R742 Rumination for April 28, 2019
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The Theme: The Week After Resurrection Sunday.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: And after eight days again His disciples were within, and Thomas with them: 
Mt. 28:6
The Thots:


A. The Evening of Resurrection Sunday.
Jn. 20:19-25
1. Jesus Appeared Alive to His Disciples after His Death and Resurrection.
Jn. 20:19 
At evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 
2. Jesus Affirmed His Person. The Disciples were Ascertained. 
Jn. 20:20 

He shewed unto them His hands and His side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

3. Jesus Assured His disciples and Anointed them for Service.
Jn. 20:21-23
a. Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you.
b. When He had said this, He breathed on them, and saith, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: Whose soever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.
4. But Thomas was Absent when Jesus Appeared.
Jn. 20:24

Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.
5. The Disciples’ Approached Thomas to tell him and his Attitude.
Jn. 20:25 
a. The Approach: The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. 

b. His Adamant Attitude: He said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe. 

B. The Eighth day after Resurrection Sunday.

Jn. 20:26-29
And after eight days again His disciples were within, and Thomas with them: 
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.
Jn. 20:26
1. The Conditions Set By Thomas:
Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe
2. The Challenge Specially to Thomas:

Jn. 20:26, 27


The Demands of Thomas.
The Commands of Jesus
a. Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails
Behold My hands
b. and put my finger into the print of the nails
Reach hither thy finger
c. and thrust my hand into His side
Reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side:

I will not believe.
and be not faithless, but believing.
3. The Confirmation to Thomas of the Wounds of Christ that it was truly He!
a. They were the Marks of His Death – He Really Died.

b. They were the Means of His Identity – He Really was the Disciples’ Jesus.

c. They were the Memorials of His Love – He Really loved them unto Death.

4. The Confession of Thomas –
Jn. 20:28, 29a
And Thomas answered and said unto Him, my Lord and my God.
a. A Confession of the Divinity of Jesus.

i. Acknowledging His Omnipotence – my Lord
ii. Acknowledging His Omniscience – my God
b. A Confession of the Sovereignty of Christ – my Lord, and my God.

i. It Resulted in the Restoration of his Faith} – Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, 
ii. It Brought about a Revolution in his Life } –  thou hast believed:
5. The Conclusion for others apart from Thomas: the Blessings of Faith without Sight.
Jn. 20:29b

a. The Blessing of Faith – 
Jn. 20:29b
Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

b. The Bliss of Faith –
I Pet. 1:8

Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

c. The Beauty of Faith –
Rom. 10:14, 15

How then shall they call on Him in Whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in Him of Whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 

And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!
On this first day of the week on the first week after Resurrection Day, let us in faith, though we see Him not,
Remember Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us in His death Burial and Resurrection.

Jesus, my Lord, my God, my All, Hear me, blest Savior, when I call;
Hear me, and from Thy dwelling place Pour down the riches of Thy grace;


Jesus, my Lord, I Thee adore; O make me love Thee more and more.   
H. A. Collins
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 742
1. Thomas has gone down in the pages of history as the one identified with doubt. Proverbially he is referred to as the Doubting Thomas. But actually behind this undeserved frontage he was a Devoted Disciple of the Lord with those who followed Him. Thus when Lazarus, the friend of Jesus died, and Jesus broke the news to His disciples, Thomas in all his naïve devotedness with all who followed the Lord was prepared even to go and die with Christ:
Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellow disciples, 

Let us also go, that we may die with Him.
Jn. 11:16
This statement of Thomas pointed to:

His Discipleship – He was a Disciple of Jesus (Mt. 10: 3). As such, he had faithfully listened to and followed His Master’s teaching. And definitely he had heard the Lord telling His disciples that He would go to Jerusalem and there His enemies would kill Him. He would suppose that as Christ’s disciples they too would suffer the same “fate” and he was therefore ready, as His disciple, to follow their Master to the end if he was required to.
His Devotedness – even if it meant dying with and for Jesus! After all, Lazarus the friend of Jesus had already died from sickness. Thus he “said to his fellow disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with Him.’" (John 11:16.NKJV)
His Despondency – Indeed Thomas was Despondent. His Master would soon die. And sadly, Thomas passed on his despondency to the other disciples too and said, “Let us also go that we may die with Him.” Whether he was right or not here, we would not judge him.
His Doubt – Thus, later when he was told that Jesus had resurrected and appeared to the disciples alive, he just could not believe it. He was sure Jesus must die and would remain dead as he had himself witnessed His Master’s death. He failed to grasp the last part of the Lord’s statement that Jesus (Matt. 16:21)…must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 
Later, consider his Determined Faith – When he was sure that His Master was alive, He was ever determined to be a true devoted, disciplined disciple of the Lord Jesus acknowledging Him as His Lord and His God. He confessed: My Lord and my God.
Do you think it is right for us to ever refer to Thomas as the Doubting Thomas whenever we mention him today, when he had set for us the great example of a devoted disciple of the Lord who owned Him as His Lord and His God?  Will you be proud to be referred to as Thomas?


REFLECT.
2. Contrast Demas with Thomas! 
Demas Started well and ended badly.
At the Beginning, Demas was a Fellow-labourer with Paul. Together, with others he visited Paul in his first imprisonment – 

Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my Fellowlabourers (Phile. 1:24).

He was also the good Friend of Luke, Paul’s Beloved Physician.
Col. 4:14 
Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you. 

But at the end, he Forsook Paul and his Faith for love of the world around him:
For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica. (II Tim.  4:10).

Demas began well but Finished badly. Are you a Demas or a Thomas?
RELECT

Points To Ponder: Demas began Well but Finished by Forsaking the Faith for the World. Thomas Doubted His Master at First but ended by putting Him First in his Life as His Lord and God.

