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The Theme: The Ministry of Women to their Master.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: And many women….which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto Him: 
Mt. 27:55
The Thots:



A. The Women’s Service to Christ.


Intro.: Women played a very important Role in the Lord’s Service and were highly Respected by Him.

  The Ministry of Women (inc. Mothers) to their Master.  (A Belated Mother’s/Women’s Day Rumination)

  They Ministered unto Him when He was…
1. Living – many women….followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto Him.   Mt. 27:55, 56
2. Dying – there were also women looking on afar off: 
Mk. 15:40, 41
3. Being Buried – the women…beheld the sepulchre, and how His body was laid.
Lk. 23:55, 56

4. Still in the grave, Bringing along spices to anoint His Body.
Lk. 24:1
Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, 
bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. 

B. The Woman’s Sphere of Service in the Church.
1. A Colleague in the Service of the Church.
Rom. 16:1-4
a. Positively, by way of…

i. Assisting the Church – Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church.


16:1
ii. Availing her house for the church – greet the church that is in their house


16:5

iii. Attending to the needs of others – she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also. 16:2, 4

b. Negatively, by not…

i. Casting off her First Faith – younger widows refuse....they have cast off their first faith. I Tim. 5:12

ii. Carrying tales – they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house


5:13a
iii. Complaining what they ought not – busybodies, speaking things which they ought not. 
5:13b
2. A Co-labourer with the Servants of God.
Rom. 16:6, 12

a. By Co-operating with them – Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us.


16:6
b. By Fitting in with them – Salute Tryphena and Tryphosa, who labour in the Lord


16:12a

c. By Ministering to them – Salute the beloved Persis, which laboured much in the Lord.

16:12b
3. A Compassionate “Mother” to the Saints of God – Salute Rufus…his mother and mine
Rom. 6.13

As a Widow Well reported for good Works:
I Tim.5:10, NKJV
a. If she has brought up children
b. If she have lodged strangers


c. If she has washed the saints' feet,
d. If she has relieved the afflicted
e. If she have diligently followed every good work.
4. A Companion in Supplication to God.
a. A Widow is to Pray – 
Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth in God, 

and continueth in supplications and prayers night and day.
I Tim. 5:5
b. Women were Present at the first Prayer meeting of the Church – 
Acts 1:14

These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

c. A Woman’s House became a Prayer House.
Acts 12:12

And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, 
whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying.

5. A Comrade in the Spread of the Gospel – 
Phil. 4:3
I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, 
with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.


6. A Counsellor to the Servants of God in Private.

a. In Taking in Apollos to set him right – whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, 
they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.
Acts 18:24-26
b. In Training Younger Women – The aged women…that they may teach the young women Tit. 2:3-5
c. In Teaching children cf. the example of Lois and Eunice.
II Tim. 1:5
7. A Charitable Minister of her Stewardship unto God.

a. A Minister of her Substance – which ministered unto Him of their substance.
Lk. 8:2, 3

b. A Minister of her Skills – Dorcas…was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. Acts 9:36
Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, Is truth beyond our stumbling creeds,

Still serve the home and save the Church, And breathe thy spirit through our deeds:

Faith of our mothers, Christian faith! We will be true to thee till death.

Arthur B. Patten
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK


R. 745
1. Certain groups accuse certain churches of practicing discrimination against women because they give no leadership roles to women in public and do not permit women to speak in the presence of men in church meetings or wives having to submit to their husbands. They try to explain away the following scripture texts as outmoded and cultural to the time when the texts were written and either dilute the instructions to mean what they do not say or that they do not apply to modern times.

The texts are as follows:

A. Instructions concerning Order in the Church – 

1 Cor. 14:33, 40 – 
God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches 


of the saints...Let all things be done decently and in order.


1 Cor. 11:3 – 
But I would have you know, that the Head of every man is Christ; 

and the head of the woman is the man; and the Head of Christ is God.

1 Cor. 11:5-6 – But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven. 


For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered.

1 Cor. 14:34 –
Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. 

1 Tim. 2:12-15 – But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 


And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.

Eph. 5:22-23 – Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 


For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: 

and He is the saviour of the body.

1 Cor.15:28 - 
And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.
​
B. Instructions concerning no Discrimination in the Church – 



Now contrast the following texts to see if there is indeed discrimination against anyone in the church:
1 Cor. 12:12-14 – For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of

that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all

baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.
Gal. 3:27-28 – 
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor

female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

One needs to know the distinction between Roles in Ranks (as in the Armed Forces, etc. [as in #A]) where even a more professionally qualified person must salute the one less qualified if the former is of lower rank. Thus, while the Son is Equal to God in Position, He takes on the Role of Man to Submit to the Father in the Order of Ranking. (Jn. 1:1, 2; 10:30; I Cor. 11:3; 15:28) – He must be subject to the Father.
Thus, while in Position and Status before God all believers are Equal as in #B, and there is no difference in Race (Jew or Gentile), Position (Bond or Free), or Gender (Male or Female), etc. – and all are equal in the sight of God, there is a difference in Role and Responsibility in God’s Order. Can you see the difference between Status and State, Position and Condition of the Saint in God’s Sight?

REFLECT.
2. If Jesus Christ, the Son (as Equal with God) can Submit to the Father as Head, why cannot the saints in His Body follow the Head and Submit according to His Order?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
The Role of Submission in Rank is not Inequality In Status In the Sight of God.
