R743 Rumination for May 05, 2019
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The Theme: The Risen Christ’s Life in us.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.
Gal. 2:20
The Thots:



A. For the Risen Christ to Live in us, we must die.

1. The Principle Elucidated:

a. A Seed must First Die Before it can Spring up into a Plant, Bringing Forth Fruit.
Jn. 12:24

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, 
it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

b. A Lost Sinner must first Die before he can become a Living Saint.
Rom. 8:13, NKJV

For if you live according to the flesh you will die; 

but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

2. The Practice in Paul’s Example.
a. Paul was Crucified with Christ. 
Gal. 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

b. Paul Claimed he died with Christ – I die daily.
I Cor. 15:31 

c. Paul’s Confidence was:  to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Phil. 1:21 

3. The Picture Exhibited in Baptism.
Rom. 6:3-4
a. The Picture in Baptism.
 
    6:3, 4
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? 

Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
i. When we are Immersed into the Water – We Die with Christ.
ii. When we are Submerged into the Water – We are Buried with Christ.
iii. When we Emerged from the Water – We are Raised with Christ.
b. The Proclamation in Baptism:
Rom. 6:3-5
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?

i. We Die with Him in His Death –  we have been planted together in the likeness of his death
ii. We are Raised as with Christ in His Resurrection – we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection
c. The Precept in Baptism:
Rom. 6:3, 4-11
i. Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. 

Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him: 

ii. Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over Him. For in that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God. 

iii. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

B. For the Risen Christ to Live in Us We must Resort to Where He is.
Col. 3:1-4
If ye then be Risen with Christ seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the Right hand of God.

1. Seek Spiritual Standards:
a. The Degree of the Seeking – seek is Gk. Zēteite, i.e. Seek or Strive for earnestly.
Col. 3:1
i. Seek [Attend with your Heart] those things which are above.
Col. 3:1b
ii. Set your Affection [with your Mind] on things above. 
Col. 3:2a
b. The Design for the Seeking
i. Positively – on things above.


3:1b
ii. Negatively – not on things on the earth.


3:2b


  Cf. 
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the   Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
I Jn.2:15-17

2. Let Christ’s Life Live out in and through you.
Col. 3:3-4 

a. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

b. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory.

In the meanwhile, Remember to Remember Him Who died, was Buried and Rose again for you 

as you partake of the Bread and Drink of the Cup.
Living, He loved me; dying, He saved me; Buried, He carried my sins far away;
Rising, He justified freely forever; One day He’s coming—O glorious day!
J. Wilbur Chapman
He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.


He lives, He lives, salvation to impart! You ask me how I know He lives? 



He lives within my heart.
A. H. Ackley

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 743
1. Below is a devotional article taken from:
J.D. Watson’s, “A Word for the Day: Key Words from the New Testament” (30 April) –
Resurrection (Anistēmi)
What makes Christianity unique from all other religions? The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Every other founder of a religion is still in the grave, but Jesus came out of the grave.

Anistēmi <G450> is a compound word consisting first of histēmi <G2476>, "to make to stand up, raise, awaken, or rouse (of persons lying down or sleeping)." With the prefix an (ana, 303), which means "again," the full meaning of anistēmi is "to stand again." While secular Greek rarely used this word (and its derivative anastasis, [386]) to express resurrection, Plato used both for the immortality of the soul. It was used in the Septuagint, however, for when Elijah raised the widow's son from the dead in Zarephath (1 Kings 17:17-22).

One-time skeptic and critic of Christianity, apologist Josh McDowell, recounts a student at the University of Uruguay who asked, "Professor McDowell, why can't you refute Christianity?" McDowell answered, "For a very simple reason. I'm unable to explain away an event in history—the resurrection of Jesus Christ." 

Indeed, as mentioned yesterday, countless critics have tried to deny the facts surrounding the resurrection, but every such attempt has proven futile and foolish. The famous and brilliant British lawyer Frank Morison set out to refute the resurrection of Christ, viewing it as the greatest hoax ever propagated on humanity. With his background and training in the laws of evidence, however, the deeper he went, the more convinced he became that the resurrection was true. As a result of his quest, not only did he come to Christ, but he then wrote the best-selling book Who Moved the Stone? (London: Faber and Faber, 1930). Likewise, Dr. Simon Greenleaf, one of the greatest legal minds America has ever produced and famous Harvard law professor, concluded in 1874 that according to the laws of legal evidence, the resurrection was one of the best supported events in history. 

How we can rejoice in the resurrection! Our faith is not based on some philosophical concept or the teachings of some guru. Our faith is based upon the historical reality of the risen, living Savior.

The Resurrection of Christ and its Evidence has made many honest and sincere researchers of the truth who set out initially to refute the biblical Christianity’s strong belief that Jesus rose again from the dead, only to make them later to concede and conclude irrevocably that indeed the resurrection of Christ was real and they could not refute it. 

Christ is Risen is Real and He Resurrects to live in us to produce His life through us. 

Is He doing this in your life? Can you say with Paul sincerely from your heart:
"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. (Gal. 2:20, NASB)?
REFLECT

2. Paul had died to the Law – the Law has no more claims on him (Gal. 2:19 –
For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.
He now has a new life to live and that life is the life of Christ in Him and through Him. Hence, he said, the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
Who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
However, there is still the old self which seeks to exert its presence in him and through him. Hence, he ever sought to put to death this “self”-life in him. Thus, he says, “I die daily.”  (I Cor. 15:31b).

It is this old life which makes him miserable and he even cried out: (Rom. 7:24):
O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?
Even as Paul faced this situation, he knew that the only solution was to let the new life in Christ in him overcome his old life as he said – (Rom. 7:25): I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Have you died to Self and resurrected alive in Christ Jesus?  REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: For Him to live in and through me, I must die to myself. 
