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The Theme: His Body
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The Text: Wherefore when He cometh into the world, He saith… a body hast Thou prepared Me:
Heb. 10:5   
The Thots:



A. Jesus’ Physical Body.
1. Jesus Needed A Body to Represent Man and to Suffer as Substitute for his Sin.

a. Thus, God Prepared Him a Body.
Heb. 10:5   Wherefore when He cometh into the world, He saith… a body hast Thou prepared Me:

b. Also He Proffered Himself Willingly – 
Heb. 10:7 



Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me,) to do Thy will, O God.
2. He Needed a Body to Redeem Man and Me from our Sin.
a. Thus He came in the Person of Man to Suffer in our Stead.
i. We see Jesus, who was Made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death…
that He by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 
Heb. 2:9

ii. (He) Made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, 
and was Made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, 

He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Phil. 2:7-8
b. He was Punished for us as our Substitute for our Sin:
I Pet. 2:24


Who His own Self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live…

3. Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for Permission to Bury His Body after His death.
Mt. 27:57-60
a. Joseph…Jesus' disciple…went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. 
Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered.
b. When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb.
4. Jesus Rose again on the third day – the only Person ever to Rise from the dead and not to die again! 
 

a. He had no sin and His body though Dead could not be allowed to Decay!
Acts 2:27, HCSB 

Because You will not leave Me in Hades or allow Your Holy One to see decay. 

b. Thus, He rose Again according to what He had said when He was Alive.
Matt. 28:6

He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
5. Jesus, having Resurrected, is now Seated on the Right hand of God on High in Heaven.
Heb. 1:3
When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
6. One day He is going to Return to Receive us to be with Him in Heaven.
Jn. 14:3

I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
7. In the meanwhile, let us Remember Him in the Breaking of the Bread until He Returns. I Cor. 11:24

When He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: 
this do in remembrance of Me.

B. His Mystical Body

The Bible not only refers to His Body as His Physical Body, but also to His Mystical Body, the Church.
1. His Body, the Church – He is the Head of the body, the church
Col. 1:18

2. His Body, its Composition – 
I Cor. 12:12-14 
a. He is the Head of the Body, the Church
Col. 1:18

b. The Church, those who Believe in Him and are Baptized into Him, are members of the Body.
For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.
c. All who Believe are Bonded together as One in His Body – there is no Difference or Discrimination:
i. Whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.
ii. So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.
Rom. 12:5
3. His Body, the Change when He Comes – 
a. The Transformation: when He Comes our bodies will be Changed and we shall be as He is. Phil. 3:21
i. Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body.
ii. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.

I John 3:2
b. The Timing – In a moment, in the Twinkling of an eye…

I Cor. 15:52-53 
At the last Trump: for the Trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
C. His Symbolical Body – 
4. His Body and the Command to Commemorate Him:
I Cor. 11:23-24  
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
Thanksgiving to the Father, an ancient feast made new. 
Christ said, This is My body, My body giv’n for you.

The holy bread was broken and shared with Jesus’ plea That His words not be forgotten:


Do This; Remember Me!
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1. Jesus, in His physical body, was in every way the same as you and I in your body and mine, except that He was without sin as He knew no sin and in Him was no sin. (Heb. 4:15; II Cor. 5:21; I Jn. 3:5). As a Human Being, He possessed all our attributes of strengths and weaknesses. He could feel weary after a long walk in the sun in His encounter with the Samaritan woman; He was indeed very sad when He learned that His very good friend, Lazarus, had died and He even wept! He could experience great agony, sorrow and pain as in the Garden of Gethsemane. On the cross He could feel the thirst of being without water with the scorching sun beating on Him and His body weight pulling down and stretching His nailed-pierced hands to the very extreme limit. The furrowed wounds on His body scourged by those cruel metal pieces on the Roman whip ferreting out His flesh were stretched open. He could also feel the blood flowing His pierced crown of thorns down His face. Yes, He could feel all these physically when He took your place and my place on the cross. He died for you and for me!
All these sufferings and agony He took upon Himself, because He in His own self 
bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. (I Pet. 2:24)

But when He resurrected from the dead, while still in a literal body, it was a transformed body that could pass through walls and doors and be in one place at one moment and in another place at another far distant from the first. His glorified body was no more limited to time, matter, space or place. 
One day, we too shall be as He is – Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is  (I Jn. 3:2, NKJV).  What an amazing prospect to look forward to. Are you ready for Him when He comes for you?

REFLECT.
2. The Body of Jesus – His Body – also refers to the Church…
(a) The Mystical Body of Christ consisting of all believers in Him.
I Cor. 12:12-13

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.

And He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things He might have the pre-eminence.
Col. 1:18
(b) The Local Church in a particular city, town or place, as…

Writing to the Church at Colosse, Paul wrote:
To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse:

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


Col. 1:2
Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body. 
Col. 3:15
And to the Church at Corinth, he wrote:

Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both theirs and ours: 


I Cor. 1:2

Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 
I Cor. 12:27, NKJV 
Yet today, the word “church” is used to refer to a building structure of mortar and bricks,   a group of Christians with their peculiar beliefs, doctrines or practices, a place of public worship, etc. which is foreign to what the Bible teaches and which divides the Church of Christ, his Body, into groups, denominations, etc. Ct. I Cor. 1:11, 12. Can you say that you belong to the “church of (person, country, practice…)” and be true to what the Bible teaches? Are you a member of the Body of Christ even as I am a member? 

What is the qualification/condition to make us both members of His Body?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: “Doctrine Divides; Love Unites”. Can this be Right? Cf. III Jn. 1:4b
