severe—30,000 of the Israelite foot soldiers fell. The ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.
I Sam. 4:10-11, HCSB 
· Eli too died, shocked at the loss of the ark.
I Sam. 4:18, HCSB

When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward off the chair by the city gate, and since he was old and heavy, his neck broke and he died. Eli had judged Israel 40 years. 
· Eli, as a father, did not bring up his sons Well to obey the Word of God, to observe the Lord’s Ways, to set an example in his Walk for them to follow and to guide them in their Work for the Lord as priests. 
In the end, both father and sons ended their lives most tragically. 
Today being Father’s Day, may all fathers be reminded to teach their children well:

Ephesians 6:1-2 (HCSB)

Children, obey your parents as ⌊you would⌋ the Lord, because this is right. 

Honour your father and mother, which is the first commandment with a promise.
Are you, as a father, setting the example and the standard for your children to follow the Lord? – The righteous man walks in his integrity; His children are blessed after him 

(Pro. 20:7, NKJV).

REFLECT.
2. Compare Hezekiah, a godly king who brought great reforms to the religious life of Judah. He purged, repaired, and reopened the Temple, which had been neglected and polluted during the idolatrous reign of his weak father, Ahaz. Hezekiah’s reformation was very thorough. However, toward the end of his reign Hezekiah became seriously ill (II Kings 20:1). Having no heir at the time, Hezekiah prayed that his life be spared. He was granted a fifteen-year extension of life and died a natural death peacefully. 
But during that extended period, Manasseh was born. He was noted for his long and wicked reign, described in II Kgs. 21:1-26. He was the most wicked of all the Judean kings. He even resorted to murders to stay in power (21:16; 24:4). Among his sins listed in II Kgs. 21:2-9 were rebuilding the high places for pagan worship; encouraging Baal, sun, moon, and star worship; and burning his son as a child sacrifice (21:6; cf. 23:10).
Though he repented later and the altar of the Lord was again restored, and peace offerings and thank offerings were once again sacrificed to Jehovah (II Chr. 33:15, 16) on his death, B.C. 642, he was buried as Ahaz had been, not with the burial of a king, in the sepulchres of the house of David, but in the garden of Uzza, II Kg. 21:26. Long afterward, in spite of his repentance, the Jews held his name in abhorrence.
King Hezekiah was respected as among the best kings in Judah yet he produced a son noted to be the worst in its history!
How come Righteous fathers could produce Riotous sons? 
REFLECT.

Things To Ponder: - This FATHER’S DAY May you be Blessed with a Fervent Wife 





and Filial Children, All Faithful to God.
